MAXIM
MOTOR
FIRE
APPARATUS
FOUR SIZES
PUMPING ENGINES
CITY SERVICE LADDER TRUCKS
CHEMICAL COMBINATIONS
HOSE CARS
FOUR WHEEL TRACTORS
LADDERS BUILT TO ORDER
CHEMICAL TANKS
MAXIM APPARATUS IS JUST A LITTLE
BETTER ALL AROUND

Maxim Motor Company
MIDDLEBORO, MASS.

It is Service that Counts
American-LaFrance motor fire.apparatus is built
for service. Records of ten years continuous OPeration in hundreds of cases are proof of faith{u!
performance.
American-LaFrance motor fire apparatus is used
extensively in the New England States as indicated
by the total number of pieces listed below.
In Connecticut ........................ 101
In Maine ..................................... 31
In Massachusetts .................... 277
In New Hampshire ........... 17
In Rhode Island ....................... 55
In Vermont ............................. 15

ELMIRA, N. Y.
Boston Office and Service Station~1265 Boylston St.

"Under Control ~’
The danger point is passed the fire is under control--and your men relax a bit from the strain o~
the fight But there’s no rest for your hose until
the last spark is out! From couple-up to shutdown you must be able to depend upon every foot
of hose from engine to nozzle.
Every Department man from Chief to engineer
knows that he can trust im’plicitly every length of
Paragon or any of the other famous brands of
Eureka manufacture. You look for "Eureka" on
fire hose just as you look for "Sterling" on silver[

Eureka Fire Hose Mfg. Company
1136 Old South Building
Boston, Massachusetts

50 Church St.
New York City

Third Annual Convention
OF THE

June 23, 24 and 25
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We, Too, Work for Fire Prevention
In our big laboratory we are constantly testing
Bryant Superior "Wiring Devices to make sure that they
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meet the exacting standards of The National Electrical
+

Code.
It would be much easier to let slide some of the
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details of manufacture; we could probably save a little
money in the making of each device if we were not so
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particular about the way we make it.
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On the other hand, Bryant Superior Wiring Devices
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have a reputation for being the best made and we are
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just as anxious to reduce the fire hazard of America as
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you are. We intend to continue working with you in
reducing losses occasioned by electrical fires.
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San Francisco
149 New Montgomery Street

New York
342 Madison Avenue

Chicago
844 West Adams Street
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HOLDS THE HEAVIEST
FIRE APPARATUS

N@&N~g
Made of finest long fiber Canadian asbestos, reinforced with brass wire,--woven into a sturdy, compact fabric,--impregnated with the Raybestos heat,
wear, oil and water resisting compound,--hardened under heat treatment,
this lining will stand up and give service under the most severe conditions.
Used as standard equipment on such apparatus as American La France
and others, it is annually given tests that would reveal its weakness if
there were any. Its standing is indicated by the fact that it is preferred by
department mechanics.
LOOK FOR THE SILVER EDGE

THE RAYBESTOS COMPANY
BRIDGEPORT, CONN.
The Canadian Raybestos Co,mpany, Ltd.
PETERBOROUGH, ONT.

Raybestos-Belaco, Ltd.
LONDON, ENGLAND
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WILLIS F. HOBBS, President : HARRY B. CURTIS, Treasurer : ARTHUR I. PLATT, Secretary

The Bridgeport Hardware Mfg. Corp.
Makers of HIGH GRADE

MECHANICS’ HAND TOOLS
IRANISTAN AVENUE

BRIDGEPORT, CONN.

Chief DANIEL E. JOHNSON
President, Bridgeport, Conn.

SPRINGFIELD
FIRE AND MARINE INSURANCE CO.
SPRINGFIELD, MASS.
INSIST ON A SPRINGFIELD POLICY
"IT PAYS"
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]Vl "l/ STCo Sat
t "sfy Every Taste
!
Recorded on COLUMBIA’ Records
Manufactured in Bridgeport, Ct.
MUSICAL MASTERWORKS
For the lover of good music
Columbia has recorded the complete
symphonies of such great masters
as Beethoven, Brahms, Dvorak,
Tschaikowsky, Cesar Franck, Wagher, Haydn, Mozart, and others.
Each composition has been recorded in complete detail by the foremost orchestras of Europe under
the direction of such distinguished
conductors as Sir Henry J. Wood,
Felix Weingartner, I-Iamilton I-Iarty
and ~2rthur CatteralL Each set,
consisting of {rom {our to six 12 in.
double disc records, is enclosed in
a handsome album. Write to Columbia Phonograph Co., 1819 Broadway, New York City for a complete
descriptive catalog.

DANCE RECORDS BY
Ted Lewis and His Band,
California Ramblers,
Leo Reisman and His Orchestra,
Warner’s Seven Aces, .
Paul Specht and His Orchestra,
Art Kahn and His Orchestra,
~ and many others.

VOCAL RECORDS BY
Eddie Cantor,
Art Gillham (The Whispering
Pianist),
Vaughn De Leath,
Lewis James,
Charles ttackett,
Louis Graveure,
~ and other favorites,

New

~:

COLUMBIA Process RECORDS Are On Sale Everywhere!
.o..i..o.,o, .I..I.,~,o,.l-i, .I~.O,4.,o..o..~,.o.. o..~.o..o..~..i..I.4,, o..I ,.o,.o.. o..o., ¯ ..o ,.I..I.,I .~i..el., ¯ ..o..t..t.o I ,.~o.O..o..oo. i.oe-oO..o

The Locomobih Company of America, Inc., is beginning daily
shipments, of the JR-8.
The JR-8 is equipped with a small eight cylinder motor which
embodies many of the characteristics of the Miller racing Power
plant, famous for the wonderful performance on speedways and
in endurance runs.
Each body type developed for the JR-8 represents individual
smartness and refinement. The methods of precision for which
the Locomobile shops have long been famous assure the quality
of this addition to the Locomobile line.
Touring Car $1185

"" Brougham $2285 "" Sedan $2285
f.o.b. Bridgeport

Locomobile Company of America, Inc.
BRIDGEPORT, CONN.
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE THIRD ANNUAL CONVENTION
OF THE
NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF FiRE CHIEFS
HELD AT
PITTSFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS, JUNE 23, 24, 25, 1925

The Third Annual Convention of the New England Association of Fire
Chiefs opened in the Ballroom of the Hotel Wendell, Pittsfield, Mass., Tuesday June 23, 1925 at 3:15 P.M. President Patrick J. Hurley, .Chief of Fire
Department, Holyoke, Mass., presiding.
PRESIDENT HURLEY: Your Honor, .Ladies, Guests, Delegates:-This is our Third Annual Convention. I wilt add that with your assistance
and your attendance at the meetings, we expect and hope that this Convention will be the equal of the very great success we have had previgus
to this. There are two things that go to make up a Convention,--two .Important things. One of them is the exhibits, where each and every Chief
can go through and see the latest idea in apparatus and compare it with
his own at home and be prepared to have the best in his department. That
is one part of the necessary things for a successful Convention. Anybody
who has attended the Exhibition at the Armory will admit that that part
of it is really and truly successful. The other part is our business assoc~iations. To make that successful is up to the delegates entirely. Your
Committee has gone to a lot of trouble and effort to make out a very fine
program. They have taken into consideration everything that they thought
would be of interest to you Fire Chiefs, and have got eloquent and very
noted speakers_ .to come here and present those questions to you. Now it
is up to you to make the other half of this Convention successful, by attending all the meetings and participating in all the discussions and paying very close attention to all the addresses. (Applause.)
Male Quartet
SELECTION ..........................................................................................
PRESIDENT. Ladies and Gentlemen :--It is my great, pleasure now
to introduce to you Hon. Fred T. Francis, 1V~ayor of Pittsfield.
HON. FRED T. FRANCIS, MAYOR OF PITTSFIELD: It is my privilege, on behalf- of the people of Pittsfield, to extend a cordial welcome to
the Chiefs of the Fire Departments of the New England States and to invite you to share the hospitality of our city to the fullest extent.
Pittsfield believes in modern and adequate fire protecti6n and has a
splendid fire department under the direction of our capable, efficient and
genial Chief Shepard, host of this Convention. He is a man whose presence
at a fire means to his men what the leadership of an experienced and skillful
.general means .to .an army--good order, inspiratidn, effective action, and the
utmost in results. It is due to him-and to the faithful and capable men who
compose our fire department that for the past few years Pittsfield can boast
of anunusually low fire loss. ~
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JENKINS BROS.
Established 1864

Manufacturers of

VALVES in Brass, Iron and Cast Steel
Discs, Sheet Packing
AND

Other Mechanical Rubber Goods
New York

Chicago

Boston

Philadelphia

AFC Laces and Trimmings
made by

The American Fabrics Company
BRIDGEPORT, CONN.
Write for our Free Fashion Books on Dress, Underwear,

and House Linens. We will be glad to send them and will
give you the name of your nearest dealer.
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In some respects the human element counts for more in fire protection
service than in any other branch of municipal work. Personal courage, a
rare devotion to duty, the keenest perception of iust what should be done in
an emergency, and the greatest possible mental and physical alertness are
among, the many qualities required of the firemen, whose lives are risked
daily to protect the lives and property of their fellow citizens.
The dangers of city life are not for the most part of the kind that we
can ward off with our hands or by our own strength. No man can with
his arm stop the course of a runaw~ay motor truck or extinguish a fire which
has seized upon an entirl building. To meet these modern dangers requires the co-operation of the entire community, and it is for this reason that
fire departments exist.
When we are in our homes at night, the chief danger that we all dread is fire.
The sound of the fire alarm arouses us with a feeling of terror, and it is then
that we realize our dependence upon the energy, courage and devotion of the brave
men who make up our fire departments. Ira the honor roll of those who have
distinguished themselves by acts of bravery i~n which their lives have been the
price of their heroism, the names of firemen stand high upon the list.
There are three factors which contribute greatly to the occurrence and spread
of fires in cities--~hree forms of fire hazard as they are usually called. First,
there is the physical hazard due to the design of buildings and to the materials
used in their construction. Some types of construction--the so-called three-decker
.tenement for example--create a greater fire hazard than others. _All buildings of
combustible material, no matter what their design, are inherently hazardous.
Second, there is the danger which arises from the use of buildings for purposes which entail the danger of fire, or which are likely to entail loss of life when
fires break out. Factories, theatres, schools, and tenement houses are examples.
This is called the occupational hazard.
Finally, there is the risk arising from personal negligence, carelessness or
malice, which is known as the personal or moral hazard. The danger of fire in
any neighborhood or building depends upon one or another of these hazards.
Occasionally the hazard in all three directions may be very great, in which case
the risk becomes extra-hazardous. The general problem of fire prgvention is to
reduce them all.

I congratulate you on the splendid exhibit of fire fighting apparatus gathered
here, representing as it does the last word in modern construction. It is to such
well-equipped and efficient fire departments that the American people confidently
look for protection from one of the greatest perils of modern civilization. (Applause.)
PRESIDENT: Ladies and Gentlemen: It is now my pleasure to introduce
Mr. James R. Savery, one of Pittsfield’s most prominent men.
Mr. SAVERY: Mr. Chairman, Mr. Mayor, Ladies and Gentlemen: Just
why I am here I do not quite understand, but I suppose the answer is I came
because my good friend, Chief Shepard wanted me to say a few words to you
ladies and men this afternoon. I would like to try and get, in the vernacular of the
street, "Next to you" at the very outset. So I am just going to say that you are a
splendid company of ladies and gentlemen. You look good to me, all of you. I
was very much interested in coming into the room to notice a motto hanging on
the wall, "PLEASE DO NOT SMOKE." I see that you can practise by precept
and example the virtue of not having to smoke. I think it is an excellent thing.
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WEED TIRE CHAINS
ARE NOW MADE IN TWO PATTERNS
FIRST: WEED DELUXE, as illustrated herewith, for those who want
the Reinforced Cross Chains which
give so much greater mileage. The
Twin-Loc Side Chains which are
smooth on both sides and withstand
strains from any angle, and the
Lever Locking Connecting Hooks
which draw side chains together
with little effort and remain locked
under all conditions.
SECOND: WEED, for those who are loyal
to familiar and accustomed things and who
would rather have the tire chains that have
safeguarded them for so many years. The
improved hardening process now gives
these chains more milage and the Lever
Locking Connecting Hooks make them easy
to attach.
Look for the name "WEED on the connecting hooks and cross chain hooks of
Weed and Weed DeLuxe Chains. Their
glittering brass-plated cross chains make
such a beautiful appearance--and how they
do hold and Iast l

AMERICAN CHAIN COMPANY, Incorporated
BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT
]~oston

Chicago

District Sales Offices
New York
Philadelphia

Pittsburgh

San Francisco

THE CONNECTICUT LIGHT
A ND POWER COMPANY

General Offices

Waterbury, Conn.
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You know I would like to tell you this :--I esteem it a great privilege and a great
honor to be permitted to say just a few words to you in this connection thi~ afternoon.

For many years the Irishman of America has had to stand the gaff and many
stories have been told about "Pat". I am going to reverse the order of exercises
and tell you in three or four words about two Hebrews that got into conversation
the other day. One of them said to the other, "Ikey, how did you come out with
your fire last week ?" He answered, "Listen, it wasn’t last week, it’s next week."
(Laughter.) I heard a pretty good story last week at our Rotary Club Luncheon.
I think there are only two or three Rotarians here, but I might qualify it by saying
about 4o% Rotarians who constitute the Quartet that have so delightfully enterained you were .present last week, and I will ask their indulgence to permit me to
repeat the story. There was an old man down in Alabama who owned a farm and
his land lay ten miles adjacent to the Seaboard Air Line Railway and he undertook
to raise cotton on this farm. Some years he was successful. Other years he was
like the woolen business,--not very good. This particular year, however he had
accumulated quite a lot of money, and the years he made a few dollars he wanted
to spend that money in ti’avel, and this particular morning he was up in Buffalo
sitting comfortably in the train when three gentlemen came in. They had been
attending the Circuit Races at Buffalo, and coulc~ not think ~of anything else
but horse. Suct~ a horse,--he was marvellous, speed, etc. The old Alabamian listened for a little while and it sort of got under his skin. He saidl "I don’t know
anything about horses gentlemen, but want to tell you something. I have a bull
down in Alabama." They were interested to know about it. He said, "When
that bull was a very young calf, (my land is ten miles adjacent to the railroad)
he started when he was three or four months old to race freight trains, and by the "
time that bull was six months old he could beat any freight train on that line, and
by the time he was a year old he started in to race express trains, and by the time
he was a year and a half old I have seen him time and time again, start in and
beat any express train for that ten mile stretch until today, gentlemen, he can beat
any horse, I don’t care what horse it is you are talking about." They were very
much interested and would like to see this bull. He said, "He is down in Alabama
and any day you men want to come down I will be very glad to show him to you."
He did not have any such bull at all. What he was giving was the. other kind.
(Laughter.) But, be that as it may, he had an old colored man on the place, Rastus,
his best farmer. One day when he got a telegram that these men were coming, he
said, "Rastus, these men are coming, and I am going away and leave you to
receive them." Rastus said, "What am I going to tell them ?" He said, "That aint
for me’to explain, it’s your job. I am going to beat it out of town." Rastus
went out to meet the incoming train, bringing the men to see the bull . As they
swung off the train, Rastus met them and said, "Gentlemen, I am powerful sorry,
but the boss left about four hours before I got your telegram. Powerful sorry.
But he has gone away on a long trip." "Where’s he gone ? .... To New York, from
New York to Cincinnati, Cincinnati to Dallas, Texas." "When do you expect
him home ? .... Gentlemen, he won’t be home before very late tomorrow night."
(Laughter.) They said to him, "Did he go by air-plane ?" No, gentlemen, he didn’t
take any air-plane." "We are greatly disappointed we cannot see him, but, there
is no reason why we cannot see the bull." "Gentlemen, I cannot show you the bull.
I have told you the boss was going to get home late tomorrow night from this trip.
He has done rode the bull." (Laughter.)
You know Pittsfield has been a city between twenty five and thirty years.
We think we are a delightful lot of folks up here in the hills, for we have been
especially honored by the men who have been elected in the by-gone years to
represent us as our chief executives, and we have been entertaining conventions
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The Fireman’s Fund
is in the front rank
in fire, marine and
automobile insurance.

Compliments of the

AMERICAN THREAD
Holyoke, Mass.
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since Pittsfield became a city, and years before while she was a town, and it has
always been customary for the Mayor of the City or the Chairman of the Board
of Selectmen to meet those groups of men and say to them, "I present you the
k~y to the city". It is a splendid thing and a proper thing,--the only welcome
that you are entitled to receive at the hands of the Chief Executive of the City.
Do you know I think sometimes that some of us would have enjoyed it just a
little more before the Volstead Act went into effect. But of course we could not
help that. Now the Mayor has very graciously and gracefully skid to you, "Welcome, to Pittsfield. Here is the key to the city." It is a nice thing to do. But do
you know I realize that you men, some ~of you, have come from long distances
to attend this Convention, and sometimes when I go on a j om:ney and stay a day
or two longer than I expected, I find myself a little short of change. It would
be a great convenience to have a place where you could go and get $5. or $~o
perhaps, and with that thought in mind, so far as you men are concerned, I just
said to myself "I will bring up the key of the Agricultural Bank (Exhibits large
.key). If you want anything don’t hesitate. (Laughter.) My good friend Francis
is Treasurer of a bank, and I have a little connection with the Agricultural. I
think the Berkshire County is a splendid bank, and I have reason for thinking that
way, but I do not think it is in a class with the old Agricultural. So any of you
boys who need a few dollars, do not hesitate to go up there. (Laughter and Applause.)
I think the delightful thing about any speech is to have it brief, and I know
it is a warm afternoon, and you men and women do not want to stay here and listen
to a lot of nonsense, and I am not going to take but just another moment of your
time. I would like to tell you with all the energy at my command that I am in
favor of your organization of fire fighters because there is no body or group of
men in any community that are more essential to the welfare of that commurfity
than the men who are associated in the fire departments. Mayor Francis said
to you the one thing we dread at night is fire. I would go just a step further and
say I believe the Police Department is just as essential. We want the protection
of our homes afforded by them, and I will go just another step further and say
that there is no Police Department in Massachusetts or in this country of any size,
in my opinion, that is more efficient, more painstaking, more Courteous, than the
Pittsfield Police Department. (Applause.) As for Chief Shepard, all you have to
do is to look at that Websterian brow, and you will immediately grasp the situation of the Fire Department in Pittsfield.
You know I have been interested since a small boy, and that covers
a good many years, in going to and from fires. There is always a group
of fellows here and another group there. You could not get one of them
to go up on that piano with a step~ladder. They wouldn’t dare. But, they
always say (I am going to ask you ladies to excuse me) these Wisenheimers
always say, "Why don’t the damn fools put the stream over there?" I
have always been willing, when observing a fire, to believe that the men
handling that hose knew better where to put it than I did, and as I w’ould
not like to go up on top of that piano, I do not feel that I am .in any position to criticize them because I believe they know best. It has been a great
pleasure, ladies and gentlemen, to say these few words to you this afternoon. I appreciate the honor and congratulate you on your good sense in
having come to P.ittsfield to hold this Convention, and if you are as sensible
as you look to be, you Will decide at this Convention to hold each and every
other annual convention in Pittsfield. (Applause.)
PRESIDENT HURLEY. It is our good fortune to listen to a few
words from our good friend and host, Chief Bill Shepard.
13
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ALWAYS ON CALL!
~FFICIENT writing service is yours any-

12~ where, any time, when you own an
Underwood Portable. Fast, compact, dependable the Portable is always on call.
The man who owns one soon discovers
that though he may dread to write, he likes
to type-write. It is a genuine satisfaction to see the words appear on paper
almost as fast as you think them.

Price, $50 in the U. S. A.
UNDERWOOD TYPEWRITER COMPANY, Inc.
Underwood Building
::::
New York City
Branches in all Principal Cities

UNDERWOOD PORTABLE

1 AUTOMATIC SPRINKLERS 1
. Will Help You

Fight Fires and Keep Down
The Nation’s .Fire Loss

GRINNELL COMPANY, Inc.
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WALI R & PRATT MFG. CO.
Manufacturers of

Crawford Cooking Ranges and Heaters
31-35 UNION STREET, BOSTON, MASS.
Factory at WATERTOWN, MASS.

Chief JOHN W. O’HEARN
Secretary-Treasurer, Watertown, ~/~ass.

Hopewell Grease Spring Co,vers
GREASE
TYPE

oI~EWELL HOPEWELL SPRING COVERS PROTECT

AND LUBRICATE
"A necessity on Fire Trucks"
Hopewell Spring Covers afford a sure and
scientific method of spring lubrication. They
are designed by a graduate mechanical engineer.
Spring Cover Types
The Hopewell Grease Cover material is Chase
Leatherwove of heaviest quality with special
fine grain embossed surface, moleskin back, for
use with graphite grease.
Hopewell Grease Spring Cover, per section, $1.70

SPRING
COVER

PROTECT AND
LUBRICATE

HOPL~L
B~OTI’~I~S
WATERTOWN, MASS.
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"Since its organization in
1819 the
COMPANY
has been known as

Dependable"

RALPH B. IVES, President
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Compliments of

National Fire Insurance Co.
Hartford, Conn.
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CHIEF WILLIAM C. SHEPARD. Mr. Mayor, Brother Chiefs and
Ladies :--It gives me great pleasure to be here this afternoon to greet my
friendg, the Fire Chiefs of Ne~v Englarid, ladies and guests, and to listen to
the ~vords of welcome of our Mayor. I hope you will enjoy your stay while
with us and when you return to your homes, I want all of you to remember
this :--The latch-string is ahvays hanging on the outside in the Queen City
of the ]Berkshire Hills. I have an announcement here to make. (Reads.)
(Announcement regarding the ladies attending the Capitol~ Theatre at 7:30
P.M., alsofor all delegates and guests to assemble at 9:15 the next morning
to have pictures taken. ~Vednesday morning the’ladies were to leave the
hotel at 10 A.M. for an automobile ride, and have ~dinner at 1 o’clock in the
Red Lion Inn in Stockbridge. VVed.nesday afternoon between four and six
tea to be served at the WENDELL by Mrs. Campbell assisted by Mrs.
Shepard and others. Wednesday evening the ladies to attend the Palace
Theatre at 7:30 P.M. Thursday morning the ladies will leave the Wendell
for a trip through the Eaton, Crane and Pike plant. Your badges will be
your passports.
For the men, Wednesday morning cars to leave the Park right in front
of the hotel at 9:45 A.M. for the plant of the General Electric Company,
to witness the demonstration of a two million volt lightning flash and the
Foamite Tests. Your badges will be your passports. If you do not have your
badges, you will have to register at the plant. (Applause.)
PRESIDENT HURLEY.. Ladies and Gentlemen" One year ago about
this time, we held our convention in ]Boston. We received a whole-hearted
welcome from one of our brothers who is here today. I am. going to ask
him now to respond to the welcoming speeches of the Mayor and others
in this City. It gives me great pleasure .to introduce Fire Commissioner
Theodore A. Glynn of ]Boston.
FIRE COMiVIISSIONER GLYNN. Mr. President, Honorable Mayor,
fellow members of the New England Association of Fire Chiefs ::-We have
listened with attention to your kind words of welcome, Mr. Mayor and we
are k~enly appreciative of their sincerity as well as being impressed with
th’e warmth of your greeting. Already we have been made to feel at home
and the consideration and courtesies that have been shown us since our
arrival assure us that }ve are welcome visitors. Through me, the members of the New England Association of Fire Chiefs say "Thank you." We
want you to believe that we are glad to come here to your beautiful city
among the hills and partake of the hospitality of the municipality of Pittsfield. For a long time ~ve have been looking forward to this convention,
n6t with the thought of seeking pleasure and entertainment, not for rest
and recreation, but because we knew that here under the most pleasant and
congenial surroundings we may debate and ~deliberate on. the problems.that
confront the men who are charged with the responsibility of protecting the
lives and property of the people of New England from the ravages of fire.
~ The New England Association of Fire Chiefs is not a fraternal organization established solely for the benefit of those who are elected to membership ;
nor is it a social organization seeking the joys and comforts that one naturally finds in the beautiful hills of Western Massachusetts. Rather it is a
professional organization composed of men who are devoting their lives to
the highest of Christian ideals--a service that saves. Fire fighting today is
not a matter of luck, it has ceased to be a "hit and miss" proposition, it has
become a scientific profession and the man of these times who is at the
17
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head of a fire department in any community of reasonable size is there because by application to duty, by experience judged from performance, by
constant study, he has reached the top, selected from amongst his fellows
because he is best fitted for the position.
It is not necessary for me to mention here the tremendous organization
necessary in the fire department of a city or large town. The annual appropriation figures speak in forc~’f~l t~¥ms of the cost of fire protection.
The expense is felt, more or less, indirectly, in the tax bill of the private citizen who is called upon each year to contribute his share to maintain his
local fire department. Many times the question is raised and the merits
debated of having a great and efficient fire force, with the~ facts brought out
that some are even skeptical of the value, of an expensive fire fighting force.
The cost of efficiency is high, and adequate protection from fire means most
e,fficient protection. What constitutes a large sum in small communities
is only a small sum in a large city, but the burden is fairly well equalized
throughout the country.
"-- ~
Many of those who take the opposite view of the wisdom of great expenditures feel that such an expenditure is useless, regardless of increased
efficiency, unless there is a material and noticeable reduction in the cost of
insurance. The argument is advanced that if a man puts certain fire appliances in his building, or puts a fire extinguisher on his automobile, his
cost of insurance is lowered. If he equips his building with automatic sprinklers he receives a substantial reduction in his rates in an amount that the
saving in a few years will pay the cost of the sprinkler installation. Following the logic of this reasoning, when a city is completely motorized with
sufficient and standard equipment, when it has a trained body of men in the
fire fighting force, and when it has an abundant and well distributed water
supply, the question is asked "Why do we not receive a reduction in our
insurance rates?" This certainly seems to be a fair question, yet one which
no one seems to be able to answer or cares to answer. I am not going to
discus,s it, as insurance seems to be as mystifying as the fourth dimension,
yet somme day some one may startl~ the World v~ith a solution of the distribution of profits, and the millenium may be at hand marked by a reduction in insurance rates. I fear it will not be in our generation. We have
no personal grievance with the insurance people but the feeling is general
that some substantial reduction should be meted out to the communities
that bear the burden, or the insurance companies should make a generous
contribution to the support of the fire departments.
I cite this example of one of the reasons why we gather together.
:Regardless of the attitude of the insurance interests cities and towns will
continue to provide protection from fire, bearing the burden as a sense of
duty but failing to share in the profits.
There are many other problems that confront fire fighters, more scientific than the econom, ical one I have just mentioned. A glance at the program w,ill reveal the subjects that are to be discussed, and from these discussions much valuable information will be derived and the members of
the New England Association of Fire Chiefs will return to their homes
thankful for their visit to Pittsfield and better equipped for the information
they have gained. I know our stay in Pittsfield will be a fruitful one because we feel that we are welcome and so much has been done to assist in
carrying out the arrangements for the program. On behalf of the New
England Association of Fire Chiefs I thank you, Mr. Mayor, for your cordial
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greeting, and extend to you and the citizens of Pittsfield our sincere appreciation of your hospitable invitation. (Applause.)
PRESIDENT HURLEY: I have an announcement here to make by the
Traffic Manager. Anybody wishing to obtain parlor car seats for Boston on
the.train leaving Pittsfield at 3:25 P.M. Standard Time on Thursday can
have same reserved on application to the Traffic Manager, Mr. George F.
Cobb any time before 4 P.M. Wednesday.
During the last year we lost three of our members. And we believe it
only fitting that we hold some exercises in commemoration of their memory.
We will now hold our Annual Memorial Exercises.
SELECTION ....................................................................................................
Quartet
PRAYER ............................................................
Revl Vincent G. Burns, Pittsfield
"Eternal God, our dear Heavenly Father, we come together today as a
company of Thy children, believing that Thou art the Giver of every good
and perfect gift. We blend our hearts this afternoon in fellowship together,
keeping sacred memorial for these hallowed lives that have gone on to Thee,
and our Dear Father in Heaven, as we come together today we pray that
Thou wilt remind us of their lives, their sacrifices, their devotion to a
great cause, their saviourhood in the world, their courage and their spirit,
that somehow in this hour our lives may partake of their gallant spirits,
that we today who still live shall bear about in our lives their memory, that
we shall be nobler and nobler and truer and truer and stronger and stronger because of the sweet memory of their lives, that somehow today we shall feel that
theyI are with us, they are in this room now in the circle of our fellowship. They
are not absent but present in our midst, seeking to express their lives to
others, seeking to keep us close to the idea, striving to bring us closer, to
Thee, our God and our Father. And so we pray today that as we remember
them, our lives shall be drawn closer to Thee, shall be sweetened and held
in their memory that we shall again have the inspiration and comradeship
of their souls.

And O God our Father we thank Thee today for the revelation which we
have had in Jesus Christ our Lord, for somehow we believe that they are alive.
Somehow we trust that we shall see them again, that those dear faces that we have
loved long since and lost awhile and shall see again, touch their hands, wipe away
their tears and greet them in the Heavenly Home and know again the blessed
meeting time and friendship which we have so long lost. So our God we pray
today that in this Memorial Service our consciences may be quickened and our
spirits may awake to all that is fine, high and true because of their memory. Make
us conscious of the great heritage which we have in Jesus Christ, our Lord
through whom all the redeemed shall know the resurrection of life and shall undeitake the experiences of the Kingdom of Heaven. We pray in the name of Christ
our Lord. Amen.
ROLL-CALL OF DECEASED MEMBERS
John Otis Taber, Chief Boston Fire Dept., died Dec. 16, 1924.
James Smith, Chief Fire Dept., Dover, N. H. died FeB. 8, 1925
James I-Tighe, Chief of Fire Dept., Willimantic, Conn., died April 22, 1925.
PRESIDENT: We will now listen to a Memorial Address by the Rev. Vimcer, t G. Burns.
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Veteran of 49 Years Service Praises
Indian Fire Patrol
Chief Louis Behrens, Well-known fire fighter of Charlesto.n, S. C, tells of
splendid performance of his. Indian Motorcycle Equipment.
In Charleston, S. C., two Indian Fire Patro~s were placed in service during :~¢iarch,
1924.. One machine was assigned to the lower and one to the upper district to take care
of all telephone calls. The service rendered by these two "Fire-Patrols" was so wonderful that we quote Chief Behrens as follows"
/"The Motorcycles respond to telephone calls between the hour of 8 A.I/L
and 10 P.M.--all calls after 10 P.~V[. being answered by the larger apparatus.
During the past 10 months the company in the lower district received 80 calls
and the motorcycle responded to 50. The company in the upper district received
65 telephone calls--43 of which were answered by the motorcycle. I am pleased
to say that 98% of all calls answered by the motorcycles were handled by them
alone. In other words in only 2% of the calls answered was it necessary to send
for help."
SOLVES THE SMALL-BLAZE PROBLEM. For covering outlying residential districts, for investigating
reports of suspicious smoke, for automobile and trolley fires, the Indian Fire :Patrol has no equal. It
’ is the logical solution of the small-blaze problem.
EFFICIENCY PLUS ECONOMY. The great saving effected in the departments using the Indian Fire
"Patrol have led to recommendations for doubling the equipment in many cases. Upkeep is extremely
"..low--fuel, tires and general operating costs are minimum. Little storage space is reqflired; even the
smallest station can accommodate the Indian. It is swift, powerful, sturdily constructed, dependab]e
and flexible. The fire fighting equipment i~ furnished by ~’oamite-Childs.
HOW IT SAVES YOUR CITY MONEY. In Charleston, S. C., 98 percent of ~11 telephone calls answered
by the Indian Fire Patrols were handled by them alone. In only 2 percent of the calls was it necessary to send for the help of larger apparatus, ffust think of the money saved by this new equipment.
Write us for descriptive literature on the Indian Fire l~atrol.
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Ladies and Gentlemen: It is a great privilege to be here with you this after-~
noon, to unite with you in this memorial service and in this convention. I am.
especially glad to be here because of my deep friendship with the local Fire Chief,
William Shepard. As I speak to you I feel the warmth of your reception and
I ~feel that we are going to have "A l-lot Time in the Old Town To-night," because
the firemen are in town. As I speak to you this afternoon about the men that
have died I feel it is unnecessary tosay or even worry about where they have gone,
because if they have gone down below they will be very much accustomed to the
place and if they have gone up above they shall be happy and in peace. As I speak
to you this afternoon I think of that wonderful word of another Hebrew, who you
remember said "I hear a voice from Heaven saying, Blessed are the dead who
die in-the Lord, for their good works do follow after them." And truly today as.
we gather here, that is what we would feel. We thank God for their good works,
for indeed they do follow after them. But I think there is a deeper yearning in our
hearts this afternoon. As we think of these men we feel that we should like to
know whether or not they are dead forever. We have the feeling at times of
this experience of death that it seems to be surely an e~d, but we cannot under-stand. Death does seem to be death. When we say "Goodbye" to our friends
it’, seems to be the last farewelh But then there are other times when we have
intimations of some great life after this, when we feel daily yearnings for that
future life, when we have the experience of all the race, the ancient Egyptians,
Persians, Babylonians and all mankind throughout the history of the world, who
have somehow believed that their dead were not dead but somehow were .living.
But I think today we want something more definite than that. We want to
have some great conviction about this thing which we call immortality. W’e want
to be sure about something. We would like to know whether there is such a thing
as life after death. I am reminded of that church-yard in England, St. Martin’s
of Canterbury, and there in that little church-yard, in that little yard where the
memorial yew-tree still stands where the ancient Arch-Bishop of Canterbury
some day may have walked, there is a grave-stone marking the grave of Henry
Alford once Dean of Canterbury, author of "Ten Thousand Times Ten Thousand" and upon that grave stone are the words which he composed himself, the
inscription in Latin, "Deversorium viatoris hierosolymani proficiscentis" which
means "This is the inn of a traveller on his road to Jerusalem." And man in his
highest moments thinks the same thing. When he lays aside this mortal body
he feels like saying as Dean Alford said, "This is only the Inn of a traveller
.on his way to Jerusalem." Well, we feel that way for this reason. We feel
immortality is true because we have the conviction that man is something more
than just a physical body. We have the conviction that mar~ is soul, that there is
something more to us than atoms and molecules, but a good many people we know
here today are not thinking like that. The other day a bi-ologist went into the
class-room and said," I will draw you a map of the cosmos and we will let this
blackboard be the universe, and then .this large circle we call the cosmic world,
and the smaller circle our solar system, and this tiny speck our planet earth. Now
upon that planet man is nothing else than a few specks of carbon and water crawlmg around in that planet soon to fly back to the stratum from which he came."
Jesus Christ, Paul, Phillips Brooks, just a few atoms of carbon and water crawling
around on the planet earth! At last to fly back to the stratum from which they
came! Not so long ago a chemist went into the laboratory and took a test tube
and decided he would analyze a man and find out just what he was composed of.
So he took an .average man 5 feet IO inches tall, and weighing about 15o pounds
and analyzed just what the man was composed of. And this is what he found.
Enough fat to make seven bars of soap, enough iron to make a medium sized nail,
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enough lime to whitewash a chicken coop, enough magnesium to explode a flash
light photograph, enough sugar to fill a sugar bowl, enough phosphorus to explode
a toy cannon, enough potassium to cover the heads of a few matches, and then
alittle sulphur, and said the chemist, "At market prices man is worth iust 98 cents.
Man is worth iust 98 cents! Jesus Christ, Henry Ward Beecher, analyzed in a
test tube and wo#th just 98 cents! But somehow we do not believe that. We
believe man is more than just a physical combination of atoms and molecules. We
believe that man is a soul. And we believe too more than Mark Twain said,
viz. "God made man at the end of the week when lie was tired." We believe
God was not tired when I-Ie made man, for we are the greatest expression of
God’s love in the Universe. I believe in evolution, but I see man come up the
!ong winding spiral of ascending life into the light of reason and conscience and
love and I see in the life of man the soul of God brought to a focal point and that
soul of man is immortal. Something that is real, and as we know from our biology
and study of the sciences, nothing in this Universe that is real, nothing that exists
in this Universe is transitory. It is just as eternal as the Universe itself. So if
you believe in God you believe in man. You believe that man somehow is an
immortal soul, which can never be destroyed. And then I think we have the
conviction of immortality too. Because we see in the courageous spirit of man
something that transcends the physical Universe. I have read that account of
Theudides, when he was writing of his Athenian horrors. "In every extremity
they dared beyond their endurance, they hazarded beyond their iudgment, they
loved beyond their courage, but in every need and ~ extremity they were of excellent hope."
When we think of these men who have died, seeinK in their lives an
idealism in conduct, their courage, sacrifice, devotion, som!ething in the spirit
of those men says to us, "This thing can never die." There is something in
those lives that must be immortal, where there is courage, and where there
is the spirit of~unselfish devotion and sacrifice that thing lives and can never
die. I am reminded of the story that a college president once told. He
said he had heard all kinds of cheering, wonderful cheering when the team
was winning, stubborn cheering when they were losing, victorious cheerinK when the winninK team came home, but never in all" his life had he heard
such cheering as upon one day the Captain of the football team carried a
poor little crippled boy to the platform to receive his degree, lie had finished at the head of his class and all the boys broke out in cheerinK for the
poor little crippled boy who had had the courage to go through college and
finish at the head of his class. Four. years before the professor called the
roll, and ~hen he came~ to this boy he said, "Stand up, sir." Back came the
answer, "I cannot, sir. I have not stood up since I was four years old."
It only took him four years to stand head and shoulders above his class.
There is something in that spirit that can never die. SomethinK of that
same indestructible, indomitable spirit of those men who have died. SomethinK in you men who are giving your lives to safeguard this ideal,--there
is something there that can never die. So we have th6 conviction today
that these men still liye. We. have the conviction that courage can never
die. I remember one day standin~ on the ~Pier at lioboken just after the
War when one of the great transports came in. On board that hospital
ship were some of the worst wounded of the war, blind men, arms gone,
legs gone, terribly mangled, they were sitting on the decks of the t~ed Cross
I-Iospital Ship "Mercy," and as that ship came into the ~ier, the band was
play_in.K, flags flying~ but ~uddenly the music stopped, because from that
ship we heard the sound of singing. It was the men on the decks, the
wounded men were sinking, and this is the song they sang that day as they
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came back home, with their scarred and wounded bodies, bodies wounded
and broken for their country. This was the sohg they sang. "America I
love you. You’re like a sweetheart of mine." Is it any wonder that down
on that Pier that day there wasn’t a dry eye, for everyone felt that there
was the concentrated Symbol of America’s spirit. There was something
there that could not die. Something there that in the great plan of God’s
Universe was indestructible, the spirit of courageous self sacrifice. And
then too we have the conviction that immortality is true, because there is
something in service that will not die. So many people come into this world
today and look upon the world as a large piece of chocolate cake from which
they are to cut the largest possible slice and eat it, but, my friends, the
firemen of our country, and we are proud of them, are very far from that
spirit. They do not look upon the world as a large piece of cake from
which they are to get the most they can, but they look upon this world as
a needy place where lives are to be saved,where fires are to be put ~out,
where there are very needy tasks to be done. Wherever you get that spirit,
you get the spirit of immortality. The man who throw:s his life and loses
his life, says Jesus, is going to find it. Nothing is truer in this world than
that, for when a man begins to lose his life for others, he begins to find it.
Yes, he begins to know immortality here. He feels it moving in his life.
lie knows it. lie is sure of it. So when Florence Nightingale goeg out to
tl~e Crimea to minister to the soldiers, and she loses her life, yes, she does,-her society life in England, but she fills a glorious life out there ministering
to the dying men upon the battle-field. You say David Livingston lost his
life, for one day he went into Canterbury Cathedral as a poor boy, and
without any money in his pocket. They passed the plate and he had nothing to put in, but with tears running down his {ace, he tore a little slip off
a’ piece of paper and wrote his name, "David Livingston" upon that slip and
threw the slip of paper into the collection plate, saying as he did so, "0,
God, I haven’t any money, but give you all I have. liere is my life." And
~vhen a man begins to give his life he begins to know what immortality
means; he begins to grow into it here. The story, is told of a wonderful
Scottish nobleman, Sir Bradley Frauwag. t-Ie was coming to meet a friend,
and the friend did not know just how he would tell the servant to meet him
at the train, so thought the matter over, and finally said, "Now when the
train comes in, you look for a tall, kindly gentleman, helping somebody.
That is the way I like to think of our firemen, tall, k-indly gentlemen, always
ready to help somebody. And ~vhen a man begins to enter into that spirit of
service, he does not look upon the world as a piece of chocolate cake which
he is going to eat. lie does not look upon the world as a place where he
will get the most he can. lie looks upon it as a great stadium, a great arena,
agreat ampitheatre into which he may throw his life, where for God’s sake
and humanity’s he may lose his life if need be in great and good service to
men. We have the conviction that there is such a thing as immortality
because we believe that man is something more than a physical self, because
we believe that in the spirit o{ courage there is something that transcends
this earth, because we see in the life of service something that is even now
winn.ing immortality here. But my friends as we took to the One life that
has won immortality as we know it, what do we see? We see many centuries of humanity upon this earth. Perhaps we see 100 centuries of human
history, and through all that time the path of those governments and nations,
kingdoms and republics, above all stands the one great, noble figure of Jesus
Christ. lie had no political propaganda, no social system, no program. He
had none of these things. All He had was a few devout followers. But
somehow, He overturned civilization, somehow lie laid the foundations for
29
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our modern life, because He went into life with this great conviction, that
He was the Son of a Good God, that somehow He could use His courage for
men, and that somehow in losing His life He could win it. So today Jesus
Christ has more life than ever he had upon those Palestinian Hills. He
lives in the hearts of millions and millions of Christians. Some one said
the other day there were 520,000,000 Christians in the world. And then a
journalist writing in a newspaper said that sometimes we have our moments of depression when we wonder where they live." Are we truly
Christ.fans? Well, if we are, we then can understand what immortality
means. Living a life of service, courageously and confidently for men, and
as We live that life the little worries and fears, the little doubts about this
mysterious Un.iverse, that seems to just end in this vale of clay, shall drop
away =and we shall stand in the midst of it absolutely confident that we are
God’s children and our lives are immortal and shall never, never die. Over
in the little city of Nottingham in England there is a little tumble-down
house, and in that house there is a little tablet, and that tablet commemorates
the fact of William Booth’s conversion to the Christian way of life. It tells
how William Booth in that little house in Nottingham first began the great
movement which we know today as the Salvat.ion Army, and one day an
old colored man came into that housd and asked the caretaker if he might
kneel and pray before that tablet, and the caretaker said "Certainly." The
old negro in the uniform of the Salvation Army knelt down before that tablet,
and this was his prayer,--just five words, he raised his eyes to Heaven and
said, "O, God, do it again." As I think and as you think of these men whose
lives we remember today, not only the men of this district, but the men and
firemen of the Un.ited States, and not only them, but the great fellowship
of the saints who have counted service higher than self-consciousness, and
counted sacrifice nobler than sin, who have taken their lives and laid them
upon the altar of God’s Word,---I say not only these men but all their
brothers and sisters who in the history of the world have readily given their
lives in consecrated devotion to this Christian ideal, I say as we think
of that great company, that great cloud of witnesses that surround us today,
may it not be our prayer as we think of our own lives, and our cities, and
our own work, may it not be that we shall have=the spirit of that old
colored man kneeling there before that tablet of William. Booth, and that
we ishall pray in our hearts, "0, God, do it again." So as we think of our
dear friends today, the words of a wonderful poem are running through our
mind :--

They don’t need us any longer, but we need them in our day;
It is for us to live, it is for us to carry on what they have begun. And
the poem I think of is the word not of a Christian, but a man who nevertheless had a very wonderful vision of what life could be, who certainly speaks
to all our hearts and gives us yet another vision of what immortality
means, the words of the poet Shelley: as he says to,us today,--and as these
men might want to say to us from their happy experiences of the life beyond :
"0, man, fare thee on in courage of soul,
Though the billows of life round thee roll
They shall sleep in the light of a glorious day
And Hell and Heaven shall set thee free
For the universe of destiny."
SELECTION BY QUARTET.
Adjourned at 4:45 P.M.
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3,143,051.09
MARINE, WAR, AUTOMOBILE, FIRE,
EXPLOSION, TORNADO, SPRINKLER, LEAKAGE
RENTS, USE AND OCCUPANCY, RIOT AND CIVIL COMMOTION,
TRANSIT, TOURIST BAGGAGE AND PARCEL POST

HOME OFFICES: 87 Kilby Street, Boston, Massachusetts
V~estern Departments
Lansing, Michigan
Rawling & I-Iewett, i~ianagers

New York Office
66 Beaver Street,
New York, N. Y.

Pacific Coast Departments
230 Sansome St., San Francisco,
Cal.
Charles A. Colvin, Manager

-- THE --

EXCHANGE TRUS! COMPANY
INVITES

Checking and Savings Accounts
Savings Deposits go on Interest last day
o£ each month

Resources over $20,000,000.
1 COURT STREET

::
::
124 BOYLSTON STREET
Member Federal Reserve System

ROBERT E. FAY, Vice-Pres. "Member Box 52 Association."
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TUESDAY EVENING, JUNE 23, 1925
ARMORY HALL
PRESIDENT. The first business of the meeting is the appointment of
Committees. Committee on Courtesies:
Chief John Moran of t-Iartford, Conn.
Chief Casey of Cambridge.
Alfred Sloane of Berlin, N. H.
The Committees on Credentials. and Registration:
George W. Austin
P. Hildreth Parker
"
Herbert I4. Pratt
They are men. that are interested in the welfare of our Convention. They
did it last year and did a very creditable job. I believe they should be commended by the Convention when the time comes for the meritorious work
they have done.
Are there any Committee reports to be read?
Chief Johnson on the Badge Committee.
CHIEF JOHNSON. At the last Convention, the Secretary and myself
were appointed a Committee to procure some kind ofa badge and obtain
a lapel button for the Association. We have attended to our duties. We
have had a button struck up, which reads "New England Association Fire
Chiefs" with five crossed trumpets in the center the same as our emblem
that is on the program. A number of the directors and officers have seen
them. They are in gold and in gold plate. The gold button could be sold
to the members for about $3.50, and the gold plate for about $2.00. They
have had a die made and in the opinion of the Committee it is a mig.h~y
good button, and a mighty good price and I would like to make this motion,
that the report of the Committee be accepted and the badge adopted as the
official button of the Association. Most of the members have seen it and
they all like it very much. It is neat, and I think would make a satisfactory
button.

Motion seconded by Chief Neary of Natick.
SECRETARY O’HEARN. Mr. President, as I was a member of that
Committee I want to state how this was brought about. Chief Pachl, a
Connecticut Chief, some months ago, sent in an inquiry, Why not have a
badge or button that would identify us? I wrote him that we w;ould take
it up in the Directors’ Meeting and I have received a communication for
the question box dated June 19th for your round table discussion, "Why not
have a badge or button for the N. E. Association of Fire Ghiefs?" signed
by F. Howard Ferguson, Superintendent Fire Alarm, Bennington Vt. We went
to our friends in Massachusetts, Ex-chief Hiram Packard of Attleboro, and
he struck up this design from our official design which we have had since
the date of organization. It appears to be about what we want. If you will
notice even the date of organization is inside, in a circle, but it is so fine
we have got to see it with a glass. I hope that we will adopt this button.
Though it is not meant that every member of the organization must buy
one. We will probably buy a certain quantity and as the men want them
they can buy them.
PRESIDENT HURLEY. Is there any further talk or discussion on
this motion ?
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Compliments ooe the

~allard Oil Burnin~ Equipment Co.
Oil Burnin~ ~n~inee~s and Contractors
289 Cong~ress Street, Boston

a

:omatic

ilrllors

FOR

HOMES, APARTMENTS, SCHOOLS,
CHURCHES and OTHER BUILDINGS,
STEAM -- HOT WATER -- HOT AIR

Listed as standard by the National Board of Fire Underwriters, New
Ydrk Board of Standards and Appeals, and approved by" Insurance and
Municipal Authorities wherever sold.
Since 1916 made by

AETNA AUTOMATIC OIL BURNER, Inc.
Providence, R. I.
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HOTEL NONOTUCK
HOLYOKE
A mostdesirablestoppingplaceforBusiness Menand Tourists
CAFETERIA
FIREPROOF
::
EUROPEAN
::
ROOF GARDEN
::
DANCING
S.T. DAWSON, Manager

Chief PATRICK J. HURLEY
Past President, Holyoke, Mass.
C. H. Taber, President

C.A. Chase, Vice-President

G.W. Brainerd, Treasurer

American Pad and Paper Co.
MANUFACTURERS OF

PADS, TABLETS AND SCHOOL PAPERS
C. A. CHASE, Sales ~anager
Factory and Main Office, HOLYOKE, MASS.
SALESROOMS--NEW YORK, 305 Broadway
BALTIMORE, Piper Building
CHICAGO, 170 W. Randolph St.
SAN FRANCISCO, 444 Market St.
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GASOLINE ~na MOTOR OIL
STANDARD OIL C0. OF NEWYORK
~6 Broadway
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i Esty Automatic Fire Sprinkler
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The Fireman’s First Aid
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i

Installed By
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i

H. G. VOGEL COMPANY
ENGINEERS, CONTRACTORS and ~ANUFACTURERS
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AUTOMATIC FIRE SPRINKLER EQUIPMENTS
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New England Department
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~
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261 Franklin St., Boston, Mass.
Branch Departments
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The question was put and it was voted unanimously to adopt the button.
PRESIDENT. Report from Chief McCarthy on ~he Exhibits.
CHIEF McCARTHY. Mr. President, members of the N. E. Fire Chiefs’
Association :--I submit the following report as Chairman of the Exhibit
Committee. The following is a report of receipts and expenditures for the
Third Annual Convention.
In tlie Exhibition Hall there were 27--9 x 13 ft. spaces at $11.70 per ¯
space. There were 18--~ 9 x 20 ft. spaces at $18.00 per space. This makes a
total of $655.00 that could be collected for exhibition space.

There was collected:
Up to June 20, 1925 ......................................................................................
On June 23, 1925 ............................................................................................
On June 24, 1925 ...................................................................... .....................
Donated by the C. W. H. Moulton Ladder Co., Somerville, Mass .....
Miscellaneous ................................................................................................
Total collected ........................................................................................
Less expenditures :
American Mailing Co. (Multigraphing) ................................ $3.00
C. D. Cady Printing Co. Printing contract ................... : ...... 31.12
2.28
Printing, Letter Heads .............................................................
.90,
Envelopes ....................................................................................
2.50
Stamps ..........................................................................................

$420.55
205.85
13.50
15.00
.10
$655.00

$39.80

Total cash paid to Treasurer ..........................................

$615.20

It was moved by ~hief Allen and seconded by Chief Johnson that the
report be adcepted and placed on file and a vote of thanks given the Committee.
PRESIDENT. I would like to say myself that I know’ what his task
was. I-Ie surely should be commended for the very fine way in which he
did it, and for the work and time he put into it.

It was unanimously carried.
CHIEF McCARTHYI I. want to say Mr. President it was a pleasure
for me to go ahead and do this for the benefit of this organization in which
I am greatly interested.
:PRESIDENT. Are there any other Committee Reports?
TREASURER. Report on Finances. I have in my hands a copy of the
report of our last convention which is incomplete. There is an error in
the report. I am going to have it corrected. On page 213 there is a partial
report of the Chairman of the Exhibit Committee, our present President,
Brother Hurley as follows: "I am very sorry to say that we have not collected all of the money yet. I suppose I could give you a slight idea of
what it means. Receipts, $1430.00, expenses $80 which will leave $1350.00
in money to be turned over to the Secretary. It will be within $25 of the
$1350.--We will turn it over to the Association.
Collected to date ..................... i. ......................................................................... $1421.60
76.00
Expenses ............................................................................................................
Difference to be turned over ..........................................................................
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Domestic Oil Heating Co.
J. PARKER B. FISKE, President

AUTOMATIC OIL HEATIN6
FOR HOMES
843 Beacon Street, Boston
Telephone, Kenmore 2560

C.S.B. Sprinkler Co.
LACONIA N. H.
BOSTON OFFICE

54

BATTERYMARCH STREET
Approved

Underwriters Laboratories, Chicago
and
Associated Factory Mutual Fire Insurance Co’s.
?
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He sent in his final report to me on July llth, complete with the itemized
account attached as follows"
"To the Officers and Members of the N. E. Association of Fire Chiefs :Gentlemen"
The report of the Exhibition Committee in connection with the Second
Annual Convention of the New England Association of Fire Chiefs held in
Boston, Mass., June 24, 25-26, 1924 is. herewith submitted.
Forty-eight exhibitors of fire apparatus and equipment occupied 14,622
feet of floor space for which ten cents a foot was charged, amounting to
$1~462.20. We also rented a space for the sale of tonic for which, on a 50-50
basis, we received $20.10, making a total, of $1,482.30.
The expenses of the Exhibition Committee amoun~:ed to $89.05, leaving
a balance of $1393.25, which has been paid over to Secretary-Treasurer John
W. O’IKearn.
Herewith is a statement of the receipts and expenditures.
(List of Exhibitors, see page .)
Respectfully submitted~
PATRICK J. HURLEY, Chairman
JOHN O. TABER
CARL D. STOCKWELL
THOMAS J. MAHONEY
Exhibit Committee.
Total Receipts ..........................................................................
Expense of Committee .............................................................
Pa’id to Treas. O’Hearn .........................................................

$1482.30
$89.05
1393.25 .-$1482~30
Exhibit Committee.

As I stated, there was $22 and some odd cents. With that correction I
am going to ask that this report of the last Convention be accepted. I make
that as a motion.
CHIEF JOHNSON. I second that motion.
It was so voted.
TREASURER. Since then the Directors have held the following meet-’.
ings"
REPORT OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS FOR 1924-25
On December 10, 1924, the first meeting of the Directors of the New
England Association of Fire Chiefs for the year 1924-25 was held at the
office of Chief William C. Shepard, Pittsfield, Mass.
President Patrick J. Hurley presided and all directors were present. By
invitation of the D,irectors Mr. George F. Cobb and Mr. Harry J. Belknap
of Fire and Water ]Engineering were also present.
Chief Shepard reported the most satisfactory building in w, hich to hold
the Convention was the State Armory where meetings and exhibitions could
be held in the same building. Upon his invitation it was voted to hold the
Convention at the State Armory on June 23-24-25, 1925. The directors visited
the Armory.
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SIGNALING and PROTECTIVE
SYSTEMS
Fire Alarm M Fire and Watch -- Watchmans Recording
Telephone
Factory Call
Simple, safe, and reliable Signaling and Protective Systems have
been manufactured over a period of 40 years by The Holtzer-

Cabot Electric Company and are invarlablyspecified by the
leadlng architects and engineers of the country,
Industrial engineers are requested to send for descriptive
literature
--Home Office and Factory125 AMORY STREET, BOSTON, MASS.
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ANNOUNCEMENT
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TERRITORY SELECTED, AND NOW CARRYING A
COMPLETE LINE OF FIRE EQUIPMENT
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AMERICAN FIRE EQUIPMENT CO.
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New England Fire Appliance Co.
BOSTON,

Manufacturers

MASS.

UNIVERSAL
MOTOR FIRE APPARATUS -- CHEMICAL FIRE ENGINES
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS -- FIRE DEPARTMENT SUPPLIES
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It was voted to make the Hotel Wendell headquarters of the association
during the convention as this hotel was centrally located and able to take
care of three hundred persons.
The question of topics and speakers was discussed at length and a tentative program drawn up. The Secretary was instructed to correspond with
various speakers as to their possibility of addressing us on the dates of the
Convention.
: It was voted that Mr. Harry J. Belknap be appo’inted newspaper correspondent and publicity manager for the coming year.
From new~paper reports the Directors learned of the injury of Chief
William Daley of Brockton and a telegram of sympathy was sent.

Meeting adjourned at 4:30 P.M.

JOHN W. O’HEARN, Secretary.
: On February 18th,. 1925, the second, meeting of the Directors of the
New England Association of Fire Chiefs was held at 234 Devonshire Street,
Boston, Mass.
President Patrick J. Hurley presided and all directors were present.
Chief McCarthy of the Exhibit Committee and Harry Belknap, Press Representative, were also present.
Chief Johnson was excused to attend Legislative Committee meeting at
the State House.
Since our last meeting the death occurred of our State Vice President
of Massachusetts, Chief John O. Taber of Boston on December 16, 1924. A
floral tribute was sent and the funeral was attended by a large number of
our members.
President Hurley announced that he had appointed Chiefs Sewell M.
Rich, Somerville; George L. Johnson, Waltham, and James M..Casey, Cambridge a committee on Resolutions on the death of Chief John O. Taber of
Boston.
The death of Chief James Smith of Dover, New Hampshire was announced at this meeting and the following Committee on Resolutions was
appqinted: Chiefs James Smith, Nashua, Charles H. French, Manchester,
Arthur W. Spring, Laconia.
It was voted that Chief Selden R. Allen of ]3rookline, Mass., be appointed
to. fill the unexpired term of State Vice-President caused by the death o!
Chief John O. Taber.
On motion of Chief Shepard the Directors voted that the same method
be adopted this year of reporting the proceedings of the Convention and
that the printing of the Report be awarded to Mr. Henry M. Quinlan.

Discussion followed as to topics for the coming Convention and as a
result of some letters sent but by the Secretary the following persons were
invited to address the Convention:
Thomas E. Lally of Boston.
Frank C. Jordan, of Indianapolis, Indiana.
Chief John L. Sullivan, Pittsfield Police Department.
Chief Daniel E. Sennott of Boston Fire Department.
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Gamewell
Fire Alarm
Telegraph
Co.
1022 Commonwealth Ave.
Boston, Mass.

A. D. WHEELER
New England Agent

It pays to own

a Hupmobile
[
,
¯

¯ ."

FOUR S

EIGHT S

THE L. & H. MOTOR CO.
98 HIGH STREET

HARTFORD, CONN.
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The meeting adjourned at 1 P.M.
JOHN W. O’HEARN, Secretary.
On March 18th the third meeting of the Directors was held at 234 Devonshire Street, Boston, at 11:15 A.M.

President Patrick J. Hurley presided and all directors were present as
well as Chief McCarthy of the Exhibit Committee and Harry Belknap; Press
Representative.
,.
:.
The minutes of the last meeting were read and.approved.
Because of inquiry on the matter of adopting a lapel button or badge
for the Association by Chief John Pachl a committee was appointed to investigate the matter of design and cost. The committee to consist of Chief
George L. Johnson and the Secretary.
The Directors voted that it was their wish that Chief John C. Moran
would continue the use of the ..A.~s.ociat.iQ~S hose thregding tools in the State
of Connecticut.
A communication was read with tickets fo~ a bazaar from the.Ladies’
Auxiiiary of the Massachusetts State Firemens’ Association and it was voted
to purchase the tickets at a cost of five dollars.
The Directors voted to have Chief George L. Johnson and the Secretary
arrange a program for the coming convention with Chief Shepard.
~Vleeting adjourned at 12:20 P.M. to meet in Pittsfield at a date to be
arranged by the President.
JOHN Wi O’HE~_RN, S~cr.etar.y.

On May 20th-the fourth meeting of the Directors was held at the Parker
I-Iouse, Boston at 11 A.M.
President Patrick J. Hurley presided and all directors were present as
well as Chief McCarthy of the Exhibit Committee, Tr~ffi,c ManagerlGe0rge
F. Cobb and Press Representativel Harry J. Belknap.
The Secretary reported that because of various circumstances it would
be impossible for the Directors to, meet at Pittsfield in May as previously
voted, hence, this meeting.
The Secretary reported that because of newspaper reports of the death
of Chief Smith of Dover, New Hampshire "caused by looking for a gas leak
with a lighted match" that he had visited Dover, New Hampshire, on the
29th of March and had conferred with members o{ the department there and
others reiative to the death of Chief Smith. It was determined that the explosion resulting in the death of Chief Smith occurred in a man-hole in the
street causing three man-hole covers to be blown off and an eight pound pine
pIug in a three-inch conduit entering the building, but unused, was blown
from the conduit striking Chief Smith in the head and killing him almost
instantly. When found in the basement of the building bjr a member of the
department who went there after receiving one blow on the fire alarm system it:was discovered that the Chief still retained in his hand a lighted
flashlight.- It was further reported that police officers, on the beat had continuously reported odor of gas on the street, but nothing had been done
until after the fatal accident. Then the street was dug up and a gas leak
found in the main which~was repaired. The street at the time was covered

NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS

COMPLIMENTS OF ~

MacLAUGHLIN-SWEET, Inc.
AUBURN, MAINE

Novelty McKay and Ye Olde Tyme C,omfort
Shoes

FIRE BOOTS
FIRE COATS
NIGHT HITCH PANTS
Speed and Protection
for all calls
NightorDay A,o~.o cop, o,
mailed on request

Designed by FIREMEN

--for FIREMEN
Write for descriotive circular

CAMBRIDGE RUBBER CO.
CAMBRIDGE, MASS.
BOSTON NEW YORK CHICAGO
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We Motorized The Bangor Dept.

with CADILLACS
ONE OF OUR MANY AUTOMOTIVE ACTIVITIES

BANGOR MOTOR CO.
BANGOR

Telephone 406
::
::

MAINE

Chief CHESTER W. BLETttEN
State Vice-President, Auburn, Maine

Field Bros. & Gross Company
Manufacturer,s of

Men’s Welt Shoes
AUBURN, MAINE
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THE

SIEMON COMPANY
BRIDGEPORT, CONN.

COMPLIMENTS OF

BRIDGEPORT SCREW COMPANY
BRIDGEPORT, CONN.

TOULSON YARN COMPANY
INC.

BRIDGEPORT, CONN.
HARRY TOULSON, President
46

NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS

with from four to six inches of ice and the cause of the blow on the fire
alarm was a piece of ice being thrown in the air with such force as to break
the wire.

P,:~sident I-Iurle3;"re’ported by telephone on April 24fh of the death of
Chief James J. Tyghe, of Willimantic, Connecticut. He advised that he
would telegraph a floral tribute to be-sent and for the secretary to wire
Chiefs Howard L. Stanton of Norwich and Orion J. Atwood of So. Manchester, Connecticut and George B. Milne, of Rockville, Connecticut to attend the funeral and represent the Association.
The following committee was appointed on Resolutions on the death
of Chief James J. Tyghe"
..
.
Chief Howard L. Stanton, Norwich, Connecticut.
Chief Orion J. Atwood, South Manchester, Connecticut.
Chief George B. Milne, Rockville, Connecticut.
It was voted to invite Fire Commissioner Theodore Glynn of Boston to
respond to the addresses of welcome at the coming Convention.
It was also voted~.to invite Chief ..!ohn,::Kenlon of~ New York, to address
the Convention.
It was further voted that the Secretary be authorized to employ the
same stenographer to take the minutes of the Convention that we employed
last year at the Boston Convention, Mr. Harrison.
It was voted to adjourn at 1 P.M. to meet.at Pittsfield June 2nd.
JOHN W. O’HEARN, Secretary.
On June 2nd the fifth meeting of the Directors was held at Chief
Shepard’s office at Pittsfield.

President Patrick J. Hurley presided and all directors were present a.s
well as Chief McCarthy of the Exhibit Committee, Traffic Manager George
F..Cobb and Press Representative, Harry J. Belknap.
Through the courtesy of Gdorge F. Cobb, our genial Traffic Manager,
and under his personal direction the directors made the trip to Pittsfield
in Mr. Cobb’s
’ .... without cost of transportation.
steamer
At this meeting. {he program for the Convention was drawn up.
On motion of Chief Johnson it was voted that program as arranged be
accepted and acknowledged, as the official program for~ the Convention, subject to corrections or slight changes by the President and Secretary.
It was voted on motion of Chief johnson tliat the Secretary acknowledge
the receipt of a donation to the Association of fifty dollars from a source oi
which no mention was to be made and the letter of thanks be sent.
~
~
Adjourned at 7 P:M~
":
.
JOHN W. O’HEARN, Secretary.
I have a brief statement of the financial "and membership condition. I
have an itemized report of the receipts and ~xpenditures. I will leave it to
the, association whether they want to hear a b}ief report or go through this
lengthy report.
"
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WOLF & ABRAHAM
CLOTHING
Howard Avenue, cor. Spruce Street
BRIDGEPORT, CONN.
Telephone, Barnum 1091

COMPLIMENTS OF ~

GENERAL MOTOR SERVICE
AND TRUCK CO.
G. M. C. TRUCKS

Service & Sales
125 HOLLAND AVENUE
BRIDGEPORT

CONN.

COMPLIMENTS OF

l’he Sprague Meter Company
BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT

COMPLIMENTS OF

The Mechanics and Farmers
Savings Bank
BRIDGEPORT, CONN.
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Moved by Chief Johnson to dispense with the reading of the lengthy
report, it was unanimously voted to have the brief report read.
BRIEF SUMMARY OF MEMBERSHIP AND FINANCIAL CONDITION
OF THE NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS
On June 15, 1923 the total paid membership was 119, classified as follows :
5
Massachusetts ............................ 68
Maine ............................................
Rhode Island ............................. ~... 16
3
New Hampshire ..........................
1
Connecticut .................................. 22
Vermont ........................................
New York ............................ : .. 4
On June 23, 1924 the total paid membership was 281 classified as follows :
Rhode Island ................................ 26
Maine ............................................
9
Connecticut .................................. 46
New Hampshire .......................... 11
9
New
York ...................................... 11
Vermont ........................................
Pennsylvania ................................ 1
Massachusetts ............................ 167
1
Ohio ................................................
On June 20, 1925 the total membership ~was 353 classified as follows:
Connecticut .................................. 55
Maine ............................................ 10
New York ...................................... 16
New Hampshire .......................... 14
1
Pennsylvania ................................
Vermont ........................................ 11
2
Ohio ................................................
Massachusetts .............................. 210
1
32
Delaware
......................................
Rhode Island ................................
1
New Jersey ..................................
During 1925 we lost by death’three members, and six by withdrawal or ,
otherwise.
On June 15, 1923 the date of closing the books before the Bridgeport
Convention the cash balance was ................................................................ $173.90
On June 15, 1924 the date of closing the books before the Boston Convention the cash balance was ........................................................................ $1549.37
On June 15, 1925 the cash balance was .............................................. $3956.83
$1079.92 of the Cash Balance on June 15th was deposited in the checking
account of the Union Market National Bank of Watertown, Mass., and
$2876.91 in the Savings Department of the same bank.
The cash balance will be materially increased when receipts are received
from the Exhibit Committee and from the payment of dues since June 15th
and during the Convention.

DETAILED REPORT FOR 1924-25
1924
June 15
23
24
25

Balance on hand ......................................
Dues, 30 @ 3.00 ..........................................
Jas. E. Smith, Expenses to Convention
John C. Moran, Expenses to Convention ........................................................
W. C. Shepard, Expenses to Convention .............. : ...........................................
23 Exhibit Committee Receipts ................
Exhibit Committee Receipts ..................
24 Exhibit Committee Receipts ................

Ck. No. Received Paid’Out
$1549.37
90.00 ’

42

$20.00

43

25.0O

44

28.00

739.20
450.00
92.40
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Telephone 301

Chicken and. "VVaflqe Dinners a Specialty

,

The Unquowa Hotel
An Old Colonial Mansion
PRIVATE ROOMS WITI-I BATI-I
COMMODIOUS DINING ROOMS
" GARAGE
BEAUTIFUL GROUNDS ¯
Fairfield, Conn.
Boston Post Road
A. LEE DONOVAN
¯ ,

COMPLIMENTS OF

BRIDGEPORT ~MOTOR TRUCK

CORPORATION
BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT
HENRY H. MEUNIER, General Manager

THE SPRING PERCH CO.
AUTOMOBILE SPRINGS

Stratford, Conn.
W’estern Office--120 MADISON AVENUE, DETROIT
Phone Cadillac 1339
F. S. Hawley, President

J.C. Hawley, Treasurer

A.W. Dow, Secretary

Bridgeport Roller Curtains
¯

¯

FOR ALL CLOSED CARS

If you desire Roller ~Curtains for your closed car, ask yonr dealer to order
a set from us. We carry them in stock to fit all models.
THE BRIDGEPORT COACHLACE CO.
BRIDGEPORT, CONN.
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26 Exhibit Committee Receipts ................
26- Interest, Union Ma.rket Nat’l. Bank ....
27 Dues, 123 @ 3.00 ......................................
Advertising Receipts ...............................
"~J. W. O’t~ea~n, Exp~nses t6 Conven45
tion .........................................................
46
28 Pequosette Press ...... " ........... . ....... : ...........
1200 Circular Letters ............ 16.50
32.50
2500 Folder.s ...... : ......... : ¯
Margaret, 1~. t(il~y, Typing Mailing
¸ 47
Lis~
30 Dues, 8 @ 3;00 ........................................
48
July 1 J.W. O’Hearn, Salary ............................
7 Ye Towne Book Shoppe ........................
49
3.00
1 M. Index Cards ....................
1 Index ......................................... 50
1 Box ............................................
1.10
8 Thorp & Martin ........................................
5O
2 No. 46 AS Boxes ...................... 3.00
2 Guides No. 255-25 .................. 1.00
Pequosette Press .....................................
51
300 Postal Cards, Oil Burner Meeting.
500 Registration Cards.
14 Dues, 3 @ 3.00 .... ................... : ...................
Exhibit Committee Receipts ................
Interest, Union Market Nat’l. Bank ....
25 J. A. Harriman, Reporter at Convention .......... ’ ................................................
52
26 Dues, 2 @ 3.00 ..........................................
Aug. 7 Dues, 1 @ 3.0:0 ........................................
Pequosette Press 1M Letterheads ......
53
27 Interest, Union Market Nat’l. Bank ....
Sept. 27 Interes% Union Market Nat’l. ~Bank ....
Oct. 25 Dues/1 @ 3.00
-"
29 Interest, Union Market Nat’l."Bank ....
Nov. 5 Cash, Stamps and Envelopes for Re54
ports ......................................................
21 Pequosette Press,. 500 Envelopes ........
55
26 Interest, Union Market Nat’l. Bank ....
Dec. 11 Hotel Wendell, Expenses of Directors’
56
Meeting .................................................
Held at Pittsfield.
Geo. F. Cobb, Expenses to Pittsfield
Directors’ Meeting ........................... ..
57
J. W. O’I-tearn, Expenses to Pittsfield
Directors’ Meeting ............................
58
M. F. Ruane, Flowers sent to Clxief
59
’~ Dale~ ~ Cash, Post Cards for notice of Chief
60
Taber’s death ............ ’
Dues, 2 @ .3.00 ......................................
61
19 M. F. Ruane, Flowers Chief Taber.i. "
Treasurer, Town of Watertown, Tele62
phone calls for 12 months ................
51

.- 89.05
-1.25
369.00
500.00

12.00
49.00

24.00

300.00
4.60

11.50

9.00
22.60
.96
6.00
3.00

142.96
7.50

.68
3.00
.66

.68

45.00
12.50
35.75
93.21
3.25
5.00
3.50
25.00’
4.00
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THEORY IS GOOD. Practice is
better, bu~ experience in building
is more t~stworthy than either
THE T. J. PARDY CONSTRUCTION CO.
EXPEDITION
"- EFFICIENCY
-- INTEGRITY
1481 SEAVIEW AVENUE, Bridgeport, Conn.
COMPLIMENTS OF

TAPHONE

(Registered)

Of all the calls that we receive for contribution to a show
To none so willingly we give as to. the Firemen’s--for we know
When needed most they never t:all to go the limit, night or day-Careless of danger they assail each task of risk, be what it may.

COMPLIMENTS

Nlfg. Co.
BRIDGEPORT, CONN.

COMPLIMENTS OF

E. I. Du Pont de Nemours O Co.
Fairfield Plant--FAIRFIELD, CONN.
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20
29
1925

Jan. 2

Pequosette Press, Printing cards for
notice Of death of Chief Taber ......
Interest, Union Market Nat’l. Bank ....
Union Ma~rket Nat’l..Bank, .Transfer

63

2.75

.55

64

400.00

Union Market Nat’l. Bank, Savings
Bank, Cash Transfer ...... ~.. .........................
15 Pequosette .P~:ess, Printing and Furnishing 1000 2c Envelopes .................. 65
26 Maguire & Roche, Bond to Comm. of
Mass. for use of Armory at Pittsfield ........................................................66

22.64

to Savings Dept .....................................

26 Dues, 5 @ 3.00 ........................................

Pequosette Press, Printing IM Envelopes, 500 Sennott Banquet Notices, 500 Letters on Convention ...... 67
31 Cash, Stamps ............................................ 68
Dues, 5 @ 3.00 ..........................................
Interest, Union Market Say. Dept .........
Feb. 16 M. J. Ruane, Flowers for Chiefs McCarthy and Smith ................................ 69
18 Howard Fiske, Dinners at Meeting of
Board of Directors .............................. 70
Win. C. Shepard, Expenses of Directors’ Meeting ........................................ 71
Jas. E. Smith, Expenses of Directors’
Meeting .................................................. 72
Patrick" J. Hurley, Expenses of Directors’ Meeting .................................... 73
Chas. L. McCarthy, Expenses of Directors’ Meeting ........................................ 74
Mar. 18 A. H. Fiske, Dinners at Directors’
Meeting .................................................. 75
18 Win. C. Shepard, Expenses of Directors’ Meeting ........................................ 76
Jas. E. Smith, Expenses of Directors’
Meeting ................................................. 77
Chas. L. McCarthy, Expenses of Directors’ Meeting ................................ 78
Anna W. Woods, Tickets for Woman’s
Auxiliary, Mass. State Firemen’s

15.00

10.00

30

15.00
44.43
20.00
17.50
13.24

4.50
8.50
3.20
15.00
13.25
4.50
3.25

5.00

Asso .......................................................

25
26

Dues, 5 @ 3.00 ..........................................
Dues, 3 @ 3.00 ........................................
Advertising Receipts ................................
31 Dues, 1 @ 3.00 .........................................
Apr. 24 Advertising Receipts ................................
Dues, 3 @ 3.00 .........................................
25 M. F. Ruane, Flowers for Chief Hud-

30 Dues, 1 @ 3.00 ........................................
May 4 W. A. Dawson, Flowers for Chief

Tighe, Willimantic, Corm ................... 81
~3

15.00
9.~
300.00
3.00
300.00
9.00
3.00

15.00

NE~V ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS

CHARLES A. TEMPLETON, Incorporated sell al! kinds of Fire
. Extinguishers for the home, factory and automobile.

¯ CHARLES A. TEMPLETON, Incorporated
Mill Supplies, etc.
Cor. Benedict & Meadow Streets and 13-15 East Main Street
WATERBURY, CONN.

BRISTOL

Compliments of the

PRINCESS

RECORDING
INSTRUMENTS

AND

STRAND
Theatres

LOUD
SPEAKERS

Hartford, Connecticut

SOUND
AMPLIFIERS

ALSO
RADIO
RECEIVERS

Strand Theatre
at

THE BRISTOL CO.

Waterbury

WATERBURY, CONN.

COMPLIMENTS OF

Globe Underwriters Exchange, Inc.
HARTFORD, CONN.
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A Good Banking Connection
Is as important to any business enterprise as its material equipment
or its organization.
Hartford business men have found a relationship with the State Bank
& Trust Company a genuinely valuable business asset since 1849. Let ns
demonstrate how we can make an account here of value to yOU .....

STATE BANK AND TRUST COMPANY
I-IARTFORD, CONNECTICUT

Capitalm$400,000 A Bank of Strength and Character ¯ ~Surplus--$950,000

Chief HENRY H. HEITMAN
Waterbury, Conn.

THE WATERBURY BUICK COMPANY
Distributors of

Buick and Cadillac Automobiles
WATERBURY, CONN.
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Hartford County Mutual Fire Insurance Company
Incorporated 1831
HARTFORD, CONN.
750 MAIN STREET
Hartford-Connecticut Trust Co, Bldg.

A DWELLING HOUSE COMPANY
DWELLINGS AND FURNITURE INSURED AGAINST LOSS BY FIRE
OR LIGHTNING AT MUTUAL RATES

COMPLIMENTS OF

THE

Manufacturing Co.

HARTFORD

CONN.

Home of the largest multiple-line
insurance organization in the ~vorld.
Hartford

Connecticut

J. L. PURCELL
INCORPORATED
Jobbers of
FINE PLUMBING MATERIAL
EVERGOOD PLUMBING FIXTURES

25 Hoadley Place

Hartford, Conn.

"In the Heart of Hartford"
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~ 20
~

.Ias. E. Smith, Expenses of Directors’
Meeting ................................................ 82
C. L. McCarthy, Expenses of Directors’ Meeting ....................................... 83
P. ~[. Hurley, Expenses of Directors’
Meeting ................................................ 84
Howard Fiske, Dinners at Directors’
Meeting .................................................. 85
W. C. Shepard, Expenses of Directors’
Meeting ................................................ 86
21 Contribution, "A friend" . .......................
Dues, 5 @ 3.00 ........................................
Dues, 9 @ 3.00 ........................................
25 Advertising ................................................
26 Dues, 2 @ 3.00 ..........................................
¯
29 .1. W. O’Hearn, Clerical Services,
Stamps, Phone Calls .......................... 87
29 Dues, 4 @ 3.00 ........................................
Interest, Union Market Nat’l. Bank ....
June 3 Hotel Wendell, Expenses of Directors’
Meeting .............................................. 88
, Geo. F..,Cobb, Expe.n.ses of Directors’
~Meeting ...; .......... f(.:.. ..............................
Jas. E. Smith, Expenses of Directors’
Meeting .................................................. 90
~[. W. O’Hearn, Expenses of Directors’
Meeting .................................................. 91
5 Pequosette Press, 1 M. Regist’ration Cards, 1 M..Financial Statements ...................................................... 92
6 Cash, 500 2 Cent Stamps. ...................... 93
12 Pequosette Press, 700 Hotel Reservation,Cards, 600 Circulars, 500 Fire
Prevention Notices ............................ 94
13 Dues, 15 @ 3.00 .........................................
15 Dues, 1 @ 3.00
:~
~ Interest, Union MarketSa~ings Dept.
Union Market Check Book Balance ......
Union Market Savings Acct. Balance

4,50
3.25
7.50
20.00
13.25
50.00
15.00
27.00
300.00
6.00
17.00
12.00
.41
39.50
43.47
10.00
2.40
12.00
10.00
26.00
45.00
3.00
61.83

1079.92
2876.91

$5591.80 $5591.80
PRESIDENT. Gentlemen, I think you have heard a remarkable report
from the Secretary,--an association of this kind, only organized three years,
the amount of money on hand and the way it has been carried out. I
.really think it is commendable to the association and to the secretary. What
is your pleasure?
CHIEF KENNEDY OF BRIDGEPORT. I move that the association accept the report and it be placed on file, and the association tender the Secretary a vote of thanks.
CHIEF McCARTHY. I second that motion.
It was so voted, unanimously.
TREASURER. I want to thank the members. I have done only what
I thought was my duty,
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John T. Austin, Pres. : B. G. Austin, Vice-Pres. : John Spencer Camp, Treas.

AUSTIN ORGAN COMPANY
Organ Designers and Builders Controlling Exclusively All
Austin Patents
HARTFORD

::

::

::

CONN.

Strength : Experience : Service

The

Three factors that are contributing
to the growth of this Bank

Safety

Ladder
Company
Manufacturers

First National Bank
of Hartford
50 STATE STREET

LADDERS
and

Trust Department

SUPPLIES

Safe Deposit Vault
Travelers Checks and

200 TOLLAND STREET
East Hartford

:

Letters of Credit

Conn.

Capital, Surplus and Profits $2,500,000
"The One Man Ladder"

THE TRAVELERS BANK & TRUST CO.
HARTFORD, CONN.
SAVINGS DEPT.
Solicits out of town savings accounts
TRUST DEPT.
Acts as Trustees, Executor, Administrator, Guardian, Conservator,
or in any other fiduciary ca~paclty
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PRESIDENT. We have with us today the President of the Massachusetts Fire Chiefs’ Club. We would be very greatly honored if he would
come up.oan~t sit on the platform with" us.
- ....
Chi.e,f Daley of B~ockton escourted to the platform.
PRESIDENT. Are there any, other State Association Presidents here
there are ~ve would like to have them on the platform too~ We will listen to a
few words from the President of the Massachusetts Chiefs’ Club.
CHIEF. DALE¥. ~This is putting one over on me. I am not going to
make a speech. I am pleased to be here tonight and at quarter to II today I
had no idea I would be here: I called up John O’Hearn, the Secretary and
said "I won’t be able to make Pittsfield I have an arson case on." I want to
say I am pleased to be here and note such a large attendance. When I got to
the hotel and they told me they had a registration of 400, I said, "The International Convention won’t have anything on the New England before we get
through."
REPORT OF THE AUDITING coMMITTEE
J, une 23, 1925.,,
To the O~cers and Members of the N.E.A. of Fire Chiefs.
The books of the Treasurer have been examined and found to be correct.
(Signed)
GEORGE L. JOHNSON
W. C. SHEPARD
J.E. SMITH
" Auditing Committee.
Circular letter from the Illinois Firemen’s Association read by the Secretary.
-.
IN AID OF STORNI VICTIMS
To the Firemen of the Nation:
Never has more complete destruction from an atmospheric .rampage
been recorded in the world’s history than the tornado that swept Southern.
Illinois on Wednesday, March 18th, 1925. In its wake it left death and desolation and among the many hundreds of sufferers were Chief Albert Herring
and members of the Murphysboro, .Illinois Fire Department.
Chief Herring’s home, which he had just recently remod&led, wks left in
ruins. Simon I~ellermann, Jr., of Edwardsville, National Statistician, who
assisted in organizing firemen’s relief is in the stricken district.
Members of the fire department lost their homes, possessions and practically everything in them. A move has been started by members of the
Illinois Firemen’s Association to help the members of this organization back
on their feet. No assessment has been levied or hinted at--such response
is left to the individual fireman and is entirely voluntary. A complete itemized list of contributors will be published.
Send all contribution.s to
PEARL SMITH, PRESIDENT ILLINOIS FIREMEN’S ASSN.
MADISON, ILLINOIS
Don’t Delay
Do it now.

PRESIDENT. "You have heard the communication. What is your pleasure.
CHIEF CASEY. I make a motion that the New England Fire Chiefs’
Association donate $IOO. for the sufferers of the Murphysboro ~Fire Department.
Motion seconded by several.
It was accordingly voted to do so unanimously.
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The Mohen & Amidon Sales Corp.
THE BEST IN USED CARS
368 MAIN STREET

HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT

SALES and SERVICE "" HLYPMOBILE, HUDSON and ESSEX

HARTFORD ELECTRIC LIGHT
COMPANY
CONN.

HARTFORD

COMPLIMENTS OF

THEA
HARTFORD, CONN.

the Skayef Ball Bearing Company
330 NEW PARK AVENUE
HARTFORD, CONN.
¯
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Resolutions on the death of members.

Another year has passed again and our association is called upon
to enroll upon our honor .list the name of Chief John O. Taber of
Boston our brother fireman who has answered the last call. The
good Chief has commanded and our departed brother has obeyed.
While we bow our heads in submission and deeply mourn with
those dear ones upon whom this separation falls the heaviest, let us
remember that he has passed to a fairer shore and is only waiting
for loved ones to join him there,
"Somewhere thou livest and hast need of Him;
Somewhere thy soul sees higher heights to climb;
And Somewhere still there may be valleys dim
That thou must pass to reach the hills sublime."

We r4commend that the above be printed in the records of this
convention and that a copy thereo’f be forwarded to the familjr of
our deceased member.
JAMES M. CASEY,
SEWALL M. RICH,
GEORGE L. JOHNSON,
Committee on Resolutions.

Resolutions Adopted By
The New England Association of Fire Chiefs
On Death Of

JAMES SMITH
Late Chief of Dover, N. H., Fire Department.
The members of the New England Association of Fire Chiefs
have learned with feelings of deep regret of the death of our fellow
member James Smith, Chief Engineer of the Dover Fire Department.
-Be It Resolved: That this Association while humbly bowing
to the will of the Supreme Master, none the less deeply mourns the
loss of our brother member, one who was a wise counselor, a faithful
and efficient public official whose long and faithful service to the
City of Dover can never be forgotten by those with whom he was
associated.
Be It Further Resolved: That we extend to the family of our
deceased brother our sincere sympathy in their bereavement and that
these resolutions be spread upon our records and a copy forwarded
to the family of the deceased.
JAMES E. SMITH,
CHAS. H. FRENCH,
ARTHUR W. SPRING,
Committee on Resolutions.
61

l~EW, ~NGLAND ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS

The Acme Motors Sales Company
¯

119 Allyn Street
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT

Alarm

The Elite Garage, Inc.

C_~ ~inute

24 Hour Service
Washing and Storage

Is the average demand on

Sales and Service

the Fire Departments of

United States Tires

the United States.

Dixie Gas

From a Radio Address by
Chief John Kenlon of the
New York, N. Y., Fire Department.

ALLYN and HIGH STSo

Connecticut Motor
Transportation Co.
Hartford~New London~Norwich

The PHOENIX INSURANCE
COMPANY
of HARTFORD, CONN.

MOTOR STAGE LINE
Adrian P. Sloan, Pres. & Treas.

Harry E. Sloan, Vice-Pres.
Established 1862

e

man
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT
United States of America

~62

Fred H. Dean, Sec.
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Chief James T. Tigheo_f Willimantic, ConneCticut, an active
member of the New England Association of Fire Chiefs since its
organization, died at his home in the City of Willimantic, April 22,
~.!925. "He was born in. Willimantic, April 15, 1878, and educated
in the schools of the .city of his birth.. ¯
Chief Tighe was well and fav0rlbly ’l~nown by the fire service of New England and Connecticut in particular. He was Willimantic’s first permanent fire chief and was a most conscientious
man,. and gave all that, was" in him~ to improve the fire service of.
Willimantic, bri.nging the department to a high state of effciency.
I-Iis-fire service dates from January,. 19o6, when he ioined Mont-.
gomery Hose Co. July I, .1917,. he was made permanent captain
o{ Engine Co. Nor I at the reorganization of the department, serving in that capaci~~ {mtil January. 1"5; i~23; When he was appointed
Chief of the department.
Chief Tighe was also a member of tl~e Co~lnecticut State Firemen’s Association, a member of fhe Fire Chiefs’ Club of ConnectiCut, and of %Villimantic Lodge off’Elks, and the Knights of Columbus. Also a~devoted.member of St. JoseRh’s Parish. Chief Tighe left
besides his wKe, Mrs. Nellie Murray Tighe,- a son and daughter.Also a grandson and step-mother.
In the passing of Chief Tighe ~he New England Association of
Fire-Chiefs has lost a true friend and’valued member of the association.
Resolved that this memorial be entered upon the records of the
association and a copy be sent to ~he family.
HOWARD L. STANTON,

ORION J. ATWOOD,
GEORGE B. MILNE,
..... Committee.

Moved by Chief Johnson that they be spread upon the records.
Seconded by Chief Hill.
it was voted.
’PRESIDENT: Your Board of Directors think that we would like to do a
pretty good job on Traffic Regulations. We wanted to get the policeman’s
viewpoint on the question, as well as our own, so we made arrangements with
Chief Sullivan of the Pittsfield Police Department, also Chief Daggett of Springfield. Chief Daggett had a lot of trouble Saturday. His son became seriously
ill and had to be operated on at once,--a matter of life or death to the boy. It is
my great pleasure to introduce to you Chief Sullivan.
CI-ItEF OF POLICE SULLIVAN OF’ PITTSFIELD: Mr. Chairman,
Ladies, Invited Guests and Members of the New England Association of Fire
Chiefs :--.
,
It is a real pleasure and a rare privilege for a Police Chief to talk to such
an important meeting of the Fire Chiefs of New England.

:As you well know the poor Police Departments have to take their Appropriations after the Fire Department has secured the cream.
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SAFETY NEVER EXISTS WITH NOISE
Make Things Quiet and Safety Will Follow

MAXIM SILENCER

Eliminates industrial NOISES and makes for safety. It is made in all SIZES
from 1 inch to 36 inch for all forms of EXHAUSTS--DISCHARGES--SUCTIONS-BLOW OFFS--etc., etc.
THOUSANDS IN USE EVERYWHERE
YVrite for information

THE MAXIM SILENCER COMPANY
83 Homestead Ave., Hartford, Conn.
FIRE OFFICIALS SPEAK HIGHLY
OF THE FULLER MOP
AND DUSTER

Scottish Union
and National

INSURANCE COMPANY
Their wives tell them that they are
Established 1824
best for cleaning and they know that
United States Headquarters, Hartford, Conn.
there is no lurking danger of combustion. The Fuller Mop and Fuller United States Assets exceed - $9,000,000
Duster are made of chemically treat- Surplus to Policyholders exceeds 4,000,000
ed cotton yarn. They are only two
Policies Issued to Cover:
of the forty-five Fuller Brushes for
household and personal use.
Fire, Tornado, Automobile, Sprinkler LeakThe FULLER BRUSH COMPANY

age, Riot and Civil Commotion, Earthquake, Explosion, Rents, Profits, and Use

Hartford, Conn.

and Occupancy..

FULLER BRUSHES=

Agents in All Principal Cities and Towns

Thomas Cusaek Co.
BILL BOARD ADVERTISING
HARTFORD, CONN.
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Mutual Bank 0 Trust Company
HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT
Arthur H. Cooley, President

Harry B. Howard, Treasurer

Stuart R. Osborn, Secy.

E. L. Marzano, Manager Foreign Exchange Department

Chief GEORGE S. PITT
State Vice President, Middletown, Conn.
"QUALITY COAL"

THE PARKVILLE COAL COMPANY
Wholesale and Retail Dealers in
ANTHRACITE and BITUMINOUS COAL
Hartford, Conn.
Walter S. Garde, President

W. F. Powell, Sec’y and Treas.
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The Caledonian Insurance Company of Scotland
The Oldest Scottish Insurance Institution
R. C. Christopher, U. $. Manager

Robert R. Clark, Ass’t. U. $. Manager

Executive Offices: 555 ASYLUM ST., HARTFORD, CONN.
WAKEFIELD, MORLEY & COMPANY
General Agents for Connecticut

209 Pearl, St.

Hartford, Conn.

ATLANTIC SCREW WORKS
Incorporated

SCREWS OF BRASS AND BRONZE METAL
WOOD SCREWS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION

HARTFORD, CONN.

iverside Irust Company
68 Pearl Street,

Hartford, Conn.

CHECKING ACCOUNTS
::
TRUST DEPARTMENT
SAFE DEPOSIT VAULT

YOUR BUSINESS IS CORDIALLY INVITED

ine Screw Co.
SCREW MACHINE PRODUCTS
1/64 to 6 in. Diameter

Hartford, Conn.
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Wel!, is it not so ?
I-Iere in Pittsfield with Chief Shepard and myself, whenever we want anything, such as an increase in salary or anytl)ing of importance, the Police and
Fire Departments link arms and go out and get what they want. And this is the
way it should be.
The Police and Fire Departments in every city, when it comes to benefits
for the Firemen and the Police Officers, they should go and secure better working conditions, more money, and it should be the aim of this Association and the
Police Chiefs’ Association to see that every Fireman and Patrolman in New
England, receives $6.oo per day.
It is co-operation between the Departments of Public Saiety that means
something to you and to me. It builds morale of your Department and spells
contentment for the officers and the men under you.
His Honor, Mayor Francis has already given the Key to the City to you and
your guests.
But Gentlemen I am going to go one better than the Mayor, I will give you
the Key to the Police Station,. but I. am sorry, I have lost the Key to the wine
cellar.
TRAFFIC.
From a Police Chief’s View-point.
’What does Traffic mean ? What sins are committed under this name ?
It is only a few short years~ ago that our beautiful New England streets,
the most beautiful horses, so intelligent and such beauties were seen on the roads
of the Berkshires. May I just linger here? "Horses in the Berkshires." In
my opinion we had some of the finest horse flesh in the world here. We have
se.en the proudest thoroughbred, the carriage horse, the hackney horses, and the
gamest race horses known from the famous racing stable of the Allens. The
Four-in-hands, the Tandems: Our Lenox Horse Shows were second to none in.
the world. Our mountain roads, many now overgrown and forgotten, as the
evening shadows were falling, the horn of the Tally-t-Io sounded its sweet notes
and let the world know that the party was enjoying a ride in the beautiful Hills of
the ~Berkshires and peals of laughter rang out like the sound of bells and away
in the distance, the echo of the horn again came back to the happy driving party.
What pride and skill were shown in the careful selection of wonderfful horses
and the men who trained and cared for these creatures of courage and speed, the
faithful friend of every owner, our friend of yesterday, the thoroughbred horse.
The Police Departments of the world are alarmed and have a reason to be.
The automobile is becoming a burden, and as you. know the standing auto is a
menace to lives and as Chief, whether in answering a call to a Fire: Smoke:
Flames: cries of inmates ringing in the air; streets jammed with moving and
standing motor vehicles and your fire apparatus coming in two or three different
directions. What congestion! And, on the heels of the Fire Department, like
wolves seeking what the can devour, two or three hundred automobiles.
Do you wonder that the Police Chief’s hair gels gray, for it is to him that
you look to clear the congested area around the fire and allow your Fire Department to work and if necessary to establish new lines at once, if suggested by the Fire Chief or Niarshal.
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HARTFORD CITY GAS LIGHT COMPANY
565-567 MAIN STREET
CONN.

HARTFORD

COMPLIMENTS

Laundry Corporation
HARTFORD, CONN.

61-67 ALBANY AVENUE

Robert Glaser, Treas.
George Sanderson, Jr., Manager

John .1. McNally, Jr., Pres.
C. Henry Bletzer, Sec’y.

Telephone 2-2233

The

Ice Cream Company

COMPLIMENTS OF

tHEATRE
HARTFORD, CONN.
,
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And here may I recommend to cities or towns, that no Fire Whistle or Bell
be sounded, so as.to let the entire city or town know just where and what section
of the town or city, the fire is located. This will prevent automobiles of all
types answering fire alarms. They come in Fords, in trucks. You can arrest,
threaten, scold, take away Registrations and Licenses, but you know and I know,
you cannot stop people at the cry of fire or the alarm of fire. Everyone runs
for his or her machine and if they don’t own one, they run over to the neighbors.
"Did you hear the alarm ? Terrible fir!! Let’s go," and that bug has a ride in his
neighbor’s car to the fire.
Our streets are so noisy that-all fire and. pdlic~ apparatus and ambulances
should be equipped with powei-ful horns and if you don’t, it is almost impossible
to get through our congested streets.
"You, 1Vfr. Chief, have asked the Police to clear the streets for your field.of
action. From your training and experience, you know the first ten minutes to a
fire either spells success or defeat. You have a right to demand from your police
the right of way and no congestion from motor vehicles.
So the citizen looks to the Police and today, in my opinion, the most important
[unction of the Police Department is to control and regulate traffic. Where shall
are turn for relief ? Our streets, our lanes, are jammed w.ith standing machines,
our heavy trucks, street cars, pedestrians. It seems to be a hopeless mess. But
what shall we do ?
Drivers of Autos.
The operators of motor vehicles, some are slow, some fast, some beginners,
the deaf and dumb drivers, physically unfit, physically defective; electric cars,
teams, slow drivers, drunken operators, the criminal, the dope fiend, the bootlegger and the children of thoughtless parents playing in-the streets.
Colors :--some cities, Red, ’Green and Yellow. Operators that cannot read,
color blind, and the last but ~not least, beautiful btit dumb drivers. You know some
of us Chiefs like them that way, beautiful but dumb.
Let’s leave these motor vehicle operators and in fancy go to a busy corner.
Confusion, congestion, lights to control traffic that don’t control. There may be
police officers to help regulate the pedestrian traffic; right hand turns are open,
left hand turns may be closed, but the pedestrian has to run across the streets.
Pedestrians.
.
Abs61utely no control over this strange creature, the pedestrian.
At the time that the lights change, there is no time for the pedestrian to finish
crossing the street before the first line of jockeying Taxi Cab drivers, the truck
drivers, are among the pedestrians. Old ladies, men, children are nervous wrecks
from darting here and there to avoid death. Thousands killed every year, thousands maimed, some cripples for life and every city today is a mass of confusion.
Every city father in any city or town is a traffic expert, whether he is a factory. hand, laborer, lawyer or a business man, he is a traffic expert and has his Say
abotit the laws and ordinances of the city. The business man, the property owner,
garages, department stores; they all know just what their particular city needs in
reference to laws and ordinances on traffic. As you know, Sundays, holidays,
our streets are a mob of uncontrollable automobiles. Every town, every city and
state has different la.ws and. ordinances. Confusion--Death.
~Vhen you left Boston, Portland, Bridgeport, Providence, to come to this
convention you said, "Well, I am glad my car is red or marked as the De59
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partment--the Police will be friendly to me." But suppose you came with no
special mark on your car. You would be uneasy, confused perhaps by wild, waving arms of some police officer. I-Iis unreasonable demands, either to go in front
of him or in back of him, streets not properly marked; Protected Crossings not
marked; unreasonable signs and unreasonable requests, dangerous curves, narrow
bridges, blind corners, no warning signs or bells to warn you of these dangers.
I don’t blame you that when you reached Pittsfield, what a sigh of relief when
you arrived in safety at your hotel. You were tired. Can you imagine the state
of mind of every honest, God-fearing man who is operating a motor vehicle from
one end of the State to the other or on a short trip with his family, and today,
Mr. Chief, you say to me :"Mr. Police Chief, whkt is your answer ? My child, my wife, my mother, my
boy,--I am worried about them, Chief. Can you help us ?"

The Answer.
The City Governments are elected by the people; they appoint Committees.
The Chamber of Commerce, the business, men are jealous. They want some one to
represent them, so business and professional iealousy plays an .important part in
every community in the regulation of traffic. The Chief of Police should be a
traffic expert and every city should appoint one special man as a traffic expert to
study conditions, not to interfere with him, because, after all, the scientific regulation of traffic is only common sense.
Let’s start at the foundation first. Our Civil Engineers. Cut the dangerous
corners,, make every state road that is being built "Fool Proof." Don’t go around
a corner to avoid a hill or a mountain,--go through. Cut corners out. Make
roads straight. Make bridges wide. On the outskirts of each city or town where
there are state roads entering into that particular town or city, have sidewalks
built parallel with the state road, and when bridges are being built, provide a place
for pedestrians to cross. So our first move is to watch our civil engineers and
builders of roads.
Now" let’s come to cities and towns. One-way streets. Certain streets to be
marked as boulevards. The speed on these streets to be not less 35 to 4o miles an
hour. Every person entering the boulevard shall do so at his own risk. It means
that he must stop his car to enter such a street and a fine to be extremely heavy
for diso:~edience of the same.
In congested business sections, a time limit for parking, one hour. Public
parking p!aces free, owned by the city. Let me give you an illustration and example here. Every person in this audience is perfectly familiar with the corner
of Summer St. and Washington St. in the City of Boston. You all know Filene’s
Wonderful Store. As you know there is no parking allowed there. You have
seen this street about December 2oth of ~iny year in the past. Filene has a certain number of stories underneath’ the ground. Can you imagine that if he took
his first floor and made it a parking place for his patrons’ autos, what an enormous
amount of trade and dollars would come to him, and the hundreds of his customers whose autos would be off the street, and ho~v easy it would be for Mi-Lady
to enter her machine with safety in this beautiful store ?
Aviation fields, isles o~ safety, protected crossings for the pedestrians, State
Laws to govern the pedestrians; that motor vehicles turn at the intersection of
streets and the pedestrian to cross the street.in the center of the blocks.
All motor vehicle traffic to be governed by lights; the pedestrian traffic to be
governed by lights. All merchandise to be loaded and unloaded at the back door,
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5o,% of all electric car stops to be abolished in the center of our cities. Police, as
traffic officers, to be especially trained for traffic and only y9ung, strong officers
so chosen.

Park parallel with the curb. On very wide streets park at an angle of 4S degrees with the rear wheels to the curb. No parking to be allowed in front, in
the rear or on the side of any large public hall, theatre, bank or dry goods store.
The hitching post was removed from our streets, and so must the standing automobile go the way of the hitching post. In every city or town there are 6o%
of the standing automobiles owned by professional men, clerks, stenographers,
standing hours at a time on our streets. This means if compelled to go to
garages or left at home or to be parked in a public garage provided by the City,
it would relieve congestion on our streets.
Just one word about stolen autos. Automobiles should be recorded the same
as property and~ sold the same. On narrow streets, the parking should be on one
side only. Certain streets for Taxis and Trucks. Eventually we shall have to
establish one-way streets and more of them in every city. The heavy traffic
coming into our cities should be diverted around our cities so as to be taken
away from our main streets.
When large cities are close together, there should be four direct routes or
roads, one for heavy motor vehicles and trucks, one to go West and the other
East. The same for other cars, all cars going east on one road and all cars west
on the other road.
Every pedestrian that disobeys an officer should be arrested.
Duties of a Traffic Expert.
So the traffic expert when he comes into your city, he must look first for
the congested areas, the railroad station, the freight station, street car barns, condition of the routing of street cars and just let me state here that the street cars are
a thing of the past. Let’s take down the wires .,and the poles and abolish these
relics from our streets with their noise and their nerve racking equipment, to the
quiet, costly motor bus.
Taxi-cabs, race tracks, fair grounds, theatres, dry goods stores, garages,
parks, amusement parks, Fire Departments, hospitals, all must come into the
scheme of traffic under your traffic expert. The establishment of proper stands,
the establishment of proper ordinances, the establishment of proper routes and
rules to regulate heavy traffic.
Set aside certain streets as playgrounds. Where there is a number of factories
in one locality, to see that each factory gets out, we will say at least ten minutes
between each other. That the public schools get out before the heavy traffic rush
at dinner hour. That the deliveries from the stores shall be made between the
hours of’7:oo A.M. and 3 :oo P.M., so that in the afternoon from 3 :oo until
6 :oo the real heavy, shopping hours, that all express deliveries shall be abolished
from our streets. This is a serious question, our deliveries handling merchandise
and the moving of heavy motor vehicle trucks. These trucks with their length and
width and weight are a real menace. There is no doubt in my mind but that all
freight deliveries should be made in the e~rly hours of the day. And your
theatres and amusement places, all hours should be arranged so at the closing time,
that each would come out at a different time. All railroad crossings should be
guarded. Grade crossings should be abolished.
Safety First.
Safety First s.hould come under the traffic expert from a safety standpoint,
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in the Schools, in the Factories, in the Police and Fire Departments and in all
Commercial Organizations. Reckless driving, drunken drivers, speedl--the answer to these drivers is Jail.
To hold the dealers responsible for the sale of their cars to irresponsible
parties.

On all auto violations, the Court should rule that the owners shall surrender
their cars from 3° to 2oo days in a Public Garage and the owner to pay the cost.
This will punish the owner of the machine and every auto to be insured against
personal damage. There has been no satisfactory head-light or tail-light so far
manufactured. All operators of motor vehicles, ears and eyes should b.e examined
and they should be able to reid and write. The operator of every motor vehicle
should be photographed and his Finger Prints taken and the same to be on his
Driver’s License.
We shall solve our traffic problem only with the appointment of traffic experts with real authority or absolutely to place it under the direction of the Chief
of Police. It means money ~nd it means expense.
~
For a moment, let us in fancy picture Pittsfield of tomorrow. No deaths,
with only a few minor accidents and no cripples and after all this is, as I have said
before, only Common Sense.
Take the street cars off and the hideous poles,--rip the car tracks up. Machines parked parallel with.the curb. Our isles of safety gone. All motor vehicles
turning at the inter-section of streets. Our pedestrians crossing-in the center of
blocks and controlled by electricity. In the denter of all blocks near the protected
c.rossing for the pedestrian, is a space always left vacant for the discharge of
passengers and absolutely no parking place here. Just off the main street, owned
by the city, a public garage.--on the outskirts of our city our large aviation field--All our machines loading and unloading at the rear door. All the freight and
express deliveries and all deliveries of parcels, foods-stuffs,etc, delivered between
the hours of 7 :oo A.M. and 3 :oo P.M.
Conclusion.
I sincerely hope that your visit here will be instructive and of service to you
and I assure you that we of New England all must be united to stand together for
the South and West is already reaching out to grasp the fakt0ries that we love.
We have all the advantages with Us and as I know, before the end of your stay
in Pittsfield, that you will become one of us and that you will not want to go back
to your Home Town, because as you look around, you will feel the hospitality of
Pittsfield, "the smile that lasts a little longer and the handclasp a little stronger",
and you will realize the same as we have when God made this world, that to us here
in the Berkshires tie was very, very kind and our Hills mean happiness and health
and contentment. And I am sure that as each season of the year rolls around
you will find here in the heart of the Berkshires the same wonderful seasons, and
as each vacation draws near we hope that the beauties of these Hills will draw you
back to us.
Chiefs of New England.
What a po.wer for Good is this powerful and wonderful organization. You
are interested in the subject of traffic. A traffic hazard is a fire hazard: Put your
shoulders to all traffic and safety first qampaigns and help make your town and
mine safe for the child life of America. This nation depends upon our~ children
and today the traffic situation is serious as seen by a police chief, but not hopeless.
I have enjoyed this privilege of talking to you I want to make you realize
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that the men in blue in the service of .your city and mine are engaged in the most
honorable profession in the world because we are trying to protect the lives and
property of our citizens and render to them a service and make our community
a better place in which to live. (Applause.)
"
Mr. JOHN ASI-IMEAD of the National Board of Fire Underwriters- This
is of great interest to Fire Alarm-Superintendents. The matter of traffic regulation has been a thing that has practically gone over into their department. Also,
I notice you said very little about traffic signals. The Police and Fire Alarm
Departments are now coming together on a common ground having to do with
traffic signals. That was one of the subjects treated this morning.
RESOLUTION
Be it resolved that it is the consensus of opinion of this Association that
salvage work should be incorporated as part of the regular activities of
each fire department in the New England States, and it is recommended that
the chair appoint a standing committee of at least five members whose duty
it shall be"
1. To collect the experience of members at specific fires in which
the use of salvage covers has resulted in a material saving, or due to
lack ofcovers entailed heavy losses, and
2. That members with these experiences be requested to attend the
next regular meeting of the association, prepared to give us the benefit
of these experiences and discuss ways and means of bringing about
the adoption of Salvage work as part of the regular fire department
duties.
POLICE CHIEF SULLIVAN. I said the pedestrian and motor traffic
eventually would be ..regulated by electricity.
CHIEF DALEY" I think we have just listened to one of the best papers
that has ever been our pleasure to hear. The speaker surely has a fine knowledge
of his subject, lie hits right straight out from the shoulder, afraid of nobody,
hits city fathers, business men, and you men have all gone up against that same
crowd. I know I have ir~ my city. I admire Chief Sullivan for the paper he has
presented here tonight. I make a motion this A~ssociation give the Chief a rising
vote of thanks

Motion seconded by several. (Applause.)
It was so voted.
PRESIDENT" The State of Massachusetts is very lucky in regard to the
standardization of couplings. This being a New England association, we also want
to look out for the other States, and we are trying to do something for them
all. Engineer John Caldwell will give us a little bit of good information.
ADDRESS OF JOHN S. CALDWELL, ENGINEER
It was with considerable pleasure that I received your invitation to address
the Association on the progress of the standardization of fire hose threads
throughout the New England States, for the reason that this is the first opportunity
that I have had to publicly tell of the progress of the work, previous talks having
been along the line of necessity and advisability, and which I believe that now
every one of you Chiefs fully appreciates and I know from experience thus far
you are giving lOON co-operation.
In order that we may trace the progress of the work through the various
stages I will first enumerate the number of sets of standardization tools which
are engaged in the work today and the departments and organizations loaning same.
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I set
New England Association of Fire Chiefs ....- .....................
I. set
Fire Chiefs Club of Massachusetts ..............................
New England Insurance Exchange ...............................
3 sets
Massachusetts Department of Public Safety ........................2 sets
2 sets
Associated Factory Mutual Fire Ins. Co.’s ........................
Factory Insurance Association ..................................
I set
2 sets
City of Hartford, Conn .........................................
City of \¥aterbury, Conn .......................................
I set
I set
City of New Haven, Corm .......................................
I set
City of Middletown, Conn .......................
" .................
City of Fall River, Mass ............
~ ..........................
I set
I set
City of Peabody, Mass ..........................................
I set ¯
Town of Great Barrington, Mass .................................
Total ...............................................

18 sets

In addition to the above, several communities have purchased partial sets for
repairing damaged couplings, and there possibly may be some other departments
which have purchased tools unbeknown to us.
Y-ou must of course realize that all of these tools have not been available
since the start of the work, but have been added from time to time as the work
has progressed.

The work in New England officially started the week following your Convention at Bridgeport during June, 1923, and the City of Rockville, Conn., was
the first step in a comprehensive plan of campaign, although a few years previous the towns in the Pawtuxet Valley, Rhode Island, were all standardized
as a preliminary step. The work progressed slowly at first, due to the limited
number of sets of tools available, and for the first year we confined our work
wholly to the State of Connecticut for the reason that the existing conditions
were such as to wide variation in threads, it was felt that these communities
should be given first attention. In April, 1924, we made our initial step in
Massachusetts by selecting the largest community having a non-;tandard thread
in that Commonwealth, namely the city of Fall River which used the so-called
:~New York thread of three inches outside diameter and eight threads to the
inch. I will take a little time to enlarge somewhat on the work in this city,
for it is the largest one to date where a complete conversion of the couplings
was necessary. A great deal of study was first given to the matter before
the work started, for the reason that arrangements had to be made whereby
there wouldbe no interference with department operations at time of fire. The
first step, therefore, was to provide each company in the department with two
adapters made from close coupling two old sets of couplings having the National
Standard thread on the male end and the existing thread on the female end. It
was necessary to provide a smaller number of adapters with the National Standard
thread 6n the female end and the existing thread on the male end so as to enable
the department to connect to automatic sprinkler and standpipe equipments. All
spare equipment was first standardized .at Headquarters, which, provided a supply
to equip companies as fast as they reported, one being taken at a time, unloaded
of non-standard and reloaded with standard equipment and returned to quarters;
the average time a piece of apparatus being out of service was not over three
quarters of an hour.
On completion of the work ih the fire department the problem of changing’ the hydrant caps was considered; and a supply of standardized, caps was first
procured, and two crews with trucks were assigned systematically to cover the
city, which was divided into districts. At the same time that the work on the
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hydrants was in progress, the hydrant caps were being re-cut at the repair shop,
doing the work on an engine lathe.
Since the work in Fall River. and as a result of our experiments with the
lathe, one of the tap and die concerns have put out a special tool to be used in
connection with a lathe wheleby the work is .expedited for hydrant caps.
In order to avoid confusion throughout the entire procedure where a fittinK
was converted to the-National Standard thread, red paint was applied to the fitting, w,’l~ch also aided in keeping track of the work.
The city was finally completed, including the private equipment in all of the
mills, mercantile buildings, etc., and in no case was the work of the department
impeded, which would indicate that by systematic methods the work can be
carried on without any interference with department operations.
The work in Fall River as well as in other places has brought out the fact
that the tools were not wholly perfected and slight changes have been necessary in order to secure proper results, so that now we feel that the tools are all
that. can be expected.
It has also been’ found, after a fire department has experimented with the
tools for a short time, that one or t~vo men can standardize .I0OO feet of hose
in an hour with the assistance of two men to handle the hose. Considerable
delay, however, is experienced when tools are loaned to manufacturing plants,
as they apparently in some cases use the tools only when there is a lull in their
regular work. The only way toovercome this is for the chief of the fire department to chec~ up such factories every day or so.
~Meanwhile the work was going steadily ahead in Connecticut following a
pre-arranged plan of standardizing Hartford County and gradually spreading
out. In Massachusetts a peculiar condition arose; unbeknown a representative
had introduced a bill in relation to uniform fire department, which coupled fire
hose thread standardization with other, features. The first knowledge had of
the introduction of this bill was the day it was assigned for a hearing. Such
objection was raised at the hearing that the committee referred the matter back
to the petitioner with the advice to get together with the objectors and bring.in
a new bill. After other hearings and carefully considering all matters pertaning to the situation, a new bill was introduced by the Department of Public
Safety., which gave that department the power to draft rules and regulations
relative to the standardization of 2~ inch fire hose threads for public fire protection throughout the Commonwealth.
This bill was favorably reported by the committee and subsequently
passed by both branches of the Legislature, was signed by the Governor and
became law. The regulations have been prepared and are now before the Governor and his Council for approva!. In the. interim, however, the work was inaugurated in Massachusetts.
_As is generally .known, eastern Massachusetts is almost universally
equipped with the so-called Roxbury thread, which was supposed to have an
outside diameter of 3 1-6 inches and seven therads to the inch and interchangeable with the National Standard, but it has been found by experience that the
diameter is apt to vary, with the result, while it was possible in most instances
to make a connection, that the male end would not go up against the washer
and a leaky fitting would result, although there was little danger of the couplings
blowing apart. This condition was carefully considered and it was felt advisable to check up all such fittings and convert only those where there was a
tendency for the couplings to bind.
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Work along this line was started in Boston and has progressed very rapidly
with the result that a large portion of the metropolitan district has been Standardized.
In Massachusetts the work has been under the general supervision of the
committeee on standardization of hose threads of the Fire Chiefs Clubs and
the Department of Public Safety of the Commonwealth. In Connecticut the success of the work has been very largely due to the
untiring efforts and interest of a man who has no direct interest with the fire
service, but who has given willingly of his time and organization to the. further
extension of this valuable work. I refer, as many of you know, to Horace
Clark of Hartford, Conn.,~and I believe that the thanks of this Association are
due Mr. Clark for the very valuable work which he has done and is doing for
fire prevention and protection. Associated with him has been Chief Moran of
Hartford and other Connecticut fire chiefs, and it would seem appropriate at
this point to state that the progress which has been made would have been impossible if it had not been for the hearty co-operation of the fire chiefs and water
superintendents ~throughout the States where the work has been in progress.
I have prepared this chart of the New England States, on which is indicated inoblue the cities and towns where no fire protection facilities exist; in red
are shown the localities where the standardization work has been accomplished
and includes a few localities which already had the National Standard thread
and practically represents the work of the last two years; in white are shown
the localities which remain to be checked~up and standardized.
In this connection I might state that there have been three canvasses by
mail to all fire chiefs throughout New England for the purpose of obtaining
existing dimensions of couplings and I regret to state replies have only been received from approximately fifty per cent, so it is possible that somewhere ir~
these white areas are some existing standard threads which will be eventually
discovered.
You will note that almost entirely the work accomplished has been in
southern New England in the the States of Connecticut and Massachusetts, and
in view of this fact it is my belief that a start should be made this year in getting the work under: way in the States of Maine, New Hampshire~ Vermont and
completion of work in Rhode Island, and the success which will attend such a
program will depend almost entirely on the procuring of additional sets of tools
for these states, as the present ones should remain in their respective States
of Massachusetts and Connecticut until the .work is entirely completed.
It is my purpose, if no objection exists, to offer the following motion:
That the President of th;is Association appoint a committee of fire chiefs
from each of the respective States of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont and
Rhode Island for the purpose of inaugurating the movemen, t for standardization
of fire hose threads in each of these states. (Applause).
CHIEF ALLEN OF BROOKLINE. I move that we adopt the Resolution suggested by Mr. Caldwell.
CHIEF DALEY. I second that motion. (Carried by unanimous vote).
The following committees were appointed:
For New Itampshire" Charles French of Manchester; james Smith of
Nashua; Arthur Spring of Laconia.
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For Vermont: Carl Stockwell of Burlington; Chief Alfred E2oltonski of
Rutland; Chief Fred J. Guerin of St. Albans.
For Maine: Chief Chester Blethen of Auburn; Charles McCarthy of
Lewiston, ,Fire Commissioner; Chief Roy Small of. Augusta.
For Rhode Island: Chief A. J. Cote of W.oonsocket; Chief Robert Browning of Central Falls; Ex-Chief Reuben Weeks of Providence.
CHIEF McCARTHY. I move we give Mr. Caldwell a rising vote of
thanks.

CHIEF ALLEN. I second that motion.
Meeting adjourned at lO:15 P. M.

(It was so voted.)

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 24, 1925.
In the morning a trip was made to the General Electric Works to view an
exhibition of the use of fire foam by the Foamite Childs Corp. Also, to witness Two Million Volt Lightning Flash.
A series of demonstrations showing the effectiveness of the foam solution
in extinguishing various kinds of fires proved an unusually interesting feature.
The tests, conducted by representatives of the Foamite-Childs Corporation,
were held on the grounds of the Pittsfield Works of the General Electric Co.

In the first test, the comparative effect of foam, soda and acid tetrachloride
on a gasoline fire was demonstrated. A pan, I2-ft. square, filled with gasoline,
was ignited, the fire being put out with a 2~ Gal. Foamite hand extinguisher in
just 27 seconds. The soda and acid and tetrachloride extinguishers used on
this same fire had no effect whatever.
The second test showed the operation of a I2-Gal. automatic foam extinguisher, which was designed for use~ what inflammable liquids are employed
{or dipping operations, etc. The extinguisher was mounted over a gasoline and
oilafilled pit, 3o-ft. square, and in just two minutes and seven seconds after the
fire was lit it had been completely extinguished by the automatic operation of
the extinguisher.
Tests No. 3 and 4 were given to show the all-round effectiveness of the Ned
Model "DH" double 4o-Gal. chemical equipment carried as part of the regular equipment of motor apparatus. In the first of these two tests, the fire in
a blazing oil and gasoline-filled pit, 3o-ft. square, was completely put out in
three minutes and 44 seconds. In the second test, boxes, barrels, boards and
other free-burning material of a nature encountered at ordinary fires, were
stacked up and saturated with gasoline. This fire, which blazed away fiercely,
was extinguished in 3 minutes and 12 seconds.
The various tests were timed officially by Fire Chief Wm. F. Daley, o~
Brockton, Mass., and were witnessed by practically all of the delegates at the
convention.
AFTERNOON, 2 P. M., ARMORY HALL.
Meeting called to order by the President at 2:15 P. M.
PRESIDENT. The first .t.hing on the program this afternoon is an address by Chief Edward F. Dahill of New Bedford, on "Our experience with
Foam in the ex~tinguishment.of Fire."
’
.,
CHIEF DAHILL. A little more than a year ago, accompanied by our
Master Mechanic, I went to Baltimore to inspect the apparatus used by the Baltimore Fire Department for fighting oil fires.
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Chief August Emrich and Superintendent of Machinery Joseph Whalon
gave us a most cordial reception and we were shown the two pieces of apparatus
they were then using for combating oil fires. We were also given an opportunity to look over the Foam systems used by the Standard Oil Company and
several other large storage plants in and around Baltimore.
We w~re particularly interested in the smaller of the two. Foam machines
used in the fire department, as this was probably the first of its kind to be installed
as a part of the regular fire department equipment. This piece was designed
and built by Superintendent Whalon in the department shop and has given satisfactory service for several years, in fact, they were so well pleased that another and a very much larger piece of foam apparatus has since been installed,
and in the early part of the present year one or more of their fire boats ~aave
been equipped with Foam apparatus. I might add here that I have noticed
recently in our own home port, that several of the fast motor cruisers used by
the United States Coast Guard for chasing rum runners, are equipped with foam
tanks, so arranged that by simply opening a valve the engine room wouJd be
flooded with foam in a very few minutes.
After my visit to Baltimore, I became firmly convinced that foam apparatus
for fighting oil and other fires should be installed in every fire department. I
was unable, however, to find any manufacturer making anything except the
small portable foram machines or a large one. of greater weight and capacity
than :we wished to install. We, therefore, determined to design and build one
to suit our requirements.
We used the chassis of one of our reserve combination chemicals and removed the hose body and in place of this we built a platform and mounted thereon two copper tanks with an approximate capacity of I IO gallons each. Attached
to each tank is a small bronze pump, each pump having a capacity of about 45
gallons per minute at 123 R. P. M., pumps are driven by chain drive connected
to transmission. Piping, valves, etc., are arranged in such manner that if valves
in the hose line are closed, pumps will force liquid back into tanks, and this
circulation will prove useful in cold weather to prevent freezing. There is also
a suction connection so that water may be drafted and delivered through the
hose to wash out after using. Attached to each pump is 15o feet of ~ inch
chemical hose siamesed into a 3 foot length of I~ inch cotton rubber lined hose.
Attached to this section is an open nozzle with a 7A incl~ tip. ttose is carried on
a specially constructed reel mounted on the running board at the rear of the
car.

We have also installed in quarters a large storage tank with two compartments for storage of A & B solutions for recharges.
Our foam solutions are made up according to the following formulas, the
components, being upon the basis of weight.~
SOLUTION A.
Aluminum Sulphite ........................... 13 per cent
Water ........................................
87 " "
SOLUTION
Sodium Bicarbonate ....................... ~.. ~ 8 per cent
PQwdered Licorice .............................
3 ....
Water .......................................
89 ....
Care must be used not to pump Solution A into Solution B tank. or vice
versa, when drawing solution from mixing tank and discharging it into one of
the solution storage tanks.
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Directions for mixing solutions:
SOLUTION A.
Dissolve aluminum sulphate in water at a temperature of I6o Deg. F. The
best results will be obtained by dissolving a little at a time.
SOLUTION B.
Dissolve sodium bicarbonate in water at a temperature not to exceed IiO
Deg. F. Add powdered !icorice. Stir both solutions thoroughly, and allow
both solutions to cool to room temperature.
I have been frequently asked by Fire Chiefs about the relative cost of recharging a foam chemical as compared with the ordinary soda and acid chemical
tank. The cost of charging two 35 gallon soda and acid chemical tanks would
be approximately as follows:
14 .lbs. sulphuric acid @ 2*Ac a lb ................... $ .35
28 lbs. sodium bicarbonate @ 3~c per lb .... .......... 98
Total i’ ....... ~ ........................... $I.33
According to the formylae we are using the cost of charging two 35 gallon
tanks with foam solution would be
’
"A" Tank
40 lbs. aluminum sulphate @ 3~c a lb ............... $1.4o
"B" Tank
14 lbs. sodium bicarbonate @ 3~c a lb ................ 49
1.o8
9 lbs. powdered licorice @ I2C a lb .................
Total ..................................... $2.97
It should be remembered, however, that while the soda and acid chemical.
delivers 70 gallons of chemical fluid upon the fire, .the contents of the two tanks
of the same size charged with foam solution will deliver nearly 600 gallons of
foam which, I am convinced, has greater efficiency than the 70 gallons of
charged water. You can purchase recharges for all sizes of foam extinguishers
and tanks all mixed and ready for use., from the Foamite-Childs Corporation,
Utica, N. Y. ; American Dyewood Co., IOO East 42nd St., New York, and several others, an.d you will find this a more convenient method.
In using foam solutions we have found that ±oo much pressure at the nozzle
will break down the foam stream, so that in using’ foam it is well to get as near
the fire as possible, as the object is to smother the fire by building up a blanket
of foam, and it is surprising to see how quickly a large blanket of foam can be
produced from a single nozzle.
Having thus described our foam apparatus, I will give you a brief account
of= our experience.
On Dec. 3, 1924, we arranged for a demonstration and test of our foarnl
chemical. I invited the members of the Massachusetts Fire Chiefs’ Club and
Chief August Emrich and Superintendent Whalon of the Baltimore Department
and several Fire Chiefs from other states. A shallow pit about 25 feet in’
diameter was dug in the ground and into this several barrels of gasoline and
crude oil were poured, covering the bottom of the hole to a depth of about four
inches. A match was then .thrown in and a pretty hot fire wxs burning in ~
very few minutes. The foam was then pumped on the blaze and the fire
smothered in one and three-quarter minutes, time taken and announced by Chief
Emrich. Less than one-fourth of the solutions in the tanks was used. We
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have since proved that the contents of our two tanks will cover the surface Of a
5o foot diameter tank with a foam .blanket. "VVe then sat down to an old-fashioned New England clambake at the farm house. There were 119 guests present
on that occasion and I am sure there are some Chiefs present to day who attended
and can vouch for the record I have given.
The foam chemical was placed in service after the test and while we have
not as yet had an opportunity to use it at any large oil fires, I can say that we
are well pleased with the work of this machine in almost any kind of a fire.
I am convinced that foam solutions are the most efficient means of fighting
oil. fires. The use of valuable oil for domestic heating and of heavier oils for
industrial plants is rapidly increasing, necessitating large storage tanks in most
of our cities, and while the companies maintaining large oil storage plants and
most of the industrial oil-burning plants are equipped with foam apparatus, until
recently our fire department was not equipped with any foam apparatus except a
few small 2~ gallon extinguishers.
We have now a piece of foam apparatus that will enable us to co-operate
with the larger storage plants and also give better protection to homes where
oil is used for domestic heating.
While our experience with our foam chemical in actual service has been
rather limited, because of its short period of service, I am, nevertheless, convinced that the use of apparatus of this type will become very popular in city
fire departments. I certainly feel a greater sense of secu.rity with regard to oil
fires than I have hereto enjoyed. (Applause.)

PRESIDENT. Are there any questions or any information you would
like to get from Chief Dahill? lie is in a hurry to get away, but he will be~
pleased to answer any questions. If not, what is your pleasure with his very
fine address ?
CHIEF SMITH OF NASHUA, N.H. I move it be accepted and placed
on the records and a vote of thanks given to Chief Dahill.
CHIEF ALLEN. I second that motion.
dered.)

(It ~vas unanimously so or-

PR~ESIDENT. At our meeting last night we had a very fine paper read
by Chief of Police Sullivan of Pittsfield), from the policeman’s, standpoint,--in
relation to what help they could be to the Fire Department. We also have on
"our program for this afternoon a talk on Traffic Regulations from the Fire
Chief’s Viewpoint by Chief Daggett. Chief Daggett will not be able to deliver
it on account of the illness of his son, so he brought in an expert from his home
city. lie has asked to have him talk in his place, lie is the Planning Board
Chief Engineer from the City of Springfield. I have pleasure in introducing
Mr. Woodruff of Springfield, Mass.
Mr. WOODRUFF. I am very glad to hear the previous speaker say that
something is being done to bring back the use of foam. Personally I hav~
missed it for about six years. (Laughter.) I am always glad to speak before a
body of men that are so widely scattered.- In fact the more widely scattered
they are ~over a big district the better off I feel, because I know that they do not
know me very well. The last time I spoke before a body of men it was very
near me, in Springfield,--happened to be the Lyons Club of Holyoke. A gentleman met me at the door and said, "Your name is Woodruff, isn’t it?" I said
"Yes." "You know I am interested in genealogy and ancestors. Where did your
ancestors come from ?" Well, I had to admit to him that I was not very much
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interested in my ancestors. I had been once, but on starting in I got into difficulties, so I did not go any further. I do remember one of them had landed
down in Connecticut. I-Ie says, "I have been looking you up. One of your
relatives went out and headed a Mormon Colony and raised 27 children." That
is why I am glad you are scattered and have not had a chance to look me up.
_A_ little while ago, away out in the Western part of the country, some one of
those archaeologists unearthed the skull of a pre-historic man. The top of the
skull was about three inches thick. They immediately shipped it to the Smithsonian Intitute in Washington and I understand it is the first time a skull oF
that thickness ever got to Washington without being elected. (Latighter.)
The title on the program today is "Automobile Parking and Regulations
from a .Fire Chief’s Viewpoint." But, as you can readily appreciate, I cannot
carry out that entire program because fire is something that I know very little
about, and I have been promised a good deal after I die. What I would like
to talk.to you gentlemen about is "Zoning a City Plan, and Fire Patrol." Now,
perhaps your first comeback to that will be: Here is a fellow coming up here
to speak on an entirely different subject. Absolutely not. It may not sound
!ike what you want to hear, but I Want to start in on it, and I will work around
the general subject assigned. What happens in a city .which has no plan in itself, and no zoning ordinance? In the first place, if if it has no zoning ordinance, there is absolutely no control of the use of property. There is absolutely nothing to prevent a celluloid factory from going into a residential district. Now, perhaps that is far-fetched, but it can happen and has happened.
There is absolutely nothing to prevent industries or businesses which may contain a very great fire hazard from going into districts where they absolutely do
not belong from any point of common sense or actual use. So, in a city which
has no zoning regulation, you as fire fighters are absolutely at the mercy of this
man or that man that happens to come into your city and place an industry or
some other fire hazard in a position that particularly suits him. It may not be
suited to the growth of the city, may have nothing to do with anything but the
fact that the man may have gotten that piece of property at a very reasonable
figure. You are licked, as far as the location of apparatus in your city goes, to
fight fires due to this new hazard. So that in a city which has no regulations of
that kind, you are up against a great difficulty there. Another thing that you
have no control of in a city which has no zoning restrictions at all, is the fact
that buildings can be built any height in any part of the city. In a big district,
an area in which for a long time there has been nothing but one and two family
houses, in which you have placed apparatus particularly suited to fight fires in
that kind of a district, you may have spring up an industrial plant and a series
of buildings of entirely different height and fire hazard capacity which would
make it necessary for you to go to work and buy an entirely new kind of apparatus and locate your stations in an entirely new way. Then there is another
thing in a city which has no plan to grow by. If a city has no plan to grow
by, it has no plan for street layout in the future. They will go on doing the
same old things they have been doing in the past. They have put us in the
muddle we are in now. ~fou will find in order to get to a fire you are con-t
fronted with a lot of crooked streets, which do not hitch up and get you to the
point that you want quickly. The fi.rst few minutes in getting to a fire is the
answer in a great many cases.
The development of an adequate water supply is a subject you are very
much interested in, something in the nature of a cobweb idea perhaps, something
which will bite across the main feed, return it readily, and give you an efficient
high pressure where you want it. ::If you have no street layout the construction of such an efficient water main system is a very difficult problem. Well,
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supposing it is. What are you going to do about it ? Well, a great many cities
now are.putting through these zoning restrictions. That really gives you a basis
on which to figure. You know that way over in this district here next to the
railroads (indicating) there is planned a big industrial district. Over in this
section (indicating) there is a residential district, and in the center of it there
is a small business district, and down here the down town business section.
There is no guess-work about it. You don’t plan for apparatus to fight
residential fires over in this section and find all of a sudden it has begun to grow
into an industrial district. You have got things placed, and that is the first lay-out
in your scrap against fire. You have the hazards set off on one side where you
can locate them. You have big space between buildings with this city planning.
It. not only locates thoroughfares, but locates kinds of business and residential
buildings, and you have some kind of a park plan. Well, what the dickens does
a fire chief and fire-fighting facilities care about a park plan? Of course parks
laid out properly can be a tremendous help in time of conflagration. A properly
laid out park system really helps the fire fighters tremendously in cases where a
conflagration starts. Now this of course sounds like something way up in the air,
something like the foam we have been talking about. But it is being done. Cities
adopting zoning ordinances. Springfield. We don’t yell about it, although we are
native sons of California. These evils of risks and hazards are very definite evils.
We have a street thoroughfare plan for the future which commits the city to these
main thoroughfares East and West, North and South and we have adopted a Park
plan, which in the lower part of it (indicating) is about two-thirds completed,
largely by gifts and expenditures of money on the city’s part. So we are working
the thing out so it is really a big help to the men putting out fires.
When we have all that done, the Fire Department comes into the job and
what do they do? They go out where these main thoroughfares cross, and
where they are adopted by the cities, they have purchased for a few hundred
dollars, fire station sites. And little by little these stations are being built at
these points. They are being planned ahead so you have not built a station somewhere where you are not going to need it later on. They all work together in case
of fire and the greatest amount of co-operation is reached. What has this got to
do with traffic? What has traffic got to do with fire fighting? IX a city is zoned
so that you have got the industrial traffic coming from one place and you have
proceeded from that basis to lay out a street system and then you have eec-~
ognized the fact that highways and streets are made for moving vehicles and
not for the storage of automobiles, if you have measured the traffic and found
that after letting the volume of traffic through your streets that you still have
some space left over, I believe you can then allow parking. But I think streets
and thoroughfares are made mainly for the accommodation of moving vehicles.
I believe also that the right of way,--of course this is a foregone conclusion,
should always be given to fire apparatus in spite of any traffic regulations that
may exist, and I think we are trying to do that in Springfield.
There are one or two points. The chief point is the matter of regulations
outside of traffic control in cities. We find that locking cars where they can-be
locked from the wheels and transmission is a very serious fire hazard. Outside
of that I want to impress on you gentlemen what I feel very strongly, and that
is declaring the traffic problem entirely as the problem of moving vehicles at a
particular point. We have got to do a certain amount of thinking, and we have
got to control traffic through regulating the use of different sections of our
cities and then through laying out a big thoroughfare plan and that is why I
believe the planning of a city with zoning ordinances and proper, traffic thoroughfares is a great help to fire fighting.
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Chief Daggett wants me to extend to you his regrets that he could not speak
before you today, and invite you at any time to come down and see what we
are trying in our city, where we are actually laying out this complete fire station
location plan and have actually purchased sites that are away out in the sage brush
now, that we expect to use later on. (Applause.)
PRESIDENT. You have l~eard the address. What is your pleasure?
CHIEF McCARTHY. I move it be accepted and spread upon the records.
CHIEF BROWNING. I second that motion. (It was unanimously so
ordered.)
PRESIDENT. We have with us this afternoon a gentleman from another
department, the Water Department, who is a noted si~eaker and has spoken before a great many bodies throughout the country, and many of us who were at
Buffalo had the very great pleasure of hearing him. We thought that you folks
who did not hear him would be very pleased to get his views. Frank C. Jordan,
Chairman of the Fire Prevention Committee, Indianapolis, Indiana.
Mr. JORDAN. Gentlemen of the New England Fire Chiefs’ Association:
I am Chairman of the Fire Prevention Committee of Indianapolis, and we are
engaged with the American Water Works Association in a consideration of fire
protection and prevention. To be president of the American Water Works
Association and to assure a hearty co-operation from that organization, and
then to become chairman of a joint Fire Prevention Committee, consisting of
representatives of Fire Chiefs of the United States, and the National Fire Protection Association and the American Water Works Association. That Committee
has prepared a report which has been submitted to the American Water Works
Association in annual convention at Louisville, and the convention of the National Fire Protection Association in Chicago, and received the unanimous approval of the members of those organizations. If it meets with the approval of
the Honorable President and members of this meeting, I would like to present
that report this evening. Your program is full this afternoon and I would
like to lay that aside and present it this evening, and with the hope thaiJ the
subject matter will meet with a good deal of discussion. It will then be presented at the Louisville convention of the International Association of Fire
Chiefs and then steps will be taken to put it into effect throughout the country.
:It is the belief of the committee and Chief j[ohnson of Waltham is one of the
active, strong members of that committee, it is the belief that the adoption of
that program will do much towards decreasing America’s fire losses. Mr. President, if it meets with your approval I will present that tonight.
I have the paper this afternoon which has to do with co-operation between
fire and water departments. Before I ’launch into the paper I want to say this
much. It has been our pleasure to have a very close working relation with the
fire department running through the past several years. I remember well the
time whe.n the Fire Department and Water Department "passed the buck." If
there was ever a falling down at a big fire it was of course due according to the
Fire Department to the inadequacy of the water supply. The water department
thought it was due to the stupidity of the firemen. Then we found out if more
service is to be furnished it meant that the fire and water departments work together, and as Fire Chief O’Brien and I have travelled around over the country, we have found some very fine cases of co-operation between fire and water
departments. But, gentlemen, we have gone into towns and heard men talk
about four inch main. We have asked him if he ever took it up with the
Water Department and found much to our surprise that he did not even know
103

NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CI-IIEFS

Jos. A. Tomassello, Treas,

A. G. Tomasello, Pres.

A. G. TOMASELLO @ SON, INC.
CONTRACTORS
Boston, Mas~o

68 Devonshire Street
Telephone Congress 1200

Room 602 Newport Building

S. MERIEN, Prop.

Tel. Conn.

HAMPDEN GARAGE
Finest and Most Up To Date in This Vicinity
DAY and NIGHT SERVICE
Roxbury, Mass.

157 Hampden Street

Compliments of-

Underwriters Salvage Company
OF NEW YORK
131 State Street, Boston, Mass.

SAVOGRAN--MARBLICA
cleans woodwork-walls and floors
with least labor

cleans marble,
tile and metal
surfaces.

"THE BEST IS CHEAPEST"
INDIA ALKALI WORKS

India Wharf, Boston
104

NEw ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS

m.

HIGGINS

G.

Jobbers and Importers of

Fine Wall Papers
274-276-278 Main Street

Worcester, Mass.

Chief CHARLES L. McCARTHY
Worcester, Mass.
Established 1847

The Brierly-L0mbard Company
Successors to Crawford & Company
Railroad, Mine, Mill and Contractors’ Supplies, Pyrene 21/2 Gal. Fire
Extinguishers, Eames Compound Mandrel Press, Page Belting, Union Twist
Drills and Cutters.
663-665 MAIN ST.,

WORCESTER, MASS.
105

NEW

ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS

Telephones Main 8168, Main 8169
Night, Dorchester 344-J

Portland Elevator Co.
Machinists and Founders

STEEL GARAGES
ELEVATOR EFFICIENCY
Hydraulic, Plunger and Electric Elevators, Elevator Alterations and
Repairs

Made of Keystone Copper Bearing
Rust-Resisting Steel
Considered by users to be the best constructed
Steel Building on the market. We also are experts
on stores, filIing stations and metal buildings of
every description.
Call, phone or write for latest catalogue and learn
how we can save you money.

Priggen Steel Garage Co.

133 OLIVER STREET
BOSTON, MASS.

373 Broadway (Extension), Boston
Near Albany St. Tel. Beach 7050

Geo. J. J. Clark, Pres. "W. A. Luce, Treas.

T. G. Buckkley Co.

The National
Fireworks Dist. Co.

MOVING -:- PACKING

Importers and Jobbers of All

SHIPPING

FOURTH OF JULY AND OTHER
CELEBRATION MERCHANDISE
"Our Ozc’~ Fireproof Warehouse"
Reprcsenti~9 the Factories of

The National Fireworks Mfg. Co.

690 DUDLEY STREET
BOSTON

Main Office: 64 Sudbury St,, Boston, Mass.
Tel. 2141 Haymarket
Warehouses, WEST HANOVER,
106

NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CI-IIEFS

the name of the Superintendent of the Water Department. So long as that
sort of thing exists over this country, we are not apt to get very far on discussing America’s fire losses. My presence here this afternoon is simply to talk on
that proposition of co-operation between the recognized responsible heads for
public fire protection.
It gave me great pleasure to accept the kind invitation of Mr. J. W.
O’tIearn, to be present at the 3rd. annual Convention of the New England Association of Fire Chiefs, and give a paper on the subject, "Co-operation between.
the Fire and Water Departments."
A brief statement relative to our fire losses and the responsibility which"
rests upon us in the matter of the curtailment of these losses, will place us in a
better position to understand the far-reaching importance of this subject.. When
we realize tbat during the past ten years America’s fire losses have more than
doubled; that these losses are always passed on to the public; that our National
resources are being seriously depleted by preventable fires; that the annual loss
of life due to fire is more than 13,ooo; that our annual output for fire protection, fire loss, loss of business due to fire, etc., reaches the staggering total of
more than $I,25o,ooo,ooo; that this is much an annual charge upon American
business as is the Income Tax, and that thousands o{ lives can be saved andi
these losses reduced by hundreds of millions of dollars annually by the enactment and enforcement of sane Fire Protection and Prevention Measures, the
problem at once assumes a National vital and imperative aspect.
The report of the National Board of Fire Underwriters, made public on
May 28th. shows that our fire losses during 1924 were $548,81o,639, as compared with $boS,ooo,ooo for the year 1923.
The following homely illustration will give us a better conception of the
meaning of this staggering total of $548,ooo,ooo. This amount of money would
purchase a sufficient number of Fords of the coupe, touring and sedan types to
make a parade, or line of cars, reaching from Los Angeles to New York, with
a space of not to exceed 5 ft. between each car. These cars, if comfortably
filled according to rated capacity would transport at one time, all of the people
residing in Washington, D. C., Kansas City, St. Paul, Minneapolis, Buffalo,
Milwaukee, Rochester, Cincinnati, Indianapolis, Louisville, Columbus, and Denver, with Pittsfield, Mass., thrown in for good measure. Possibly some would
prefer to ride in a car of other make than the well-known Ford, and tl4ese people,
to the total of more than 3,ooo ooo could be accommodated in a parallel line of
cars purchased with the money which our annual fire toll costs us in the way of
loss of business, public fire protection, private fire protection, etc. This line of cars
would include Dodges, Chevrolets, Oaklands, Overlands, and a goodly sprinkling
of Buicks, Packards, Cadillacs and Marmons and Rolls Royces, with one car
to every 4o feet of the distance from Los Angeles to New York. As these cars
would pass by in a parade continuing for 2o days of ten hours to each day, we
would exact one life for every minute of the time as our unceasing sacrifice to the
fire demon.
The largest factors entering into this ever-increasing loss are:
Ist. The carelessness of the American people.
2nd. The lack of personal liability, and
3rd. The prevailing opinion that the insurance companies pay the bill.
Carelessness is the underlying cause of America’s fire losses. It is estimated that 75 per cent of our fires are avoidable if ample precautions are taken.
A man who has a preventable .fire picks the pockets of his neighbors, either
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thro.ugh the medium of fire insurance or of an unjustified use of the public fire department, which all must support.
Fire departments are not maintained to protect a man from the results of
his negligence, and when he calls upon the city in any such case, he should be
made to pay for this service. No civilized COUl~try should expect its firemen to
risk their lives in fighting fires which are easily preventable.
The statement "fully covered by insurance" is untrue. Insurance never
covers the entire loss on a home, store or factory. It cannot replace the lost
job., the loss of business, the invaluable records or keepsakes of the home, nor
can it compensate in any way for the fearful loss of life, and yet our conscience
is dulled by the statement ".fully covered by insurance."
In a consideration of the important subject of decreasing America’s fire
losses, it is well to reach an understanding of the obligations which rest upon
the different organizations in the matter of Public Fire Protection and Prevention.
The major obligations of the Water Company, or Department, could well
be summed up as follows:
ISt. To furnish pure water in sufficient quantity and at adequate pressure.
To furnish efficient fire protection service.
3rd. To co-operate with all recognized authorities and citizens in the campaign to reduce fire losses.
The major obligations of the Fire Departme.nt might well be summed up as
follows :
ist. To assist in the prevention of fire.
2rid. To provide adequate equipment and trained firemen so as to efficiently combat with any fire, and
3rd. To render that fire service with the least possible loss in money and
inconvenience to the public.
2ndo

The three major duties of the citizens might well be summed up as follows :
Ist. To take all reasonable steps to prevent fires.
2nd. To make adequate provision for the fire and water department so
that there may be the most effective service in case of fire, and
3rd. To bring about that spirit of co-operation which will tend towards
decreasing fire losses.
The National Board of Fire Underwriters, the recognized authority in the
matter of grading of cities with-reference to their fire defenses and physical condition, places upon the fire and water departments relative values totalling 3,75o
points out of a possible 5ooo points. In other words, these authorities place
upon the fire and water departments 75 per cent of the burden of furnishing
that vital protection requisite to the success of the campaign of reducing America’s fire losses.
The success of the Fire Prevention movement in the United States is dependent upon the co-operation between the citizens and fire and water departments. Without that co-operation the campaign cannot succeed.
For many years engineering efforts have been expended in evolving methods
of curtailing our fire waste. We have all the technical knowledge which we
need for fire protection; costly surveys of cities and regulations for effective
use of fire retardents, and devices for fire extinguishers, but we have not educated the American public to the necessity of applyin~ this knowledge and mak109
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ing it pay its proper dividends in the way of a greatly decre’ased fire loss. it is
true that such progress has been made in the matter of increasing the efficiency
of the public fire service and arousing the public conscience in reference to the.
prevention of fire. It can be said without fear of contradiction that the public
fire service of America is on a higher plane of efficiency than that of other
countries of the world. Large organizations such as the National Fire Protection Association, the Credit Men’s Association and the United States Chamber
of Commerce are making headway in Fire prevention Campaigns.
It is well worth while to refer to the tremendous change in the consciousness of firemen in the last decade. Ten years ago, their dominating thought was
the extinguishment of fires. The prevention of fires was but a secondary consideration.
Many of them gave their lives in the fighting of fires which should never
have occurred; fires that were due to gross carelessness or neglect. That day
is passing and a new day is dawning. The firemen, and the people they represent, are gradually awakening to a new consciousness. They realize that it is
not necessary to wait until a fire occurs before beginning their fire fighting.
This new consciousness speaks well for the future of our country. The new
program of fire prevention lacks the spectacular features of fire fighting, but
it is much more efficient in the great campaign of saving lives and dollars. The
realization by the firemen and water plant operators of the responsibility which
has been placed upon them in the matter of adequate protection and prevention,
lays the foundation for a co-operation which should and will mean a saving of
more than one-quarter of a billion dollars annually in America’s fire bill.
The following are some suggestions of co-operation between the fire chief
and the water plant superintendent.
The water plant superintendent can assist in the formation of a Fire Chief’s
Cabinet. Too often the fire chief must fight his battles without proper aid
from the city officials, and from those who should be his strongest supporters,
namely, the business men of his city.
Every fire chief in America should be supported by a Fire Chief’s Cabinet
composed of representative business men, club women, city officials, water department officials, and others who are vitally interested in the welfare of their
community. Members of this Cabinet should assist the fire chief in making
surveys of the city in reference to its fire protection facilities, and should stand
shoulder to shoulder with him in his efforts to secure adequate fire fighting
equipment and the enactment and enforcement of proper Fire Protection and
Prevention measures. They should join the chief in a careful stud~r of the requirements of the National Board of Fire Underwriters, as they p£rtain to the
local situation, and give heed to the suggestions of the National Fire Protection
Association relative to the reduction of preventable fire waste in our country.
The water plant superintendent shouldbe a most active member of this Cabinet
and should be in the front rank of those working with the fire chief.
The fire chief should render all possible aid to the water plant superintendent in his efforts to furnish a thoroughly satisfactory water service. He
should work with the water plant superintendent in studies of the distribution
system, pumping plant equipment, and reservoir capacity, and should give all
possible assistance in the efforts to secure sufficient money to make needed repairs and extensions to the public water system. It is a lamentable fact that
the picture is often presented of a water plant superintendent who realizes that
his plant is deficient from the standpoint of fire protection requirements, and
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yet is unable to secure the necessary funds for these improvements by reason
of the fact tha~ he is fighting his battles without the aid of the fire chief and the
Fire Chief’s Cabinet. Such cases usually result in a serious fire loss, and too
often this is followed by a denunciation of the water plant by the fire chief,
when in fact the fire chief should feel humiliated because he has not rendered
helpful assistance which his position warrants.
The American public should realize that the saving of a few dollars by
omitting necessary repairs in the fire or water department, the failure to purchase
needed equipment, or the failure to keep all fire fighting facilities of these two
departments in good condition, may result in disaster in their community far
outweighing the saving. Every effort should be made towards providing reliable fire protection commensurate with the importance it deserves, and the
American cities will then enioy more freedom from fire losses.
The water plant superintendent should consult with the fire chief in reference to the installation of new mains and hydrants, and the fire chief should be
the recognized authority in reference to the location of fire hydrants. A "penny
wise" program in reference to the installation of feeder mains and fire hydrants
usually becomes a "pound foolish" program also when the fire department is
called upon to combat a fire of especially hazardous nature. The fire chief and
the water plant superintendent should work together in making flow tests and
other investigations to determine the reliability of the water supply, and a careful study should be made of the fire service around all public buildings, such as
schools, public institutions, department stores, etc., to the end that the best possible service may be had in case of fire.
We frequently hear some chief of a fire department lamenting over the
fact that the city council of his town will not render assistance by the enactment
of fire prevention ordinances such as anti-combustible roof .ordinances, proper
buil~ting laws; etc. Too often we hear the statement made by firemen that the
citizens of their town disregard the orders issued by the fire department. Too
often we hear the water plant superintendent lamenting over the fact that he is
unable to make extensions which are necessary to provide adequate fire service. A
systematic campaign of Fire Prevention, carried on by a Fire Prevention Committee or a Fire Chief’s Cabinet, will so arouse the public conscience to these
losses, as to make possible that efficiency of Fire Protection and Fire Prevention
which will bring about a reduction in the fire losses.
The speaker’s suggestions of major fire prevention activities, based upon
several years of experience, are as follows:

Ist. Surrounding the Fire Chief with a Fire Chief’s Cabinet, or Chamber
of Commerce Fire Prevention Committee, giving to the Fire Chief that moral
support which is essential to the program of reduced fire losses.
2nd. The cultivation of a br0ad-gauged policy in reference to the Fire Department. Adequate fire protection is dependent upon a well equipped and well
manned Fire Department.
3rd. The establishment of a training school in the Fire Department, to the
end that those firemen may render a thoroughly efficient fire protection service.
4~h. The cultivation of such a broad-gauged policy in reference to the
construction and operation of the public water supply system, as will permit the
building and operation of this system on the highest possible plane of efficiency.
(The importance of an efficient Fire Department, and an adequate water supply,
will be realized when we take into consideration the fact 75 per cen, of the
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i~enalty points upon which our insurance ratings are based, are directly chargeable to these two departments.)
5th. A program of systematic inspection by firemen from a Fire Prevention Division of the Fire. Department, supplemented by assistance from firemen
from each fire house in the city, who shall be detailed to make inspections in
their immediate locality.
6th. City Ordinances providing for the elimination of wooden shingle
roofs, and other known fire hazards.
7th. Clean-Up Campaigns to rid the city of all trash heaps and similar
fire hazards.
8th. That co-operative effort between all Fire Departments, Fire Protection and Fire Prevention agencies which will assure the city the best possible
service in the program for decreased fire loss. (Applause.)
~.
’ PRESIDENT., We have heard a very fine address from Mr. Jdrdan.
What is your pleasure ?
CHIEF CASEY. I would like to ask Mr. Jordan some questions. Has
the American Water Works Association ever taken .up the proposition of allowing anybody to meddle with hydrants outside of the Fire and Water Departments? In my own home city t am speaking of now every fellow who goes
through there with a steam roller taps the hydrants., Street~ railroads will tap
the hydrants, Sewer Department flushing sewers, Street Department for chasing
bugs on trees. Has the American Water Works Association ever taken up the
propositioi~ of trying to have laws passed in the different states or cities forbidding anybody to meddle with the hydrants outside of the Water Works men and
the fire department men ?
Mr. JORDAN. The American Water Works Association have gone just as
far’ as it has seemed to them possible to go into their denunciation of the practice of allowing anybody outside of the fire department to handle a fire hydrant.
I do not know of anything that is any worse than just this indiscriminate handling o.f hydrants by anybody that comes along, any man doing any work on the
He opens the hydrant. Then the fire department finds the hydrant broken and
they do not get any water there. Referring again to a Fire Chiefs’ Cabine;t
in one. of the cities of the West where they had.a good deal of trouble along that
line; they took it up with the Mayor of the City, and he said, "I think it is ~
pretty nice thing for them to be able to get water wherever they want it." It
was then taken up before the Fire Chiefs’ Cabinet and the matter was threshed
out there, and finally those men saw the situation, saw exactly what it meant to
the fireman finding a fire hydrant out of order. Within a few days there was
a fire in which the very thing happened that they were referring to. The Fire
Chiefs’ Cabinet sent word to the Mayor that they were not in favor of that sort
of tl!ing. The Fire hydrant was put there for the Fire Department and not for
the indiscriminate use of everybody. And that practice was discontinued in
that town. Paper after paper had been read and resolutions passed denouncing
the custom of using hydrants for anything except for the Fire Department.
PRESIDENT. Any further questions? If not what is your pleasure?
CHIEF KENNEDY. I mo~e that Mr. Jordan be given a rising vote of
thanks.
CHIEF BRO~fNING. I second that motion.
(lt was unanimously so ordered and carried out.)
1i7
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CHIEF DALEY. I think this is the time this Association should go on.
record as favoring minimum siz.es of water mains, fo~ fire protection ito be not
less than 6 inches.
PRESIDENT. Do you make that as a motion ? ....

CHIEF DALEY. Yes.
CHIEF SMITH OF, NASHUA. I second that motion.
PRESIDENT. All in favor manifest it in the usual way.
unanimous vote in favor of the motion.)
’
SECRETARY. Reads communication addressed to

(It was a

"June 22, 1925. ~:i~

"W. C. Shepard, Chief,
Fire Department,
Pittsfield, Mass.
Dear Friend :
I have been substituted by. General A. F. Foote, Commissioner of Public
Safety, to take his place at the annual convention of the New England Fire Chiefs
to be held at Pittsfield, June 23, 24, 25.
General Foote has requested me to appear at the convention and represent
the Department of Public Safety of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts in his
place, as he regrets very sincerely that he cannot be present, but business that is
now before the Governor and Counsel-will prevent him from attending the convention, therefore, he imposes the burden on me to take his place and as he is on the
program for Wednesday Afternoon, June 24th, would you kindly arrange to
have me substituted for General Foote ?
Thanking you for past favors, I remain,
Very truly yours,
(Signed) Thomas E. Bligh,_
Chief. of Detectives."
PRESIDENT. Gentlemen, if there is no objection, Chief Bligh will take
the place of General Foote on the program when the time comes.
PRESIDENT. I have another announcement for the Se~retary to make.
It would help as an introduction for me to come after the two speakers, Mr.
Jordan and Chief Kenlon. We expected here in connection with the subject
a new piece of apparatus known as the Magirus Truck. We were promised
that apparatus by Tom Johnstone. He had to disappoint us in bringing that
truck here, but he has a letter making an apology. I would like to have yot~
listen to the letter read by the. Secretary.
SECRETARY.
Chief Patrick Hurley,
Pres., New England Chiefs’ Association.

"June 15, 1925¯

Dear Friend Pat:
It has been my intention f~r the past year to attend your meeting this
year, especially because it was in the Home Town of one of my Dearest Frien-ds,
Bill Shepard. It was greatly on that account in meeting Bill and all his loved
associates that I had looked forward to a happy reunion. It was also my intention to have one of the Magirus Ladder trucks and water tower there to
give the members the benefit of a series of demonstrations of that wonderfui
machine.
"Whether I can get the machine there before the meeting is over, as yet I
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cannot tell, but as to myself, God has disposed otherwise. While in Chicago with
Chief Gempp of Berlin I xvas taken ill and returned to my home in Indianapolis May 3oth. Since that time I have been under care of doctors and nurses
galore and likely to be for a while.
Pat, I regret this yery much, as I ~vanted to be with you and the boys so
bad. I must congratulate you on the wonderful program you have. In Chief Kenlon on Organization you have the greatest and best authority. No man can
gainsay the fact but that John Kenlon is the foremost fireman and a, uthority in
America. In your relationship with Fire Department and Water Works,
watch Frank Jordan give you some telling facts straight from the shoulder.
Pat I wish for you, Bill Shepard and all the boys of New England Association a most rousing and successful meeting and in wishing you all the best of
everything to make one happy. I have one request, that Bill Daley and the
gang of songsters get together and sing
My Old New Hampshire Home--A Wee Hoose Mang the t-Ieather--and
"A Wee Doch an Doris for Auld Lang Syne."
Now all I can do. Pat is to wish you well from the sick bed of your
Old Pal and Comrade,
(Signed) Thos. R. Johnstone,
per Mrs. Johnstone.
Mrs. Johnstone joins in extending best wishes to you all." (Applause.)
PRESIDENT. The next speaker on the program is Chief John Kenlon
of New York City. After reading the letter of Tom Johnstone, I do not think
I need to give you any further introduction. (Applause.)
CHIEF KENLON. Mr. President, Gentlemen of the Convention and
Comrades: It is, indeed a great pleasure to be here with you this afternoon,
to see this hall filled with good old friends, most of whom I have not seen during the past seven years. As you know, I have not been active in fire prevention affairs because I have been very busy with the affairs of the New York Fire
Department. It is very pleasing to me to see how little the past seven years
have touched you, and, if I may say so, a very great pleasure to see your wives
looking as youthful and radiantly beautiful as ever.
We are sorry Tom Johnstone is prevented by illness from being here. We
are obliged to him for his nice words. Let me say, however, I think Tom is inclined to flatter me when he says I am the foremost fireman of America. I
disclaim all pretensions to such a dignity. Great firemen there-have been, like
Chiefs Bonner and Croker of New York, Chief Sweeney of Chicago, Chief
Foley of Milwaukee, Chiefs Webber and Mullen of Boston, and many, many
others,--they were really the leading firemen of their day.
]Before I take up the subject upon which I am asked to speak, "Fire Department Organization," let me say in reference to the remarks 6f the previous
speaker, that I do not quite understand the proposition for a Chief’s Cabinet in
every city. Of course, I am aware that there is a great, forceful purpose back
of the idea, but whether or not it originated with the Chiefs or in some other
brilliant minds, I do not know. Insofar as I am concerned, however, I shall
proceed very cautiously in the matter of selecting the members of my cabinet, in
fact, I find my deputies make a very excellent cabinet. (Applause.)
Two things are essential in the modern fire department; i.e. adequate upto-date equipment, and well selected, highly trained men to operate it. Some of
you, no doubt, experience difficulty in getting a sufficient number of up-to-date
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pieces of apparatus, properly equipped, for your department. This is to be expected, but with the help of an active fire commissioner, or board of commissioners, showing the need for it, the powers that hold the purse strings can
generally be prevailed upon to make a sufficient appropriation. It may be necessary to get the aid of influential citizens on the outside, members of the Chamber of Commerce, merchants associations, etc. If such aid is necessary, then
invoke it. Us~ all honorable means to impress upon the Mayor and members of
your City Council the need for adequate up-to-date equipment.
/ It is my experience, after almost forty years in the fire service, that five
w411-trained men, five men.who understand their business, are equal to fifteen or
twenty untrained men who do not understand their business. Therefore, the
selection of men is most important. They should have a good physique, be
young men, at least, not over thirty-five years of age, and have a quick, alert
mind. Such men yield to training; they make the finest type of fire fighter and
fire inspector. If, however, men are appointed because they are a friend of
Tom Smith or Tom Jones or because they have rendered some service to a particular party, it is. not to be expected that such men will make good firemen.
These statements are broad and general, they probably would not hold in
every case, but they are fundamental. We all know that politics is poison to the
fire service.
I am glad to see so many of my old friends here this afternoon, Daley of
Brockton, Dahill of New Bedford, Johnson and Sennott, and a host of others.
Should any of you happen to be in New York, you will find the latch strinff
on the outside, always welcome to any record or information we have got.
PRESIDENT. You have heard the talk. What is your pleasure? Does
anybody want to ask any questions ?
SUP’T. THOMPSON, BOSTON PROTECTIVE DEPT. I move that
Chief Kenlon’s speech be accepted and spread upon the records. :
Motion seconded by several.
So ordered by unanimous vote.
CHIEF KENNEDY OF BRIDGEPORT. I move Chief Kenlon be made
an honorary member of our Association.
Motion seconded by several.
So ordered by unanimous vote.
CHIEF KENLON. Gentlemen, this is a signal honor you have visited upon me. I am still an active fireman and still I prize the honor and am delighted
at the spirit in which it is made. Still, may I not become an active member of
the New England Fire Chiefs’ Association ? (Applause.) We will make that active,
and I will accept the active membership.
CHIEF CASEY. If I am in order, I would like to make that motion that
Chief Kenlon be made a life member..
Motion seconded by several. (It was so voted.)
PRESIDENT. I am going to present Chief Kenlon with our button. I
think he will be the first member to wear one of those buttons. (Applause.)
CHIEF KENLON. Again I have to thank you. I am sure I am overwhelmed with your extraordinary welcome, ~nd the warmth of your feelings
toward me. I have the same problems that you have. Our cities are located
in a part of the American continent where climatic conditions are practically
the same. I know what~you have got to contend with just as well as i~ I lived~
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right in your town. All I can say is again at any time, place or hour I can hetp,

just call on me. (Applause.)

:PRESIDENT. We have with us Mr. Simonis of London, England. I
have invited him here to give us a little talk on the difference in fire engineering
in his country and this country.

Mr. SIMO:NIS. The first thing that I knew that I was to speak here was
when I arrived in :Pittsfield this morning after traveling through the night, and
found my name on the program. I have not prepared anything particular to say
to you. :But it gives me-very extraordinary pleasure to be here. I have been at
conventions of this kind in many parts of the world. I have regularly attended
for many years these sort of conventions and meetings in England, some in
Australia, Ireland, Italy, Germany and all sorts of places and I am struck more
particularly with the seriousness with which you handle this. business. In other
places, take England for example, as a rule we have a lot of these sort of
meetings, and they are interrupted by a good deal of refreshment. (Laughter.)
That seems to interfere with the seriousness of the business and the thought I
have in mind is whether it is so because of necessity or whether you are really
so serious at your business as not to seem to be. I am taking the latter. Elsewhere in Europe you see a great amount ofpump shows of this sort. Get a
reception to the :King of Italy or something of that sort. A lot of drills, firementurning out and racing up ladders and all that sort of thing.. Here you
seem to settle down and attend to your business and get views from such eminent
men as have spoken be{ore me and I feel that must be of tremendous value
to the smaller fire departments throughout the cotmtry that are represented here.
I was in this country {or the first time in my life eighteen years ago. I ,was
then here in a basic fire engineering capacity which is not the case now. I remember being received by Chief Crocker, who was then in charge of the New
York Fire Department. I am therefore in a position to draw a comparison between the picture as I saw it then and as I see.’ it today. I am simply over-awed
by the magnitude of your Fire Department of today. I have not been able to
spend much time in New York as I would have liked to. Chief I~enlon was
extremely kind, hospitable and courteous to me, but it is just the magnitude o{
your fire service, the enormity of it which stands out more than anything else
when I compare American ~Fire Department conditions with those in Europe.
I am given to understand (I have lived there all my life) that London is also not
a small town. ]~ut I feel and I have felt it ever since the last fortnight that I
am in your country, that we are provincials. We come from the village, perhaps more so in relation to fire advantages than anything else. It is not only
the size, it is essentially also~ the conditions. Your fire risks and conditions are
enormously larger than ours. Not because you have got sky-scrapers; they
strike me as fire-proof buildings with relatively low fire risks. :But because
your total hazards are so enormously larger than ours. The plants, and building material employed, drier atmosphere--am I right? (Laughter.) I mean
the heat. There are absolutely different conditions, and I think nothing would
be more out of place than for me to try to make any kind of comparison. They
lead nowhere. I think it would be much more interesting perhaps to you if I
gave just a short survey and resume as to fire engineering in the :BritishEmpire.
I say the :British :Empire because it has been my privilege to travel twice around
the world on fire engineering business. And while I mention that it just occurs
to me what extraordinary conditions you do meet. I remember driving for the
first time a motor.fire engine through the streets of Cairo. And can you imagine
that what you had to look out for was that the houses were not tumbling down
because we made so much vibration. There were streets we could not drive
through, because the houses would tumble down. That has incidentally a good
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deal to do with the fact that the Mohammedan will not repair his house. It is
against his religion. I remember driving a fire engine in Calcutta now. I am
not sure that was the first, but can still see today, as we were ringing the bell,
these natives talking in great excitement, crossing themselves, as though th.ey
did not know what was coming along and rushing away as if the fire engine
was some sort of a god which they had to worship. Then again if you go to
the other extreme of the British Empire in Sydney, you find fire conditions resembling your own nearer than they resemble the home country. How has the
British fire engineer developed? Why are we in lamentable lines so different
to you? I think that is easily explained. In 19o3, or over twenty years ago,
there was an Inter-National fire exhibition in London. I was foreign secretary
of the British Fire Prevention Committee, and had a great deal to do with organization and I still regret today that there was no American fire equipment
exhibited. But that was the first time we showed motors. Those motors, were
electrically driven and steam driven and for some years really the motor development in England was so great that we could not electrically operate traction and
~ve traded our steamers for the steam driven traction. We went along like that
for a few years and the exhibits of 19o8 and 19o9 brought the first motors,--you
call them gasoline, we call them petrol. It costs nearly twice as much. Then
we developed those and the standard size pump. This will be interesting to you.
Our 350 gallon capacity, and 35o gallons is still the most used size, the 50o is a
big one and 600 about the maximum limit that you will find working in England.
But on the other side, we come down to as small as 15o gallons. Our country
towns, small towns, have these small pumps, and they are quite enough to put
our fires out. Our fires do not burn in the same raging way as they do here for
some peculiar reason. It is very rarely that we have these big blazes.. The
risks are not similar. Now then these pumps were developed on turbine lines.
I suppose fully 80 per cent of the motor pump apparatus in Great~ ~Britain
turbine pumping and the later developments put this turbine pump into direct
ration with the engine, pump and engine running the same revolutions in accord
and reaching a very high degree of mechanical efficiency for the whole apparatus.
The old piston pump as we call it is a rare piece only maintained in places
where the water capacity is on the short side. That is, _quite generally speaking.
Now there you see the difference in our pumping apparatus. In our ladder work
we have also developed on totally different lines. I suppose the main reason is that
¯ if we were trying to get what you call an aerial truck through our streets we
could not do it. We have not got the streets in London and Sheffield and Birmingham that would take such apparatus through. They could not get around.
There is no square Set of streets as here, counting I, 2, 3; our streets go anyhow. And so, obviously, our aerial ladders and water towers had to be shorter
and what you had in two sections we had in four sections. And the ladder
which I understand was going to be exhibited here today and did not reach
here, which has a traction brake, which is on the same lines as the type of
ladder and aerial truck and water tower as developed in England. They are
highly mechanically operated appliances, built on these totally different lines,
but in fact doing the same work, and I am inclined to think, mechanically, perhaps the same efficiency. But I say that with reserve. Europe has adopted
what you now term a pump-ladder, which is the original American idea.
think the American pump or hook and ladder men brought it over to Europe
to that exhibition which I mentioned before, and those ladders are now quite
universally used.
We have entirely different lines of development which must be entirely
viewed. A real comparison cannot be made’. The same thing is true of the
organizations themselves. I believe I am correct in saying that the delegation,’
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you gentlemen, are proficient fire chiefs. Running a fire department is your
business. I think if we took all the proficient brigades of England, I don"t
think they would reach 200, something like I6o odd.~ All the other, fire brigades
are volunteer. That gives you an idea of the different class of fire risks that
we have. Towns as big as Pittsfield, with 40,000 inhabitants, can rely on a
volunteer fire brigade. That bridage turns out twenty times in the year perhaps. Pittsfield probably turns out every day or more than that. There you
have a very rough idea of what differences there are. Now I think I hav~
talked to you enough. If you are interested in any particular subject as it touches
Europe, I shall be glad to tell you about it. I don’t know what in particularI
you wanted me to say, and I hope I have said things that have been of interest
to you. I would like to say again what a very great pleasure it has been to be
here today. It will go down in my fire engineering annals as one of my "very
pleasant and valuable experiences and the .hospitality which I have received
throughout your country has ’impressed me greatly.

I want it to go on record as the first occasion I have spoken on an American platform. (Applause).
PRESIDENT. Gentlemen, what is your pleasure with the address of
Mr. Simons.
CIIIEF HILL. I move it be accepted and spread on the records.
Seconded by several. (Unanimously so ordered).
PRESIDENT. In the State of Massachusetts, the little wonder state of
New England, we have the State Constabulary. I am trying to find out how
much aid we can expect from this Constabulary. We have invited General
Foote to come here and give us a talk on it. ]But I find it is impossible for him
to come. ]But he has sent in his place Chief of Detectives Thomas E. Bligh. i
will ask him to step to the platform. (Applause).
Mr. ]BLIGt-I. Mr. President and Chiefs of ~the New England Fire Chiefs’
Association, Honored Guests" General A. F. Foote of the Massachusetts Department of Public =Safety was not as fortunate as Chief Daggett of Springfield in selecting a man who could fairly represent him on this occasion in the
form of a speaker. I-Ie was able to speak and entertain you with the ideas that
he had on the zoning and traffic questions. ]But be that as it may, at the last’,
moment yesterday morning, General Foote called me into his office and he said,
"I have been requested to appear before the New England Chiefs’ Convention
to be held in Pittsfield three days this week. I owe them a debt of gratitude and I
feel that I am obliged to do something to show that I appreciate their organization and their efforts. I-Ie said, "I am unable to go because of a very important conference that is ./o be had with the Governor and his Council, and .the~
heads of all the departments of the State which constitute the Commissioners
of all the various branches of activities in the State Departments. There is a
very important conference which involves the financial budget and it is impossible for me to get away and I want you to go up there to Pittsfield and r~
present the department and express my regrets to the New England Chiefs’ Contion of my inability to appear before them and offer the humble services of the
Department of Public Safety." Therefore, gentlemen, that is how I happen
to be here. This is the first time in my life’I have ever appeared before a distinguished body of this kind to make any kind of a speech or address, and. I hope
that if I am not interesting to you that you will pardon me because I will do the
best I can.
I would like ~.to refer back perhaps before I speak of the Department ofi
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Public Safety to some of the incidents of my earlier life to which this gathering
brings me back with tender recollections. About forty yearg ago I joined in
Holyoke, in the ~town where our beloved President here has the honor of being
Chief. I take pleasure in having the honor of coming, from the. native town of
your worthy President. I have known him since he was probably that high (indicating). Seen him growing up, and if I remember right he was a member of
the fire departmaent in his earlier days when I was also a member of that de-.
partment. The first public service that I ever rendered was that of a fireman
when I was a young man way back in 1885. In those days we called it "Running
with the fire department," and that is what it was. (Laughter). Because we
had =to run. The first thing you did was to run for the fire station and grab hold
of a hose reel and run to the fire. And get to the fire and sit down and our running was done. (Laughter). That is the kind of experience we had in those
days. This condition was in Holyoke, a small city at that time, but I am proud
to say that at the present time if I (and I think I car~ say it without fear of contradiction) that Holyoke today has an up-to-date fire department both in personnel and equipment. I served in that department for a period of eight years and
a large part of that ’time was assistant chief of that department, assistant to
Chief Dan T. Lynch, whom a great many of you will remember. I was one
of his right hand men in the department. Of course this has nothing to do with
the question that I came here to speak about, but I could not avoid making a
slight reference to my experience as a fireman because your presence here renews that association and it makes me feel good to think I am back with some of
the men who were at one time brother firemen and I am always very glad to at
all times meet firemen and chiefs and have always kept up the interest in watching the operations of the fire departments and the improvements in their equipments as compared with what they were forty years ago or more.
We will return to the subject that I am here to speak about. The Department ~f Public Safety in the State of Massachusetts is an organization made up
of various departments,--all go toward making public safety. One of the divisions of the department is the Inspection of Boilers and the examining of men
who are to prepare for running fire engines, stationary engines; another, the Inspection of Buildings, who have the supervision of the erection of buildings, public buildings, supervising the plans and erection of those buildings and seeing
that proper fire exits and means of escape for those who may occupy those buildings are properly erected so that in case of fire people may save their lives. Then
there is the fire Inspection bringing you down to the branch of the service I belong to, which is the division of State Police. The Fire Inspection branch is
under the charge of Fire Marshall George C. Neal, whom perhaps almost every
Fire Chief in Massachusetts is well acquainted with. He supervises the investigation: of all fires and he has trained forces of detectives under him, under the
direct supervision of a Chief Fire Inspector, Timothy C. Murphy in the Metropolitan District of Boston, and the law requires every fire there be investigated
by the Department of Public Safety. Outside of the Metropolitan District, as
I understand, when such fires are of a suspicious nature they are investigated.
Fires that have a suspicion of incendiarism in their origin are investigated, and
it is the desire of the Commissioner of Public Safety, to convey to you gentlemen of l~{assachusetts that he desires full co-operation with every Chief throughout the State whether in the country villages, towns or cities, no matter where
they are, the fullest co-operation between the Department of Public Safety, as
far as the Fire Inspection Division is concerned, with every Chief. He wants
and guarantees full co-operation of that branch of the service.
’The Department of State Police of course constitutes three branches: Fire
Inspection branch, Detective branch (of which I have the honor of being chief).
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Our work is.of a criminal nature entirely. We sometimes assist in the investigation of fires, but it is only in cases of emergency. That of course is left to the
Fire Inspectorsl But the branch that I have the honor of being chief of is for
investigating the annals Of crimes committed in the State in small towns and
cities where they have no big detective force. There are many towns which cannot have a force of trained detectives; therefore the State maintains a force of
trained men who are experienced in the investigation of all crimes, men who understand criminal law and are able to prepare all analyses of criminal cases and~
present them intelligently in the courts for prosecution. Next comes the Department of State Patrol.- Now there is the understanding that prevails all over
this State in calling the State Patrol a Constabulary. The law which created that
branch of the service was enacted in 1921, an act of the Legislature and created
the State Police Patrol in addition to the Division of State Police under the Department of Public Safety, so that under our laws, figuratively, we have no State
Constabulary, but have a State Patrol Service which has the same relation as the
uniform rank of Police officers that you see on the streets as compared with the
detective branch of that same Department. In all large cities, the cities of New
York, Washington, Boston and everywhere they have a detective bureau in every
department in addition to their uniformed men. Now you would not call in
the City of Pittsfield, the men now on the street, Constabulary, because they
have got on uniforms. They are patrolmen. The same applies in New York.
The same applies to the Department of Public Safety of the State of Massachusetts. They are State patrolmen who patrol the rural districts at all times, day
and night, Sundays, Holidays and every other time. The Department of State
Patrol consists, according to law, of 14o men altogether.
I would like to go back a little further. The Department of Public Safety
re-organized in 1919, under an act of the Legislature re-oi~KanizinK all Departments. Prior to that it was known as the District Police with a Chief and other
officers. It was re-organized and called the Department of Public Safety and a
new man put at the head of it, afterwards Governor, and who is now the President of the United St.ates. When President Coolidge was Governor of Massachusetts he selected General A. F. Foote, who had iust returned from the War in
France and made him Commissioner of Public Safety. As soon as tie took
charge of the Department (he had been, prior to that, around the State considerable as an inspector from the Highway Department), he noticed the necessity for a State Patrol to patrol the rural districts and help the communities
which had no police protection and set about as soon as he became C6mmissioner to
devise ways and means of organizing force to aid those who could not help
themselves. _As a result there was a bill drawn by your Legislature creating the
Department of State Police Patrol. Now the organization started in 1919 and
as our good friend the Chief of the Fire Department from New York said, "Give
me six good, strong, able-bodied, intelligent men and they will do better work
than sixteen men who are not trained. !-Ie struck a key-note when he said that,
and that is the truth. General l~oote set about on the Very. principles that the
Chief from New York spoke of. tKe startedhis Department of’ State Patrol
with a school, training the men before they went into service. So the school
trained the men in every branch of the service they would have to perform. They
studied the Criminal Code of Massachusetts, so that every man in that school
before he went out of there had to pass an examination on Criminal Law, going
through also a physical course of training under physical instructors. Those men
were sent out on the highways and byways to protect the tax payers and citizens
of Massachusetts. That is what has been done and is being~ done today. At the
present time we have about 14o men that are scattered all over Massachusetts.
You know how that is. If you had one ounce of butter and tried to butter four
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or five loaves of bread you would not get very far. That is about what we are
doing with our State Patrol. Everybody is calling for protection all over the
State. I refer to the rural communities where they have.no police. If you have
occasion to drive through rural districts on the main traffic lines throughout-the
State and are driving along pretty.-fast, and all of a sudden come to a slow-moving line of motor vehicles, pretty soon you will find a state patrolman going along
and those fellows who have been goin~ 60 miles an hour have reduced down to
about 30 without anything being said to them. The State Patrol are divided into
four Divisions. There is one Division located in Framingham,---Division I.
That was the first division that was organized with a Lieutenant, two Sergeants
and two Corporals. That one division is divided into four sub-divisions. What
is known as patrol stations, with four or five men in each station, in various
parts of that section of the country. Another Division is in Northampton, one
stationed in Cheshire, one in Lee, one in Agawam and probably four or five small
divisions of each large division. Another one down in Middleboro in what
is known as the Cape District. Another one in the middle district not far
from Worcester,--a station there with sub-di~i.sions, there surrounding it. The Commissioner of Public. Safety wanted me to convey this message
to yo.u,--that any time that you need the services of any divisions ot sub-divisions
of the State Police Patrol or any part or any sub-division of any unit of thd Department of Public Safety. For instance, if there is a building being erected in
your jurisdiction that in your opinion is a fire hazard, we have men employed,
officers in the Department of Public Safety, who have authority to stop the construction of such buildings as that. There has been great emphasis put on our
committee about the matter of hazards in th~ erection of buildings, but I can assure you that there is adequate law on the statute books of Massachusetts to prevent the erection of hazardous constructions in Massachusetts if you will only
appeal to the proper authorities for the prevention. Now that authority lies in
the Department of Public Safety. If the chief has not got the power or has
any doubt as to whether he has the power or not, let him write to the Commissioner of Public Safety ~nd he will send an inspector there to inspect that
building and see what the trouble is if there is any trouble. The construction
will be stopped immediately and there will be your remedy. If you have a fire
hazard that is already existing, a building that has been used maybe for years
and the owners neglect to keep it in repair or make such changes as they should
to make that building a safe building to be in your district, under the law you
have the right and remedy if your local authorities are prevented by local influence, no matter what it is. There is, I must say to you, no influence in the State
of Massachusetts, that will stop the Department of Public Safety from doing its
duty. It has been said here that perhaps local influence in the selection of men,
political influence for services rendered has played a part in some departments.
Let me assure you that does not exist in the Department of Public Safety because no man in the whole department owes his position as a matter of political
reward or influence. Every man in our department from
the Commissioner
¯
down to the State patrolman is not obligated in any way shape nor form to any
politician or order in the State of Massachusetts. We are independent of any
influence, the State pays us sufficient wages to live decently on, and we independent, as I say, of any influence so that if there is any problem that confronts us,
if you want to call either for police or for information, every man in our department whether he is a building inspector or .fire inspector or detective, all have
equal police power, we have power to arrest any man who violates any of our laws
and every man in the department has a clear working knowledge of criminal law-.
That I can assure you ought to be a great assistance in the prevention of fire
hazards. Our men are also instructed, of course, it is needless for me to say,
any more about patrolling the streets in the rural parts of the State. We do not
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attempt and will not attempt to do police duty in cities where they have a Police
organization. That is not what we are there for. We are willing, however, to
co-operate. We offer our services and our services are at the disposition of
any Police Department in the State, large or small, but we take a great deal of
pride in helping out the small fellow who has no department of his own. ]But
our men are also trained in the handling of forest fires. Fire wardens all over
the State have supplied these sub-stations and the heads of Division Stations
equipment to fight forest fires, and those men that are doing state patrol duty
on the street, it is part of their dutX and they are instructed to pay special attention to forest fires. If they discover a forest fire and it is within their power to
extinguish it before it gets. to them, it is their duty to go and extinguish it or notify
the proper authorities, and they have a list of those authorities on their person all
the time together with telephone numbers. They have to patrol the vicinity and
assist the fire wardens in extinguishing those fires in the smaller cities, and to
assist the fire department whenever necessary, to prevent interfernce of any kind
with the fire department.
Now, I assure you gentlemen that every effort on the part of the Department of Public Safety will be gratefully rendered to anybody, any Chief of Fire
Department or Chief of Police in the State of Massachusetts who wants aid from
the Department of Public Safety, and as I said before, that takes in every branch
of your department. I trust that in the near future something will show up so
that we can prove that we are ready and willing to do everything in our power
and the Commissioner wishes me to wish this Convention the greatest success
and continued prosperity. (Applause). I forgot to mention for the benefit of
many Chiefs that Inspector Grady of the Department of Public Safety, a member of the Division of Inspection has been detailed by Commissioner Foote to
go from one department to another until he covers every department of the
State to standardize the hose couplings. There are in the State of Massachusetts, or there were, a variety of sizes of hose couplings which made it very difficult sometimes for one department to go to another town or city to assist them
in case of a large conflagration and the D:epartment of Public Safety has been
instructed to go around the whole state until they are all standardized and Commissioner Foote has delegated Inspector Thomas Grady to perform that duty.
Mr. Grady is here and he would like to meet any of the Chiefs of the Fire Departments in the State of Massachusetts who have not standardized their hose
couplings. So that every hose coupling in the State is of one size, so that if
you are called on to go to your neighbor you can take your hose equipment with
you and hook onto his hydrant and render fire service, t-Ie is here attending
this Convention and would like to meet any Chief who wants information. I-Ie
furnishes the equipment to do that, the State pays for it, and all he wants is your
co-operation to standardize your equipment. Anyone who has not got the standardized equipment, Mr. Grady is here and would be pleased to confer w.ith them
and make dates to go there and arrange to standardize their equipment.
PRESIDENT. The Chief has made a very good offer. There are a great
many in the State. This would be a very good opportunity for them to get in
touch with Inspector Grady and get straightened out on that affair.
COMMISSIONER GLYNN. I make the motion that the paper be accepted and his recommendations adopted. I would like to say this. I was very
much interested in one phase of his talk. The matter of asking co-operati0n
from the various chief’s of New England, especially those of Massachusetts,
with the Department of Public Safety as to recognized fire hazards whether
existing today or in the form of new construction. One question that has
bothered me for some years. We take the private property owner and the new
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builder, and complain of violations to the State Fire Marshall and, complain year
after year of violations by the State itself within the City precinicts, and get no
action. State institutions within the confines of ~Boston year after year, and we
are told it costs money to make those safe for the inmates to remove the
obstacles in the way and remedy the defects. I want to get that back to the Department of Public’ Safety as a request from an important ,body of fire fighters
for action along that line. Outside of that I feel that all the recommendations
are worth while.and I move they be accepted.
PRESIDENT. Would the Chief like to make any remarks?
Mr. BLIGH. For the information of the gentleman who asked the question,
I would like to say that there perhaps the Department of Public Safety are
confronted with conditions, perhaps the same as he has. The Chief of a Fire
Department, in case of fire, has the highest authority there is in this Commonwealth of Massachusetts. There is no authority above him. He is supreme, but
in time of peace of course he has his duties and can make these rcommendations.
Now we have the same conditions with us. We will send our inspectors to any
Chief of a Fire Department in the State of Massachusetts who has a hazardous
coridition in his District and the inspector will go there and make an inspection
and figure out at a minimum according to a scientific process, the element of
danger that exists, and then make his-recommendations to the authorities above
him. Now we have attempted in cases such as this gentleman has spoken about to
prescribe in our courts some of those cases and haven’t gone very far. It is beyond us. If we cannot succeed in the prosecution of cases in the courts, it is no
fault of ours. We have gone the distance. As I said before, any Chief who has
conditions that he is doubtful about, we will go to his assistance at once anti
render such aid as is within our power and be glad to do it, but there are limitations on what we can do. I might say in referring to something that was said
here this afternoon, how in our state, a state institution was burned up for the
want of adequate fire protection in the shape of water reservoirs which are
owned by private owners who refused to construct water mains to provide ample
protection. Existing right in Massachusetts, and within probably eight or nine
months probably many of you remember the fire at Bridgewater. That is no
fault of the Fire Chief and no fau-lt of the State, but the fault of our Courts
who refused to issue a writ o5 mandamus when they were requested to do so
to make the owners of that property or water right construct sufficient water
protection. ~But I repeat we are ready to help at any time.
COMMISSIONER GLYNN. Of course we could state many specific instances that would show direct violations of law made by state authorities covering the various institutions where action has been taken against the private individual, but state activities go on and on, violation after violation. We can
recommend from now until doomsday and the state, and this is a direct accusation,--there is only one remedy, and that is the expenditure of money to remedy
the conditions and give proper and adequate protection. Action by the state
officials that are hired within the Department of Public Safety cannot get at the
money and pass upon the appropriations.
PRESIDENT. If there are no Objections Mr. Jordan will have a word to
say on the matter.,
Mr. JORDAN. I just want to say this : I am glad this discussion has come
up. About the so~called Fire Chiefs’ Cabinet or Fire Prevention Committee.
The certain situation this gentleman referred to existed in all sections of the
country. We were unable to do anything on it at all. Then a Chamber of Commerce committee composed of bigmen carefully selected, exactly as Chief Ken143
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10n said, brought to bear their influence on the Legislature and said to them very
plainly that we are in earnest in this matter. The State will have the firgt move,
and you will clean house. It-was through the influence of that Fire Chiefs"
Cabinet or Fire Prevention Committee a group of big business men brought
pressure to bear on the Legislature of the State to .clean house, and up to
that time they had not done anything. I am mighty glad that came up because it
shows just what can be done if there is some one whom we can go to. Some
big bunch of business men. They will be glad to turn around and help. I am
glad Chief Kenlon :spoke about that a while ago. I would be careful in the
selection of those men, and get men whose signature means something and they
will help you on:. correcting just such things as has been referred to.
CHIEF KENLON. It seems to me rather unfortunate my name has gone
into every possible discussion. What is~the State. An optimistic French King
once said,, "I am the State." The State using it collectively indeed.is the people
of the State. I am part of the State. So are you. Now how are you going to
indict yourself ? All the people of the Commonwealth. Why, the way to do that
and the obvious way to do it is to bring pressure to bear upon the Legislature,
the representatives of the people, if you are ever going to get anywhere. We
have the same condition in the state of New York. We went to the State and
called for a survey of th~s~ il~si~i{i~tions, and the result was an appropriation
of fifty million dollars to correct it. Dangerous conditions. The same path is
open to the people of Massachusetts. They have got to go to the Legislature,
certainly invoking whatever influential committees of Chambers of Commerce or
Fire Prevention Committees they can. It is necessary at times to impress members of the Legislature because unfortunately the wards of the State in many instances are neglected, particularly in the matter of proper fire protection. It
is a simple problem. You have got to have force back of it. Go to the Legislature and say "We have got to have this money. Here is a condition, so and so.
It is intolerable. See if you cannot get an appropriation. Of course you can. I
am not decrying the value of help, yet the man that has lO%OOO friends may have
too many. But I say again, pertaining to this, this Chiefs’ Cabinet,mI would be
camious in the selection of my Cabinet. I hav~ an d~cellentcabine~ of 19 deputy
chiefs. (Applause).
COMMISSIONER GLYNN. Wonderful advice from a wonderful man,
but unfortunately this is not New York. This is Massachusetts. Boston happens to be a Democratic city. If a Democrat appeals to a Republican Legislature
for any appropriation, what happens? The question of voting money is absolutely out of order, and we simply have to build organizations of this kind to
create sentiment for tl~e future. We have made an appeal to the Legislature on
fifty five different matters this year and fifty five different matters have been
developed almost to a two-thirds vote, matters pertaining to fire protection, building construction, for the protection of the inmates of institutions, and when it
comes to a show-down, nothing can be done because they tell us it costs money.
That is the story. (Applause).
PRESIDENT. Any further discussion of this matter.
CHIEF SENNOTT, BOSTON FIRE DEPT. I did not know the Fire
Commissioner was in the hall. ~ We put in bills to sprinkler the stables and it
was turned down. The Mayor of Boston put in the bill to sprinkler the stables
and it was voted down. I was requested to go up and. speak for it. I sent two
Chiefs up there. We had a fire in a hospital, We only lost one life. We have
buildings where there are hundreds of people caged up. I am the fellow that is
responsible for the loss of life in those institutions if they havea fire. What
the Fire Commissioner said in regard to those buildings is true. We could not
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get it remedied and those bills were turned down. I lost 32 horses the other
day. The law calls for a run in the end of a stable. T.here was no run in the
end. Another case where the law was disregarded. (Applause).
PRESIDENT. Gentlemen, there is a motion before the house made by
Commissioner Glynn that we place on file the talk given by Chief Bligh. (It was
so voted).
Chief Shepard has asked me to announce that there is going to be a demonstration of a new nozzle, at his headquarters at 5:3° this afternoon. This demonstration to. be given by the American Nozzle Co., Inc.
COMMISSIONER GLYNN. May I ask the members of the New England Fire Chiefs’ Association to a dedication. I am informed over the long distance telephone today that the architect and engineer in charge of our new building that houses the fire alarm signal apparatus will be ready for. dedication on
the first Monday in September. I would love to have every man here, the members of the New England Fire Chiefs’ Association present on that dayl We are
going to dedicate a building that cost one million dollars for the protection of
life and property in that great municipality. I would like to have the men present here that represent the fire fighters of New England with me on that day
and join in that ceremony, t want to have it officially embodied on the records
of this meeting that the City of Boston invites the N. E. Fire Chiefs to be present and fittingly dedicate that great building planned to take care of anything
that might happen along that particular line for the next one hundred years. You
and your friends come as my guests and join in the dedication ceremonies. We
will follow it up with a personal letter. Come and see a real building, see where
money is not placed above human life,--in the City of Boston. (Applause).
PRESIDENT. Gentlemen, what is your pleasure in regard to this invitati on ?
A I~IEMBER. I move that it be accepted:
: ..
~Seconded by several.
A MEMBER. Why not havre a committee appointed to officially reperesent
the association ?
PRESIDENT. It is a general invitation and extended to everybody. All
in favor of the motion manifest it in the usual way.
(It was unanimously voted to accept the invitation).
Chief Sennott will tell us about conditioning men at his school.
CHIEF SENNOTT. I have heard a number of chiefs say, "What about your
fire college and drill school down there ? I want to extend an invitation by’ the request of the Commissioner. He has ordered me to do this. I will tell you a story.
I-Ie says any time you want to send any member of your department to our fire
college or drill school, just write him a line and you have his permission. It will
not cost you anything. We will put the men in a house therei We will put them
on a company for about two weeks. We have seven men in now. If I am out of
town, don’t ask them,---butt in and take hold. They go and observe the workings
of the fire at all times,--go through the drill school in 3o days. In the f:all/
we start the fire college. You are welcome to send any man you want there.
lust drop a line. When we go off to a banquet I will have a story to tell. The
Commissioner is called on first and tells the story and I have nothing to tell.
Here is the story I heard the other day in ’the Copley Plaza, told by a man who
worked in a factory and supposed to have an increase in his {amily,--some of
you may have heard it. I-Ie looked forward to it and it came. Anyway instead
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of having one, three arrived, triplets. His shop mates thought, well, this is a
grand thing, a~d they wanted to do something to honor him. They thought they
would give him a dinner and went to the hotel and made arrangements for the
dinner.
The presiding officer said, "With our compliments we present to you this beautiful loving cup and wish you the best of luck, and more power to you right
along." He took the cup and said, "It is a pretty thing. I don’t know why I
should have it. I would like to take this cup home if you please and show it to
my wife." The presiding officer said, "Take it. Certainly. It is yours. Yours
to keep." "0," says b_e, "t-Iave I to keep this ? .... Yes. Put it in the parlor or
any place you want." "I thought.it was one of those cups that you have to win
three times to keep."
PRESIDENT. We will have another meeting this evening at eight o’clock2
There is not-much to be done outside of our round table talk. It is time we get
together and discussed some thing;, and that will be a good time to do~ it. Every
one of you bring your problems and let us talk about them.
Meeting adjourned at 5 P. M.
CONVENTION RE-CONVENED at 8:25 P. M., WEDNESDAY
PRESIDENT. The first subject tonight will be the address on Oil Burning
Equipment by Prof. John T. Ward of the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
Cambridge, Mass.
PROF. WARD. Recent years has seen the use of oil for domestic heating
undergo tremendous increases. This has come about largely through the desire of home owners for what is aptly termed "automatic heat." Coincident with
the wide use of domestic oil burners, the agencies of fire protection and fire
fighting-have been confronted with new and extensive kinds of fire hazards. The
domestic use of oil fuel has been increased further by the sporadic shortages of
domestic fuels in-some parts of the country, and indirectly by the great demand
for motor fuels, which in its preparation utilizes only a part of the crude~petroleum, leaving other parts available for fuel. The higher combustion efficiency
which may be secured when oil is substituted for’ coal in correctly designed and
Operated equipment has also been a factor in the more extensive use of oil fuel.
In general the greatest impetus to domestic oil heating has been due to the desire
on the part of the home or apartment house owner to generate heat automatically
and with either freedom from care, increased comfort or at a lower labor cost.
The fact that you gentlemen have seen fit for at least two years to discuss, at your
meetings, some phases of the domestic 0il burner problem indicates the importance of ,the subject. Its wide scope and great magnitude is further shown if
one considers that it is no doubt correctly estimated that there are 2,5oo,ooo
homes in the United States which are profitable prospects for oil burner salesmen. There have been installed probably 35o,ooo burners in the past three
years. Those in close touch with this industry estimate that 15o,ooo burners will
be manufactured this year. It is stated that one of the large, oil companies appropriated $5,ooo,ooo with which to develop and market a domestic oil burner and
furthermore has established twenty-six agencies with 35o men to sell and service
their produc.t.
We have perhaps been misled in the past by the tendency to minimize the
future of oil as fuel by the various statements made as to the rapid exhaustion
of our petroleum supplies. It is true that there may not be over 3o-5o years’
supply of petroleum in sight, but much land remains to be drilled and oil
geologists are constantly improving their methods for finding new pools of crude
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oil. Moreover the vast deposits of oil shale will become available and the synthetic production not only of motor fuel, but of heating fuel, does not appear to be
far distant. We need not treat the oil burner problem lightly on the ground that
depletion of our petroleum reserves will lead to an acute, shortage of domestic
fuel oil. As long as we have automobiles--and we do not look for their immediate extinction--we will have the heavier distillates of motor fuel that are
suitable for use as domestic fuel oil.

THE GENERAL PROPERTIES OF DOMESTIC FUEL OIL
Oil fuel for domestic oil burners is derived through the distillation of crude
petroleum. Petroleum consists of a very complex mixture of compounds called
hydrocarbons, composed of carbon and hydrogen, together with small amounts
of other compounds containing in addition oxygen, nitrogen and sulphur.
Domestic fuel oil is sold under various names and it is defined by certain
properties, the importance of which it is necessary for us to appreciate. As
crude petroleum is heated to successively higher temperatures and the vapors
condensed, the products are in order: water, naptha, gasolene, kerosene, gas, oil.,
light fuel oils, heavy fuel oils and lubricating oils. A viscous residue called residium is left behind in the still. Specific Gravity. It is common practice in both
the distillation and marketing of petroleum products to distinguish the various
fractions by their properties, the most widely used one being the specific gravity.
Fuel oil in the United States is sold by volume, i.e., gallon or barrel, and not
by weight; therefore accurate specific gravity measurements are essential. These
are expressed on an arbitrary basis called degrees Baume in the scal~ of which
water is IO. The exact range of the various fractions varies, but tt{e principal
varieties of domestic oil fuel are often listed as f.ollows:
~

Kerosene
42-44 deg. Be. gravity
Kerosene 41-43 deg. Be. graizity
Distillate
38-4o deg. Be. gravity
Distillate
36-38 deg. Be. gravity
Gas Oil
32-36 deg. ]3e. gravity
Fuel Oil
28-32 deg. Be. gravity
Fuel Oil 26-28 deg. Be. gravity
~¥ater
IO deg. Be. gravity
Two varieties very widely, used are the 41-43 Deg. Be. Kerose,~e sold as ’fluenace oil" and the 28-32 Deg. Be. distillate sold as light fuel oil. The latter has the
advantage of (I) lower price, (2) a wider market, (3) a higher gravity and
therefore more ~B. t. u. per gallon, and (4)’ less, fire hazard on ac¢’ount of its lower
flash point. It has the disadvantage in the furnace of being more ,difficult to ignite.
FLASt-IPOINT- The safe storage and handling of oil full depends also on
its tendency to ignite when exposed to flame. The "Flash Point" of an oil is the
temperature at which sufficient vapor is given off under certai/i definite conditions
to form a momentary flash when a small flame is brought near its surface. The
particular shape and type of apparatus and the rate of he~ting the oil must be
prescribed if comparative results are to be obtained. The prin,~ipal types are in use:
i.e., closed cup and. open cup flash point testers. Flash poihts determined in the
open cup apparatus are generally about 5°0 F higher than/in the closed cup. The
exact flash point where an oil is safe to handle has not bech determined. The tenative specifications of the Underwriter’s Laboratory specit~’~s that the oil shall have
a point of not less than IOO° F in the closed cup app.~xatus and the specifications of the Mass. Dept. of Public Safety requires oil teging 115 deg. F. Neither
of these specifications in our opinion at least, is too high,:for safety.
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Fire Point. The fire-point of an oil is the temperature at which the oil
gives off sufficient vapor to burn continuously. This temperature is from 20
deg. FI--50 deg. F. higher than the flash point. The lower the flash point and
fire-points, the easier it is to ignite the oil, but the more hazardous is the oil
when used as a fuel.
Cold Test. Certain types of crude petroleum contain large alr~ounts of
para~n. The cold test is that temperature at which the oil becomes pasty due
to crystallization o.f paraffin. This test is not important in the case of fuel for
domestic burners since even the 28-32 deg. oil flows freely even in our severe
winter climate.
Viscosity. The viscosity of an oil is the measure of its resistance to flow.
This resistance or internal friction changes markedly with the temperature and
is generally measured by determining the time for a given quantity of oil at a
definite temperature to flow through a small orifice. There are several standard
instruments for measuring viscosity such as the Engler, Saybolt and the like.
The viscosity 9f an oil has an important bearing on its tendency to atomize and
hence mix with air during combustion.
Heating Value. The heat units of quantity £f heat developed by unit quantity of oil when burned with oxygen under specified co.nditions in a special
apparatus known as a bomb calorimeter is an import.ant property from the standpoint of the user. It has no, direct bearing on the fire hazard involved in the
use of fuel oil.
~Culphur, Moisture and oCediment. Sulphur forms corrosive gases on burning which may cause serious deterioration of the equipment. Moisture causes
irregular atomization and combustion. Sediment occasions stoppage of oil lines,
frequent cleaning of the screens and is an indirect cause of tampering with a
burner.
Combustion of Fuel Oil. We may consider as has been stated, that oil is
composed of a complex mixture of compounds called hydro-carbons which are
approximately 85% carbon and 15% hydrogen by weight. Other similar compounds containing nitrogen, oxygen and sulphur are als0 present.
If the oil, considered as simple hydro-carbon is heated in the absence of air,
decomposition takes place and we have carbon, usually in the form of soot, and
hydrogen--a gas--as the resulting product. This process is known as cracking.
On the other hand, if the hydro-carbon is heated with air under such conditions that sufficient air is present to combine with all of the carbon and hydrogen
and so that the air and hydro-carbon are intimately mixed, combustion takes
place with great evolution of heat. The carbon forms carbon-dioxide and the
hydrogen forms, water vapor.
Where combustion is very incomplete the flue gases may contain carbon
monoxide as well. If decomposition or cracking occurs alone we get no flame.
Under usual operating conditions an oil burner flame is partly blue and partly
yellow. The latter indicates incandescent carbon particles due to cracking, and
in the combustion of fuel oi! there is generally a race between the processes of
cracking and combustion.
Characteristics of the Con~bustion ProceSs. Combustion in domestic oil
burners is obtained by igniting as intimate a mixture of air and oil as possible
and maintaining it a-bore the ignition point, until combustion is complete. The
process of combustion of oil may be considered as to be made up of steps. The
oil must be either vaporized or it must be broken up into very small droplets,
i.e., atomization. Since each particle of oil must react with air in order to burn,
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the second step involves making as compl’ete and intimate a mixture of the air
and oil as possible. Pre-heating the air aids .vaporization and is an important
aid in securing an intimate mixture. The use of a quantity of air much in excess
of that just required’ to combine with the carbon and hydrogen is also an aid to
combustion, but it may be a very inefficient means since the excess air absorbs
heat which would otherwise be available.
The third step. ~in securing combustion is heating the mixture to a definite
temperature called the ignition point. Due to the large amount of heat given
off by the combustion, the average temperature is usually much above the ignition point. The combustion reactions are very rapid but the speed of the gases
through the fire pot is also. relatively great. It is desired that the combustion
~take place and that the heat be evolved in the combustion chamber. Therefore
the Chamber must have sufficient size and must be maintained at sufficient temperature so fhat the combustion reactions can become complete. Hence the fourth
step in combustion is the maintenance of. high temperatures while the oil is burning. Failure to .do this means that unburned carbon in the form of soot will be .
deposited in the .heater and in the flues and chimney.
Types o!~ Domestic Oil Burners. Domestic oil burners may be broadly classified (1) according to the method of supplying the air for combustion, i.e., natural
draft or mechanica! draft, or (2) according to means of oil supply; i.e., gravity,
carburetor, vacuum, forced feed, and rotary. All combinations of these two
classifications .are possible. In those types where the oil is atomized by pressure,
it is customary to have the air supply delivered by a motor driven fan."
If we keep in mind the essential elementary fac~ that to secure satisfactory
combustion we must have vaporized or finely atomized oil intimately mixed with
sufficient air, and if we remember this degree of mixing is to a great extent dependent on the velocities of the air and oil streams on mixing, we can immediately
understand the difficulty experienced in maintaining satisfactory combustion conditions with natural draft burners. The amount of air drawn in is directly dependent on draft conditions which in turn varies with the amount of heat passing up
the chimney, the direction and velocity of wind, other products of combustion
entering the same chimney, etc. A change in one or more o.f these factors produces
a corresponding change in the quantity of air supplied for combustion. It has lately
been found possible to construct and apply to natural draft burners a draft rezulating device which will eliminatethe greater part of the variation in air supply.
Many of the burners now on the market which depend on natural draft are of
sturdy construction, but I want to make quite clear the point that the use of natural
draft seriously handicaps the manufacturer in building into his burner definite
provision for a satisfactory and correct air-oil ratio.
An oil burner is not as simple for the Ordinary householder to operate as
.he usually believes and bearing in mind the essential characteristics of satisfactory
combustion the fact is clear and definite that safe operation demands that the
controls which make for safety be built into the burner and not left to weather
conditions and-to the~judgment of the owner.
Mechanical Draft Burners. In mechanical draft bflrners the air is suoplied
by a motor driwn fan. The same motor usually operates the oil pump. Not all
burners employing mechanical draft are safe. Latest information from the Underwriters’ Laboratories shows a total of .twenty-one burners accepted as standard
out of several hundred which have come on the market: The use of a positive
method of air Supply does make it p.ossible, however, for the manufacturer to
build into the burner in a mechanical manner the necessary means of supplying
the correct air-oil ratio.
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Gravity Feed Burners. In this burner the oil is fed to the burner by gravity
usually from an auxiliary reservoir. The oil is vaporized, in most cases either
by being heated in a pipe or hollow casting which is in the burner flame, or by
dripping on a plate or dome kept hot by direct contact with the flames. The
regulation of the flame is usually manual and gravity burners customarily operate
on natural draft, The possibilities for trouble in this type of burner are many.
First, when even the lightest oil is passed through a hot tube in order to cause
vaporization there is a certain and definite tendency for cracking to take place
with deposition of both hard carbon and soot. The hard carbon builds up on
the interior of the pipe causing it to plug or to burn out and the soot clogs the
burner tip. Both effects introduce a distinct fire hazard. The degree to which
these effects take place depend on the kind of oil and design of the burner. The
second defect in this type of burner is that comrol of the flame is usually manual,
thereby encouraging the owner to tamper with it. Third, the difficulties in operating with natural draft have been stated in detail. Finally, the combination of
vaporizer troubles, natural draft, manual control and irregular air-oil ratio certainly mitigates against conditions for satisfactory combustion being built into
such burners.
The advantages of the gravity burners are low cost, low possible capacity
and lack of necessity for electric power.
~In considering the pressure type burners we should note that whereas some
of them operate either wholly or partially on natural dr.aft, this group generally
use mechanical draft.
¯
Carburetor Type. In the carburetor type a blast of air from an electrica!lv
driven fan aspirates oil from a carburetor in a similar manner to the mei~h~.’d
of feeding gasoline in an automobile. This type of burner usually requires the
lighter grades of oil 4-44 deg. Be.
Forced Feed Type. The forced feed type of burner depends for its atomization on forcing oil out through a small hole under pressure. The action is similar
to the production of spray in a garden hose. This type of burner usually burns
the heavier oils such as gas oil 32-36 deg. Be. or the 28-32 light fuel oil, but
will operate very well on the lighter oil
The rotary, burner depends for atomization on dropping the oil onto the inner
surface of a revolving hollow cone or at the center o.f a revolving saucer shaped
disc. In the latter type of atomizer the oil i~asses from the pump. through a hollow
shaft to the revolving saucer or cup and when the shaft and attached cup rotates
rapidly, the oil flies out radially in small droplets and is further atomized by an
air blast from the fan. In general the lighter furnace oils are most suitable for
these burners.
One outstanding advantage o.f the pressure type burner especially with mechanical draft, both from the standpoint o.f fire hazard and from the point of
view of efficiency, is that it is possible to build into the burner as an integral part
of its characteristics a definite and positive ratio of oil to air, thereby greatly
-~ntributing to securing as nearly as possible conditions for complete combustion.
This is not always done, but since the relation between air supply and quantity
of oil fed may be mechanically regulated and made positi~ce, the manufacturer may
so construct the burner that cracking, soot deposits, etc., can be made a minimum.
Soot formation.. I believe it is a fact that chimney fires are one of the
greatest hazards due to oil burners. It is also a fact that the second greatest
cause of fire loss results from chimney fires. The general conditions o.f cracking
and incomplete combustion that lead to soot formation have been discussed. It
should be noted, however, that many burners of all types which operate with
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nearly complete combustion when in regular operation will show a smoky flame
momentarily when the fire is on. It is commonly stated that the gases of a
chimney exhausting from an oil burner should show a very faint blue-gray haze.
It is an undeniable fact, however, that where the gases from such a chimney continualty show heavy or black smoke, that the burner is not operating correctly.
The fire hazard here either in the burner or as a source of a chimney fire is
plain and certain. Where such a condition occurs, it certainly seems well within
the province of the members of this group acting both as representatives of the
State Department of Public Safety, and as the man responsible for fire prevention in your community to take such steps as your authority permits to prevent
the operation of such a burner as long as it is in a defective condition. It would
seem that existing laws against maintaining fire hazards would apply directly to
this case .......
Safety Devices. It is not within my province to discuss in great detail all
of the mechanical safety features which are a necessary part of any burner,
since they are for the most part a question of mechanical design..
The tentative specifications issued by the Underwriters’ Laboratories in Chicago, dated Jan. 15, 1925, are quite complete. The Rules and Regulations issued
by the Massachusetts Department of Public Safety al~o specify the most important points, i.e.
1. The oil must have a minimum flash point o.f 115 deg. F. The Underwriters’. Specifications. call for only 100 deg. F. It would certainly appear that
both of these values are very liberal and if anything, should be higher.
2. The type of storage tank and quantity of oil allowed are stated specifically
and adequately.
3. The use o.f burners other than those approved by the Department are
prohibited.
4. Glass gauge glasses for noting oil levels are prohibited.
5. Automatic pressure or temperature regulators are required.
6. The type of piping, joints, etc., is distinctly specified.
7. The use of pilot lights of gases with wider explosive limits than those
ordinarily supplied for domestic use is forbidden.
8. An automatic device for shutting off the oil supply in the case of failure
of the burner to ignite is required.
This device commonly takes the form of a drain system from the combustion chamber to an overflow cup or flat mechanism inter-connected with a valve ’
in the oil supply line. Here again excessive soot formation has been found by
the Underwriters’ tests to, clog the drain tubes and prevent the device from operating. This device should always be so constructed that after it has operated the
burner can not be re-lighted until the collecting cup has been emptied and replaced..
Instcdlation. F~inally, the Department rules provide that the installation of
the burner be carried out acco.rding to approved standards. It must be realized
that no matter how well constructed the burner may be, that if it is installed in
a careless or incompetent manner that it presents a serious hazard. Not only
must the mechanism be correctly mounted and adjusted, but the condition of the
flues and chimney must be made safe. The construction around the furnace must
be made to conform to the requirements. In my opinion the adequacy of the
mechanical features of the burners may be safely left to the excellent and competent hands of the Underwriters.’ Laboratory and the Department of Public
Safety, but that a rigid system of inspection of burners after installation and
adjustment should be undertaken by the Fire Departments.
Moreover, it must be realized that an oil burner is a mechanical device, and
as such is subject to the troubj.es, depreciation and wear which accompany inter163
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mittent use. Whether inspection of burners after installation and adjustment
should be made by your respective departments, and whether an inspection of
burners each fall after they have been placed in operation should be required is
certainly an important matter for discussion. It is, however, pertinent to point
out that the law holds a man responsible for operating an automobile with defective brakes. The operation of a defective oil burner is certainly a potential
hazard to life and property.
Ignition ~Devices. Since pressure or mechanical draft oil burners, in the
production of heat, operate intermittently, the device which ignites the oil-air
mixture MUST act without fail. These devices are of several varieties. The
gas flame pilot light, which is. constantly kept burning is most common and I
believe most certain to cause ignition. Some burners use an electric spark either
supplied by a magneto or from a spark coil. A gas pilot ignited by a spark and
then extinguished when the oil fire starts is a third method.

Whatever the means of ignition, it should be so constructed that it has the
least possible chance of failing to. ignite the oil-air mixture. It is not difficult
to picture what happens if a flow of oil and air starts and is not ignited. If
the furnace is cold, some of the oil-air vapor is carried up the chimney as a
highly explosive mixture. Some of the oil separates out and collects in ’-he
furnace bottom or combustion chamber. In some types of approved burners this
oil is led back to a safety drip pan which should stop the motor and oil flow
as soon as a giver~ quantity of oil has collected. In other burners the fl0w of
oil is intended to cease in a few seconds if not ignited.
If .the furnace is hot when the air-oil mixture is blown in and is not ignited
the bulk of the mixture goes up the chimney, very probably as an explosive
mixture. If for any reason ignition, by hot soot or other means takes place an
explosion results. This latter set of conditions resulted last winter, in a case
not in Massachusetts, that we investigated. No continuous fire resulted, but the
wooden ceiling six feet above the furnace door was badly charred, ten metal
caps in openings in the chimney were blown out, and several occupants of the
house were in_lured. The fire hazard from such a condition need not be emphasized.
It would be unfair to domestic oil burners now i’n use which employ electric
ignition and it would be inaccurate, in view of operating records of some of them,
to over-emphasize what I believe to be a fire hazard in electric ignition devices.
However, a spark gap in a combustion chamber is prone to. carbonize, especially
if the burner is subject to constant starting and stopping, where even with the
best of adjustments, some cracking or incomplete combustion of the oil and soot
formation is certain to occur. A burner with electric ignition may operate on
41-43 deg. Be. furnace oil with safety, but there is no. guarantee that the owner
will not change to the use of the 28-32 deg. Be. oil with probable serious plug
carbonization troubles. This possibility is a very real one and can usually result
only in failure to ignite with its resulting hazard.
Necessity for c~ Fire Extinguisl, er. The Department rules provide that A
box of sand be provided near the burner in case of fire. Statistics are not
readily available comparing the efficacy of sand as against foam in putting out
oil fires. The capabilities of the person who discovered an oil fire in a dwelling
is largely a determining factor in the effectiveness with which any fire fighting
device would be used. The expense of a foam-type of extinguisher is quoted
against requiring them. In the case of a low p.riced burner it would seem that
any reasonable expense for a protective appliance was justified. Where the more
expensive mechanical draft forced feed burners are installed the greater quantity
of oil flowing per minute with its increased hazard would appear to require that
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type of extinguisher that experience has shown to be most effective. It certainly
appears that a foam type extinguisher should be required as a part of an oil
burner installation.
PRESIDENT: We have heard a good deal about oil burners. Have you
any comments to make or questions to ask ?

CHIEF HILL- I am running into cases every day where there has been
no application made for the installation. There have been no permits granted.
-Isn’t there some way that we could have the oil companies give the heads of
fire departments a list of their customers so that we might check up on these
people ? It seems to me as you go around, especially in a town like mine, with
the number of burners going in that there should be a check somewhere. ~I
had a cas~ a while ago where gas~lene was put into a fuel oil tank.. As a-rule
I think all outside tanks should be plainly marked; but they are not. The point
I want to get to mostly is that the oil concerns give the chiefs of fife departments a list of their customers, then we could check up and find out who had
oil burners and whether they had proper permits.
PRESIDENT: Anybody at all answer Chief Hill’s question?
PROF. WARD: I do not think the oil burner companies ought to be permitted to sell a burner or deliver it until a permit is granted for its installation.
Ifi my opinion an oil burner company should not be permitted to deliver a burner
until a permit has been granted
: CHIEF DALEY" We are not allowed to. furnish a permit until inspection
has been made of the burner to see whether it complied with the state regulations or not. Mr. Ward said it would not be a difficult proposition to-have men
go to a school. I would like to know where that school is.
MR. WARD: You could send your men to three or four service station
schools of oil burner companies, and make arrangements with some of the people
that are competent to discuss oil problems and go over oil burner installations
with them.
CHIEF DALEY: I am afraid the men might get married to some certain
burner.
MR. X~ZARD" The only answer to that is that in Technology there is a
course ruia every summer for gas men around New England,--runs {or two or
three weeks, in which they are instructed on the operation of gas appliances,
th~ principles under which they are built, and if there was a call for a training
along oil burner lines, very likely something like that could be put in that would
take firemen and give them two or three weeks’ training on burners. No doubt
the manufacturers would send in to the Institute models of their burners. In
the great laboratory there are all sorts of gas house heating furnaces. These
fellows are given that two or three weeks schooling. That sort of training for
firemen I don’t say that Boston University would do or Harvard. They would
go a long ways towards it if there was a demand for it.
CHIEF DALEY: I believe that is a splendid proposition that we would be
glad to accept.
CHIEF KENNEDY: One other point I want to get clear on. Do I understand the Professor right when he says black smoke indicates improper combustion ?
MR. WARD" Yes, sir. There is a chimney in the vicinity o.f my house
that shows black smoke right after the fire starts. It will not last fifteen minutes
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unless the owner is down cellar regulating it. In a correctly operating burner the
black smoke will not last more than a minute if you are getting correct combustion. It may be slow in its action or that fifteen minutes may be when the
furnace and chimney are cold,, but ordinarily that would not be the case. In
other words, when he was starting it up. he might get black smoke for five or
ten minutes, changing from black to brown and then to a thin, blue gray haze.
There is generally a ~little hole in the roof of the boiler room. In addition to
looking at his fire in the fire box he notices a thin, blue gray haze. If he gets
black smoke for fifteen minutes he is getting pretty poor combustion.
CHIEF MORRIS : I have not time now to answer Chief Hill satisfactorily,
but probably I might be able to throw a little light on the subject. The regulations of the Fire Marshall’s office provide that each installation must have a permit on domestic oil heaters, and I might just recite our experience. We have
had considerable trouble in the past in making the different companies comply
with this regulation, but at the present time they do, except in a few cases
where some man placed advertisement in one of the magazines, some mail order
house, may order two or three" heaters to ~pay the expenses of his own heater
and he will install them unbeknown to us; but the real big companies always
come in and make their application. There are cards provided by the state for
that purpose and we supervise installation of every domestic heater. If you
get a list of those, the only ones that you have then are what you might call
those that are on the black list. It is just the same as everything else. We.
are always going to have that evil. I saw one heater installed in a small house.
They were not getting combustion and the chimney was filled with carbon. They
took an air fan and put it down in front of the fire box to create a draft. We
went there, early in the morning and as the speaker says, the house was filled
with smoke. At the present time the only evil I see is, just as the speaker said,
a lack of inspection, and in a city that has not a full quota of men, and I do. not
believe there are many from 100,00’0 down that have, it is hard to keep up with
your garages and oil heaters and everything else that you have got, and as far
as instruction is concerned, there is a man named Mr. Stutzel of the Department
of Public Safety who has given us very valuable information on oil heaters. He
is a hard man to get, but if you do get him he is a very instructive man and has
been very, very obliging to us in a good many instances. At the present time
most cities have not got the full complement of men, but we have gone into
another matter which will cover this oil heating proposition and that is inspection through the Chambers of Commerce.
Another matter for a Fire -Chief’s Cabinet,--what to do on fire waste. We
have instituted fire inspection forces, have only three inspectors, and supervisors
and have had some very good results and possibly as we .~o along may be able
to re-inspect what we have always inspected. This matter of a blueprint I
think is a very, very good thing to discuss. I have only insisted that we will
not get right or the right results until we have a blueprint furnished ~vith each
installation. Some installations of the same burner are different from others.
As the speaker said, some inefficient men might install that heater, but if there
was a blueprint we could come back at that blueprint on any mistake and know
where the trouble lies. I think it is important that that blueprint should be .
hanging up with the permit for that heater. We have discussed it before and
never got any results.
TREASURER: I might add a few ~vords to ~vhat Chief Morris said.
My town has a population of about 26,000 people and only has 90 domestic
burners including three or four factory installations. They are using the heavy
oil. In the first stages of it, we found that they were putting them in without
a permit. Our people had to be educated that it was necessary to have a permit.
As Chief Morris says, we have regulations on it in Massachusetts; when you
t71
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leave a permit, you are supposed to leave a copy of the laws and regulations on
domestic burners. When I found that there were two or three coming in that
I had no application for, I took it up with the companies and found that we
had no more trouble thereafter. I found it was also. necessary to circularize
the town, and we did considerable of that, and found that we had absolutely no
trouble. Everybody is getting the permit. I never recognized the application
from the companies ~nless it was signed by the owner. With each one of them
I have a printed card with inst~cuctions telling them how the oil fires have been
caused and the result of oil fires, and take that from a report given by Chief
Caulfield of the ~Boston Department at our Boston Convention, and used his remarks as to the cause of fires, the principal one was soot in the chimneys. That
is the first thing that I do, is to see that the heater is thoroughly cleaned, and
the chimney thoroughly cleaned out. We have found that the greatest number
of fires are caused by soot in the chimney. I leave this card and it says., "Insist
on regular inspection that was promised you by the company that installed this
burner." We found that after they installed the burner and everything was
working nicely for three or four months, they would forget to come back unless
there was some trouble. Our principal trouble in my town has been with probably the best burner on the market, one operated electrically and we have had
trouble three times with this particular burner in a bank building until they
finally removed the .burner and installed another one and we had no more trouble.
We have had trouble with two or three gravity flow burners. In one instance
we had a call to a beautiful residence where a fellow’ had this higher type of
burner. The fire department sent a company up there and found the oil flowing
all over the cellar. I had some talk with him and he said "That happened before
and we took care of it ourselves." It is one of those that lights automatically
by electricity. The oil had flooded the burner and continued to, flow into the
base of the heater. The heater was not set.nice and tight with cement jacketed
to the floor. The fire was extinguished with about two squirts of foam type
of extinguisher. I advised the man to put one in. His answer was, "Well, we
will never have another fire; if we do, we will buy one." On the whole, I will
say that we are pretty successful that way. I believe our success is due to
our o.wn follow-up. Every burner is inspected by a member of the fire department.
Not only indexing all the persons who originally got the license, "but by street
numbers so that if the property has changed hands we can go through and find
the new man and the new conditions. With the cheaper type of burner we find
trouble from experimenting with them. I know this is so. We experiment with
our carburetor to. get more mileage. Likewise, he is trying to see how little oil
he can burn and how much more heat he can get. I think if Chief Hill finds
some company that is installing a burner without a permit and are repeating it,
I would not allow them to. repeat it. I would get to them the first time and you
will have no more trouble.
PRESID:ENT : Any further remarks on the oil question, gentlemen ? Everybody seems to be kicking on it. If they are in use two or three years we will
have a lot of trouble from them. In a body like this, where we only meet once
a year there is not much chance that we will do anything unless we get a committee working in between the Convention meetings.
CHIEF DALE-Y: I fully agree with Mr. Ward in one respect, I think
the State is too liberal in allowing 275 gals. of oil to be placed in the cellar on
a gravity flow burner. _Any Chief realizes that if anything happens to that burner,
we have got to contend with that oil. I believe oil burners should have an outside tank.
MR. WARD: There is just one point. The State rules also require an
automatic shut-o~ valve. I would like to emphasize the President’s remarks on
the advisability of a Committee being appointed to bring before this Convention
next year modifications of the rules to. minimize the fire hazards in these burners.
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CHIEF VEIT OF STAMFORD: I have had several fires caused by faulty
installation,--one a very serious ~re. We adopted rules and regulations covering
the installation of those burners and since that time have had very good results.
Don’t allow anything to burn from the bottom ; everything must be taken out from
the top.. No gravity whatsoever. An auxiliary tank of about 50 gals. to be
allowed in the cellar. If every town and city adopted rules and regulations it
would be a good idea. Also, tell them about the concrete bases under each tank
outside so. as not to allow the~ to settle. The oil must be pumped by hand from
this tank to the auxiliary tank, which will give them a supply for twenty-four
hours.
CHIEF MAHONEY OF PEABOD,Y: I move a committee of five be appointed to study this whole question for the coming year and report back to
the next convention.
Motion seconded by several. (It was so ordere~.)
CHIEF DALEY: I move a vote of thanks be given to Prof. Ward.
Motion seconded by several. (It was so voted.)
REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS OF UTILIZING
AUTOMATIC SPRINKLER SYSTEMS AS FIRE
DEPARTMENT AUXILIARIES.
CHIEF DALEY :
At the Second Annual Meeting held in Boston, June 24-26, 1924, the following resolution was adopted:
WHEREAS, The annual waste of property by fire in the United States
imposes a serious economic drain on the created wealth of this country, and
WHEREAS, Organized fire departments are responsible for the preservation from fire of a great proportion of this wealth; and this responsibility o.f fire
departments is increased by conditions which breed conflagations, conditions that
can be modified; and
WHEREAS, The automatic sprinkler is an agent for fire control of proved
worth and one which, if more genetally used, would decrease the dangers of
conflagation, lessen the responsibility of fire departments and constitute a most
valuable auxiliary in the public fire .defense; therefore
BE IT RESOLVED, That the New England Association of Fire Chiefs
regards the automatic sprinkler as an important means of controlling conflagation conditions in cities and modifying responsibilities of fire departments, also
as a most valuable auxiliary in fire department operations; and
RESOLVED FURTHER, By the New England Association of Fire Chiefs
that its President be and is hereby authorized to appoint a special committee to
investigate ways and means whereby automatic sprinkler systems may be used
to best advantage by fire departments as fire defense auxiliaries;
Said Committee to report recommendations at the next annual meeting of
this Association.
Resolution adopted and the following committee appointed:
Chief Daley of Brockton; Chief Stanton of Norwich; Chief French of Manchester, N. H.
In pursuance of the p.rovisions in the foregoing resolution the Committee
appointed submits the following report :
The automatic sprinkler system may be regarded as a highly effi’cient method
of getting water on fires where needed most, therefore should be regarded as a
parficularly important fire department auxiliary.
¯ Whe~,e necessaw or desirable to supplement the private water supply to
a sprinkler system by pumping into the system with fire department apparatus
draughting ~rom~a public water supply or other sources, or by directly connecting
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to a high-service water supply system, this is done through the fire department
connection with which most standard automatic sprinkler systems are equipped.
There, it is absolutely essential that the threading of the fire department connection should be the same as that of the local fire department, which, of course,
should be "National Standard."
Fire department connections of sprinkler systems are intended for use and
should be used. In responding to an alarm from a Sprinklered building the first
line in should be backed up by connection to the fire department connection, for
it is possible that a sprinkler system may be shut off from its water supply.
Pressure should be pumped up in hose coupled to fire department connection
and maintained until fire is absolutely under control,, for when water is pumped
into a sprinkler system it would be discharged by the sprinklers more efficiently
than from hose and in a lesser quantity.
In general a sprinkler system should not be shut off until the fire is definiteiy
known to be under absolute control. Too. many chances have been taken in too
quickly shutting off sprinkler systems and many disastrous results have been
occasioned by doing this.
A sprinkler system should not be shut off except by the order of the officer
in command, when the fire department is called, and when not called and the
shut-off is done by the occupant of a building, the fire department should be
notified promptly.
And when the shut-off valve in a sprinkler system is closed after a fire
the drain valve should be immediately opened.
When water is shut off by order of fire department, whoever is ordered to
do it should remain at valve until the sprinkler system is restored to service and
water turned on, so as to be ready to open valve in case of emergency.
It should be generally re@red after a fire in a sprinklered building that
fused sprinklers should be replaced by new ones, water turned on and the sprinkler
system made ready for another fire before the fire department leaves the premises.
The restoring to service of a sprinkler system should be done by the fire
department or under the direction of the commanding officer where competent
cooperation is available, such as from a salvage corps or fire patrol.
Fire departments should require the maintenance of adequate supplies of
extra automatic sprinklers for replacement purposes in all sprinkled buildings
and should see that this is done in connection with property inspections.
A practical knowledge of sprinkler systems should be required of all chief
officers and captains, lieutenants, and senior company men, in their respective
districts, by all fire departments.
A regular system of inspections of sprinklered properties, preferably on a
monthly basis, should be maintained by all fire departments.
~There should be a carefully kept record of the names of all sprinklered
properties within their jurisdictions in the headquarters of all fire departments.
The condition Of sprinkler systems, whether they are in service or not, and
if not why not, should be known by fire departments at all times. Therefore
it should, be required that whenever a sprinkler system is to be shut off for any
reason the fire department be notified. This may be done by notifying the commanding officer of the company in whose district the sprinklered property is
located. The notification and time of receipt should be entered in the company
iournal, as also should be the report of the restoration to service of a sprinkler
system.
And when the sprinkler system in an industrial plant without a watchman
is to be out of commission over night the property.-owner or occupant should be
urged to have a special watchman patrol the premises.
179

ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CI-IIEFS

AUTO WIND SHIELD
GARAGE
UNIVERSITY ROAD
CAMBRIDGE
MASS.
Automobile Accessories at

TECHNOLOGY GARAGE
47 Windsor St.

C~mbrldge,~ Mass.

H. M. SAWYER ~ SON
Established 1840
Incorporated 1895
Man-ufac~urers of

WATERPROOF CLOTHING and
SNUGGER KNIT GOODS
Slickers, Hats, Clothing & Fabrics
Snugger Jackets and Vests
Second and Thorndike Streets
East Cambridge, Mass., U.S.A.
Telephone: University 6024, 6025
Sketches Furnished Upon Request
Reproduction a Specialty
I. KAPLAN, President and Treasurer

KAPLAN FURNITURE CO.
INCORPORATED

Manufacturers of

First Class Service Guaranteed

COLONIAL FURNITURE
Office and Factory 80 State Street
CAMBRIDGE, MASS.

CADILLAC LIMOUSINES FOR HIRE

ALLAN GARAGE
--Open Day and Night--

AUTOMOBILE REPLACEMENT
PARTS ~ ACCESSORIES

3 & 5 ALLAN ST. (Porter Sq.)
NO. CAMBRIDGE

360 Prospect Street
Cambridge
Massachusetts

HARVARD, AUTOMOBILE
COMPANY
"LIVE SERVICE"

Lincoln

NEW ENGLAND AUTO and
TIRE EXCHANGE

George D. Pike, President
J. R. Stuart, Jr., Vice Pres. & Treas.

Boston Blacking Co.

Fordson

CARS.-TRUCKS--TRACTORS
1230-36-38 Massachusetts Ave.
Cambridge~ Mass.

East Cambridge, Mass.

Established 1864

The Elm Garage

BROADWAY IRON
FOUNDRY CO.

--Open Day .and Night--

IRON AND BRASS FOUNDERS
AND MACHINISTS
74 to 94 Broadway
Cambridge

284 BROADWAY
CAMBRIDGE

Mass.
180

NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS

. A record of fires controlled by automatic sprinklers should be kept by fire
departments as carefully as possible and the cooperation of. property owners
and occupants requested in reporting occurrences of this sort.
Fire department .connections to au.tomatic sprinkler systems should.be maintained in proper condition by fire departments.
On every building where there is connected with the sprinkler system an
alarm bell or gong there should be located closely to same, and affixed to the wall
of the building, the standard notification sign recommended by the National Fire
Protection Association, worded as follows: "Sprinkler Fire Alarm--when bell
rings call the Fire Department."
Hand hos~ on sprinkler systems has been found by fire departments to be
a nuisance. Therefore every effort should be made to prevent such attachments
being made and to obtain the removal of them where now in service. Standard
portable fire extinguishers may be used to better advantage as first aid equipment
than hand hose on sprinkler systems.
Concerns constructing automatic sprinkler systems should be prevailed upon
to cooperate closely with the Fire Departments in whose jurisdiction they do work,
to the end that fire department members may be detailed to receive information
and instruction necessary to a proper understanding of any sprinkler system and
its maintenance.
Before concluding this report the committee feels strongly moved to urge
fire departments to do everything within their power to encourage the application
of automatic sprinklers to schools and colleges, asylums, hospitals and aI1 other
institutions of education and mercy where human life may be in peril because of
the hazard of fire.
What the committee has submitted in this first report may be considered as
being the fundamentals of ways and means whereby automatic sprinkler systems
may be used to the best advantage as fire department auxiliaries. The committee’s
assignment is very broad and may not be covered in one report. In fact the
subject is of such an important nature that the" members feel warranted in
recommending that this committee be established as a standing committee.
Respectfully submitted,
WILLIAM F. D~ALEY, Chief, Brockton, Mass., Chairman
HOWARD L. STANTON, Chief, Norwich, Conn.
CHARLES I-t. FRENCH, Chief, Manchester, N. H.
CHIEF DALEY: I think that that should read "Notify the Fire Department." There may be municipalities where they may depend on the Police, but
when a person notifies the Police Department it means a relayed message to
the Fire Department, and they might send a detail out to see what had happened.
I think myself that that should be changed and made to read "Fire Department."
A relayed message means delay and we all know what delay means in a fire.
In this connection, gentlemen, I might say that there is a movement on foot
to equip the automatic sprinklers with the city fire alarm. I believe now in
Massachusetts we have one system whereby a close circuit connected with the
automatic sprinkler system is connected with the city .circuit of a fire alarm
box. In case of an automatic sprinkler head letting go we immediately receive
the alarm in a fire station. The committee felt as though this committee should
remain and make further reports as progress has been made on automatic sprinkler
systems.
PRESIDENT: What is your pleasure?
CHIEF WELLS" Moved it be accepted and placed on file and the committee continued.
TREASURER: I arise to second the motion. I am going to take the
suggestion of Chief Daley. I agree with him that there is only one department
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to notify when Sprinkler system goes o~f. Chief Wells will you make the motion
read that the word "Police" be stricken out?
CHIEF WELLS : I will.
CHIEF MORRIS: On the question of notifying the police instead of the
Fire Department, a few weeks ago there was a fatal automobile accident on a
certain road in IViassachusetts. They notified the police department; the car
had got at~re and the occupants got burned. Here is a very good reason that
it should be the Fire Department instead of the Police Department. They rang
the Police Station, which was joined to the Fire Station. The Chief of the Fire
Department heard that bell continuously ringing for 15 or 20 minutes,--nobody
in the Police Station. He at last got the key and opened the Police Station doo.r,
went in and answered the telephone and found out two automobiles were on fire.
The paper said it took the Fire Department one half hour to respond. The reason,
--they didn’t know. On a sprinkler system if the same thing happened in that
town, the Fire Department would never know it. I have a witness, Mr. Daniel
Marshall, who can verify the truth of that. It was not our town of course.
MR. MARSHALL: I do not know as I ought to. say anything. That was
an accident that happened on the Asylum Road. It was when two automobiles
came together. The Chief of P’olice happened to be standing out on the street
and did not take enough notice to go in and answer the telephone when he first
heard it. If they had called up the Fire Station they might have saved two lives.,
PRESIDENT: There is a motion made and seconded, that this report of
the committee be approved, that it be amended to read "Notify the Fire Department," and this Committee be allowed to continue as the Committee on Sprinklers.
All in favor manifest it in the usual manner. (It was so voted.)
CHIEF DALETY : Mr. Chairman, I want to say the Committee stands ready
to accept any suggestions from any member of this organization whereby we
can carry on the work of the committee that has been appointed. Kindly understand this committee was appointed one year ago and I am going to ask you
to notice that I put emphasis on having all public institutions and houses of mercy
equipped with regular systems. Since that time I think Boston had one occasion
where the Fire Department was criticised. I can safely say throughout the
State of Massachusetts, and I do not doubt that this is true of every state in
New England whereby we find the most of the institutions where they house
the insane and those physically unable to take care of themselves, and our school
children in most dangerous buildings. In the case of hospitals and insane institutions, they are on the outskirts and in many cases in suburban towns where there
has been what you might term a conflict of fire departments. I think that this
Convention should go on record in favor of the sprinklers in such places, because
we are go.inK to have more of these disasters.
CHIEF HILL: I would like to state,--I hear Chief Daley talking about~
hospitals. I have a number of buildings, 32~that are not sprinkled. Part of
the Massachusetts General Hospital; but all those buildings have been equipped
with standpipe system with hose on each floor. In my opinion that is not enough.
It is hard work to convince the o~cials that they are not safely protected with
standpipe systems. In a good many cases the windows are even barred. Subways running from one building to another, and if one o.f them should get on
fire in good shape the. nurses would not stop to take down the hose of standpipe
system and turn on any water to try to put it out. If they got an insane patient
down through the run-ways it is a question if they wouldn’t some of them go
back and be burned up. I would like .to ask Chief Daley if in his opinion a
sprinkler system on every floor of those buildings would be advisable, that is with
the expenditure of money. What I am getting at, with the Massachusetts General
Hospital, do you think they would spend the amount of money necessary to
put sprinkler systems into those buildings ?
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CHIEF DALE’f: I might say that is a question of finances. I do say
this, the State of Massachusetts is not out for an inspection through the Public
Safety Department. There has never been a report made on it. The whole
State of Massachusetts would be up in arms if a report had been given. The
~loss of the Normal School at Bridgewater was suffcient to start them up. a bit.
I believe the Governor did appoint a committee to go out and inspect all state
institutions with the idea. of sprinklering .those institutions and making a report.
I do say this,--that we should go on record today. I do not know how we can
voice our expressions in any more forcible terms than by taking the stand and
telling the public what possibilities can happen in these state institutions and not
have it go back to the individual and ~ay he was at fault. The Boston department was criticised when only one life was lost. We again point to the fact that
our Convention in 1925 adopted resolutions recommending that sprinkler systems
be placed in all institutions.
CHIEF MAHONE.Y: I am in favor of sprinkler systems and that a copy
of these resolutions to be forwarded to the Department of Public Safety and
to the Governor of this State. I make that as a motion.
PRESIDENT: This is a New England Convention.
CHIEF MAH[ONEY: Well, let that cover all states represented at this
convention.
PRESIDENT: ’Is that motion seconded ?
CHIEF WELLS : I second that motion.
CHIEF MORRIS" I do not @hink that goes far enough, because you have
got school houses, and hospitals in about every city which are not owned by the
state or by the cities, but by private corporations, church societies, etc. Then
you have got mercantile buildings. I am thinking o.f a sad experience only a
week ago where if sprinklers were installed they would not have had any fire
to speak of, with loss of pretty near $100,000. We are preparing an ordinance
to provide for taking care of school houses and all public buildings, institutions,
mercantild establishments where in the judgment of the Chief he thinks sprinklers
are necessary. That is the reason I don’t think this sprinkler idea is going far
enough on state institutions. Any city or town which has large buildings, we will
say manufacturing buildings, know they are good. Why not extend it ?
CHIEF DALEY reads .that part of the report recommending installation
of sprinklers.
CHIEF HILL. : May I ask that theatres be included ?
CHIEF DALEY: It was simply put in fo~ the protection of those who
are not in a position to really help themselves. We all know that school children
are not. It resolves itself to the human element. The same thing is true in
a hospital. The public depend on female nurses. It is true of insane asylums.
It was not intended for theatres or public places of assembly, because we feel
State supervision of exits and regulations would make those places safe.
PRESIDENT: There is a motion made and seconded before the house.
That the body go on record that all public buildings be equipped with sprinklers,
buildings mentioned by the Committee, and that the public officials in the different
states be notified of the same. (It was so voted.)
CHIEF DAHILL: I was going to make the suggestion in connection with
automatic sprinklers with the city fire alarms. We have installed in our city a
box in the same manner described by Chief Daley. That was the first installation made up to one and one half years ago and the use of a hand pump to pump
up the pressure in the sprinkler line, greater pressure than the water supply.
In that way they eliminated surging or danger of false alarms, surging in the p~pe
or water hazard. Since then we have perfected arrangements whereby we attach
what we call a restrictive by-pass relief valve to the sprinkler supply, and {or
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the valve no care or maintenance is necessary. Where we pump up by hand the
gauge shows a higher pressure than the city pressure, but by .the installation of
one of these restrictive by-pass relief valves you have something ~that will always
function. We have installed since that time eight of those boxes in stores,
department stores, and other buildings and we have yet to have a false alarm.
I recommend this to your notice for this reason. We had one case where we
urged the owner to put one in, and he said he would not stand the expense,
some $200 or $300.~ But a week afterwards he had a rubbish fire. A policeman
discovered water coming down and there was a water damage of $20,000. It
could be avoided. They should simply install a device of that kind. Some buildings maintain a service through the fire alarm station headquarters by means of
an automatic drop. The operator will send a piece of apparatus down there.
They have to pay $75 to $100 a year for the maintenance of that service. If
they install a fire alarm box and put in one of o,ur restrictive by-pass relief valves,
their troubles are at an end and there is no further annual cost. I look forward
in our city to a large increase in those institutions. I have written to George Booth
of the .National Board and he is deeply interested in them. Mr. Caldwell has
sent out circulars to the field agents of the National Board to have them uni~rersally recommended and I hope to see the.device universally adopted.
MR. JOHN ASHMEAD: At the convention of the Eastern Association of
Fire Alarm Superintendents the topic of sprinkler connections was brought up
for discussion. They now have this matter under consideration with Mr. MacDonald of Brockton, Mass., to find out what he said, and before any action is
taken by any one in this Association, the Superintendents of Fire Alarms should
be consulted so that the reliability of the municipal fire alarm circuits would
not be affected.
PRESIDENT: The Secretary will see that that is brought to the attention
of the Committee. In connection with our very fine paper this afternoon from
Mr. Jordan on Co-operation between Fire Departments and Water Departments,
he has a resolution which he would like to read to the body and seeks their approval of it. If there is no objection, I am going to let Mr. Jordan read that
resolution to the body and you can do as you see fit.
MR. JORDAN :
Members of the New England Association of Fire Chiefs.
Gentlemen: For the past several months the members of the Joint Fire Prevention Committee, representing the American Water Works Association, the
International Association of Fire Engineers and the National Fire Protection Association have given much thought to the preparation of a program and. plan
of action to reduce the fire waste of our country.
The tentative program so prepared has been submitted to the American Water
Works Association and the National Fire Protection Association, and has received the unanimous approval of those organizations.
It is .now submitted to the New England Association of Fire Chiefs with
the hope that it will receive the approval of this Association. It will be presented
to the Convention of the International Association of Fire Engineers in Louisville September 29th, and if it merits the approval of that organization steps will
then be taken to put it into effect throughout the country.
Chief George L. Johnson, a member of yo.ur organization, is a member of
the Joint Fire Prevention Committee and has been invited to make some comments on the report following its presentation.
UNITE FOR FIRE PROTECTION.
Three Big National Organizations. Join Hands In Campaign to Reduce Nation’s ~
Fire Waste.
The American Water Works Association has consummated the plan orig189
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inated at the annual convention of the water works body in New York last May
of creating a joint ~ommittee composed of five members each of the American
Water Works Association, the International Association of Fire Engineers and
the National ,Fire Protection Association with the object of working together and
with all other interested organizations to reduce the fire waste of the nation which
last year aggregated more than $500,000,000.
The representatives of the co-operative organizations are as follows:
Representing International Association of Fire Engineers.
Sherwood Brockwell, Ex-Chief, Raleigh, N. C., Fire Dept.
George L. Johnson, Chief, Waltham, Mass., Fire Dept.
J. J. O’Brien, Chief, Indianapolis Fire Dept.
R. J. Scott, Chief, Los Angeles Fire Dept.
J. W. Stevens, Chief Inspector, National Board of Fire Underwriters, San
Francisco, Calif.
Repr~senti~9 Arr~ericc~n I/Vater V/orks Association.
A. W. Cuddeback, V.P. Passaic Consolidated Water Co., Passaic, N. J.
J. E. Gibson, Gen. Mgr. Water Dept., Charleston, N. C.
Nicholas S. Hill, Jr., Consulting Engineer, Chairman Fire Prevention Division, A.W.W.A., New York.
Harry F. Huy, Gen. Mgr., Western New York Water Co., Buffalo, N. Y.
F. C. Jordan, Secretary, Indianapolis Water Co.
Representing National Fire Protection Association.
Geo. W. Booth, New York, Chief Engineer, National Board of Fire Underwriters.
H. A. Burnham, Boston, Engineer, Associated Factory Mutual Fire Insurance Comphnies.
H. L. Miner, Fire Protection Engineer, de Pont Company, Wilmington, Del.
Franklin H. Wentworth, Boston, Secretary, National Fire Protection Association.
Sidney J. Williams, Chicago., Director, Public Safety Division, National
Safety Council.
The Officers of the Joint Fire Prevention Committee are:
Frank C. Jordan, Chairman.
J. W. Stevens, Vice Chairman.
Franklin I-I. Wentworth, Secretary.
The program of the joint committee contemplates beside the establishment
of closer relations between city Fire and Water departments, a study in each
large American city of the local fire hazards, the building code, the fire prevention ordinances and the fire fighting facilities, and the furtherance of all effective
forms of fire prevention by creating about the fire chief a body of influential citizens who shall act as his cabinet and assist him in his plans for making his city
fire safe. No attempt will be made to duplicate the work of any organization
already functioning competently in the local field, but to co-operate to the utmost
in assisting such bodies in making their work effective.
The Committee presents the following tentative program to the Annual Conventions of the co-operating organizations, with the belief that its adoption and
accomplishment will effect a very large reduction in America’s annual fire losses:
1. The establishment of such close co-operation between the fire and water
’ d.epa~rtments of our cities as will insure the most effective and competent utilization of the water supply in fire fighting.
2. The creation in fire departments of a fire prevention bureau charged with
such constant and thorough inspection of property as to eliminate all causes of
fire that result from poor housekeeping.
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3. The creation in fire departments of a modern drill school that all companies and firemen may be trained in the practice of their profession.
4. The creation of Qfficers’ Training Schools at which fire methods can be
discussed and uniform practice decided upon and other matters affecting the con2
trol of fire.
5. The improvement o,f building codes to eliminate the common causes
fire-communication such as flammable roof coverings, cornices and partitions, and
unprotected window and door openings.
6. The extension and perfection of fire alarm signal systems and the training of citizens in their intelligent use.
7. The encouragement of the general use of sprinkler systems in factories,
mercantile establishments and other buildings of large area and the equipment of
all buildings with first aid fire protection devices.
8. The standardization of fire department practice in coupling to street connections to automatic sprinkler systems where fires occur in sprinklered properties.
9. The passage of adequate ordinances .go.verning the storage and use of
explosives and flammable liquids.
10. The passage of adequate laws and the establishment of procedure for
apprehending and convicting incendiaries.
11. The encouragement of legislation fixing the cost of extinguishing fires
upon persons disregarding fire prevention orders.
12. The strengthening of the influence, power and independence of the fire
chief by the creation of a fire prevention committee or cabinet to advise with and
assist him in making his city fire safe.
SECRETARY" As you know, our representative from New England on,
this whole outfit is George Johnson, Chief of the Waltham, Mass., Fire Department, and he co.uld not stay here today. He says of course this has his hearty
. co-operation. He would like to have the New England Association go on record
as endorsing it. I make that motion.
CHIEF DALEY" I second that motion. (It was so ordered.)
Then followed a brief address illustrated by motion pictures, of the Ford.
truck equipped for Winter with tractor in the rear and runners in fro,hr.
CONQUERING SNOWDRIFTS.
¯
(Talk given by C. C. Turner of The Snowmobile Company.)
The hour is late, and I know that many of you are anxious to go to your.
homes and families. I shall be brief, talking to you as the moving picture of
the Snowmobile is being shown.
Permit me first to thank you for the courtesy which you have shown in allowing me to attend your meetings. I owe you a debt for knowledge gained. If
every .citizen might enjoy this privilege I feel sure that many of the fires which
you will have to fight this coming year would never occur, and the hardships of
a fireman’s life would be greatly modified
(LIGHTS PUT OUT--MOVING PICTURE STARTS.)
Each winter you are confronted with a problem,--Conquering Snowdrifts.
The rural .departments are continually bucking snowdrifts,--often unable to reach"
fires until assistance is o.f no avail. Snow removal programs have been discussed,
endeavored, and finally abandoned because the cost has been prohibitive. Motorization of equipment has been delayed, horses have been maintained the year
around, idle excepting for an occasional fire, yet all the time requiring constant
attention and consuming expensive feed. Noble Creatures are these animals ! We
regret to see them pass from this field of service, but sentiment cannot blind us
to the fact that they are slow and obsolete and that they have hitherto been main-
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tained simply because we have felt that there was no other solution of the winter
transportation problem.
Our rural departments are not alone in this problem. In spite of the most
elaborate snow removal programs followed by cities, there is always a period varying from a few hours to several days when some o{ the less frequented streets
are not broken out. It is often the case that our worst fires then occur,--with
the cessation of the storm comes a lower temperature, fires are freshened, and
then the defective flue, rusty pipe, or dirty chimney exacts its toll. I can remember once such instance not far from Boston four winters ago. The snow removal
program had collapsed in the face of a terrific blizzard. For two solid weeks
not a vehicle of any description had been down a certain street. Then a slight
fire occurred in one of the dwellings on this street. ,Fire apparatus could not get
within a thousand feet of this dwelling. Had the fire been beyond the scope
ordinary hand extinguishers it is entirely possible that a conflagration might ha-ce
started.
Today, these nightmares of the past may be cast into oblivion. A persistent
man risked health and fortune, {aced ridicule and opposition, re{used to allow
repeated failures to discourage him, ever holding in mind the one thought
"practical motorized transportation over snow bound roads" until success, rewarded persistence and the Snowmobile was evolved. That man was V. D. White.
It is not my purpose to give a history of the Snowmobile. Let it suffice to
say that men of superlative integrity have invested thousands of dollars in its
future, are today spending other thousands in scientific research to the end that
each minute improvement possible may be made in an already dependable product,
--and that in three years production has jumped from seventy-nine to over a
thousand machines a year,--an increase o.f more than 1265~’o !!! Rural free delivery men were first to appreciate it ~{n their scheduled trips for Uncle Sam,--.
~doctors next embraced it as a valuable and speedy aid in their urgent errands of
mercy. Public service corporations impressed it into the maintenance of our
nervous system of communication and power, and lastly, fire departments have
begun to appreciate it as an adjunct to their heavier machines and a means
eliminating horses. I have in mind two particular departments,--those at Cadillac,
Michigan, and lviontpelier, Vermont,--who have proved the worth of the Snowmobile. I have pictures of these two outfits which I shall be glad to show to any
one interested.
Being practical mechanical men and not theorists you are interested in the
construction of the Snowmobile. The Snowmobile is an attachment applicable to
the Ford car or truck, similar in some details of construction to the great tanks
which helped us in winning the war. By its use it is possible to travel on snowcovered roads which might otherwise be impassable at rates of speed up to eighteen
miles per ho~ir. The rear axle, which is of sturdy worm type construction similar
in many respects to that used in the Ford ton truck, delivers the driving power
to the cater.pillar tractions through rubber-tired wheels and special chains o~ the
non-skid type. Why rubber tires ? First, because it has been found to be the
only practical way to deliver the power to light caterpillar tractions travelling at
a high speed,--second, because special parts are eliminated in favor of easily obtainable parts,--third, because of efficiency .~in the delivery of power,--fourth,
cause of comfort for the driver and saving the mechanism from abrupt shocks.
When instructions are followed tire trouble is rarely known, the possibility o~
punctures being eliminated by the protecting traction belt. Absolutely all possibility of tire trouble may be eliminated by the use of cushion tires, which will
last as long as the machine itself. The front wheels of the rear assembly are
merely idlers on the auxiliary axle, serving to carry the belt. The auxiliary axle
is suspended from the frame by two light full elliptic alloy steel springs, these
in turn being fastened to a cross rod which is pivoted between the cantilever spring
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hangers and the frame. Adjustment of the belts is made by turnbuckles in the
adiustable auxiliary radius rods, the entire auxiliary assembly swinging either
~orward or back at the pivot point between the tie rod and frame. These turnbuckles take ~ar,e o{ all adiustments necessary in the rear assembly after the attachment is once correctly placed upon the machine, and when the traveling is
entirely over snow roads three minutes per week will take .care o.{ :all adjustments
necessary. The belts are made of special formula steel particularly adapted to
snow, ice, mud and sand traffic conditions. Sections may be easily and quickly
removed and replaced. These belts are so strong and well des~.gned that i,~ installation instructions have been proper!y followed the wheels would collapse before the belt could be pulled from the wheels.
The front runners are five "feet long and eight inches wide. They are convexed from side to side an.d from front to rear. A specially hardened center-keel
which is easily removable, aids in steering the Snowmobile and also takes the
brunt of the load when the Snowmobile is on hard going or bare ground. These
runners are perfectly balanced for easy steering in drop forged knuckles of spe¯ cia! design., and such caref~t thought has been given to this balancing that
as easy to steer the Snowmobile as it is to steer your car in the summer time. In
the spring of the year wheels may be quickly substituted for the front runners,
and muddy roads may be ~egotiated without the slightest fear of being mired.
Can the Snowmobile be driven over b~re spots ? It can,--the picture has
demonstrated that. Does it ~ve trouble in pulling out of ruts or car tracks ? Not
if you know how to handle it,--just a sudden twist of the wheel in ~he opposite
direction from which you wish to go, and then a twist in the right direction and
you are quickly .out of the rut or the car track with little thought for its depth.
Does it bother when you run ,onto bare ground suddenly? No, because the front
end is balanced so perfectly.
’Can you stick the Snowmobile? You can’! So can you stick the best team
of horses,~you ,can mire the finest fire trucks which you may possess,--even the
tanks of war-time fame had their limitations. You may rest ~assured, howe~rer,
that be{ore you stick your Snowmobile y~ou will hawe, on the average, done all
that a horse and sleigh can do,---and in many cases will have mastered conditions
which it would have been entirely impossible for a horse to have c’ombatted.
The day is rapidly approaching when our smallest communities will be
e0~ipped with modern and effici’ent fire fighting apparatus. The saving afforded
in insurance rates makes such equipping by the smaller towns a profitable business investment. Much of this equipment is now Ford equipment and probably
much more of it will be of the same make, for, with the advent of the Snowmobile it is now possible to make .one truck give three hundred and sixty-fiv~ days
a year of service and protection. "Conquering Snowdrifts" in our mail service,
~"Conquering Snow:drifts" for our doctors,~"Conq.uering Snowdrifts" .as it
maintains our lines of communication and lights and power while the blizzard
rages, and now in ever increasing numbers the Snowmobile is "Conquering Snowdrifts" as it fights that wolf which devours, buildings and ~orests,~Fire!
Many of you have special winter problems which I shall be glad to take up
with you individually at any time after this meeting.
Adjourned at 10:15
CONVENTION RE-CONVENED THURSDAY MORNING AT 10:15 A.M.
PRESIDENT: The first thing on the program this morning is an address
on "The Field Service o.f the National Fire Protection Association." It gives
me great pleasure ~o introduce Mr. ~Percy Bugbee, Field Secretary. (Applause.)
MR. BUGBEE: Mr. President, Gentlemen :~I have not prepared any ~ormal paper on this subject, because I felt it was rather better to make what I had
to say a narrative rather than a report. A year ago in Boston Secretary Went-
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worth of our Association and I had the pleasure of speaking briefly at your meeting. At that time we had not launched this field service. It was a new development which had been decided upon by our Association, in our meeting a year
ago in May. The date was July 1st of last year, so your meeting came a few
days before we started in. At that time we had more or less of an intangible
problem to face. We were attempting work that had never been tried before.
Our Association, although organized for some thirty years, had never had a field
man. We were therefore without any precedent. We felt that the thing should
be done in view of the tremendous losses we had been facing for years, that
through contact ill the field we could develop information and ideas as to the
possibilities of reducing the fire loss that we could develop in no other way. We
had, before we started in with this work, been assured of the support of the
American Water Works Association through Mr. Jordan, the National Association of Credit Men, a very" powerful organization. So we felt that the first effort
should be directed towards explaining what we were going to try to do through
the various influential or~anizations of Fire Chiefs and others throughout the
country. Our plan of course was a plan that had been evolved some years before,
tried out in a nnmber of cities with a great deal of success and the idea of a local
fire prevention committee, a group oi~ influential men u;l~o would represent a crosssection of the conmmnity and be able to bring to bear the public sentiment of
the community to support the Fire Chief iu getting across measures needed for
the prevention of fire. So Secretary \Ventworth appeared before the Pacific Coast
Society ou August 5, explained the problem to them and secured their unalfimous
endorsement. \\e both appeared before the lnternatioual Convention in Buff!lo
on August 19th and secu~-ed their unanimous endorsement. I appeared at the
Dominion Chiefs’ Meeting on August 12th and secured their nnanimous endorsement. Following that we took the matter up with the Association of I:ire Marshals of North America in their convention on September 10~h and secured their
endorsement. Then Secretary Wentworth took the matter up with the United
States Chamber of Commerce in Washington and on Septelnber 26th created what
they called the Field Service of the National Fire \Vaste Council, a group belonging to the United States (]mluber of Commerce aud emanating through lbem
to all the Chaml)ers of the United States. We obtained the support of tile National Safety Council ; we also appeared before the Railway Fire Pro~ection Association, before the Canadian Fire Marshals, and several other important bodies.
That we felt gave ns a ground-work, a hasis of operatiou which would 1)e invaluable where we were ~:oing to take this problem in different cities we could
secure the support of these great national hodies. \Ve went right to their local
bodies for instance and asked for their local support and this proved to be a tr~
mendons benefit to us in this work. In the meantime while we xvere doing this
missionary work in the great associations we actually made an investigation of
some sixteen cities in New England, for we felt that we ought to start in New
England. Ore" home office is ill Boston. We are a New England Association
and thought it was only loKical to ~tart this method in our home territory. We
found conditions right to attempt some sort of organization in ten of those cities
at that time. Following that work. we started an intensive campaign throughout
the South. Near Norfolk and Richmond, through the cities in North Carolina,
and then in the Northwest, Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee. That took us a considerable part of the winter. Iu the meautime Secretary \Ventworth had been
working up to a number of cities in Texas, etc. Following that we wound up
somewhere in New York State and then back in Nexv England. To give you
an idea of what it is. and what the xvork involves, it is perhaps safe to say that
we have spent some time and done some work in over sixty cities, I think sixtyfive cities throughout the United States. In twenty-five of those cities we have
created a local organization where none existed before. In some eight or ten
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others we have been working with organizations or committees already existing,
and in the other cities we have perhaps laid the ground-work and done missionary
work with the proper peoble so that we can go back there at any time with our
ground-work done. Now that briefly gives you a picture of the activities that
we have covered during the past year. I know that you would be interested to
know how we are going about the work, and I thought it might be welt to give
you an idea of the kind of organizations that we have found effective in this
work and to explain briefly the program that we have been able to put up to the
Secretaries of these organizations, so. that you might get an idea .of the kind of
things we believe such l~cat committees can be helpful in, and then I think it
might interest you if I gave you briefly a story of two .or three typical campaigns.
In the first place, we have found this: that every city we have gone to represents
a distinct.problem, and there can be no. definite plan laid out in our office or any
office, that we can take and build up any system for the United States. That is
obviously impossible because of the conditions in the cities,’the types of people
that we have to deal with, the sentiment existing, but in many cases there is no
sentiment at all and we have ~o create it. We have felt that it was better in
every, ease to go. to a city and while on the. ground to develop our plan of action
in co~operation with the local fire chief, and ~hen to work out with him a program which we could put up to these organizations. I think you can readily see
the value of having an outsider do that kind of wo.rk. The local man is always
hampered because as a rule the attitude of the people toward their local officials
is this: they say, Well, this man is naturally wrapped up in his subject. He is
going to talk about things that will benefit his department without thinking necessarily about other conditions and while in many cases we have gone to. a city
and told the local people things that their own chief had told them for years, because we were outsiders we got an audience and got attention which could be
.gotten in no other way. Now to enumerate briefly the kind of organizations and
people that we have approached in different cities. Of course we do not. approach
all o{ these in e~ery city. These are the groups that have been helpful. The
Fire Chief would head the list. In every case where there is a Fire Commissioner or Director of Public Safety, his support and advice is necessary. Then
the Building Superintendent or Inspector, the Water Works Superintendent, the
Superintendent of Schools who can be of a great deal of assistance in putting
across local educational work through the schools; the Chamber of Commerce,
local Credit Men’s Association, local Insurance Board, architects, engineers, merchants, manufacturers’ associations, mills, clubs, real estate boards, various civic
clubs, rotary clubs, newspapers, railroads, contractors, various public utilities, then
the churches. We have established in several communities a representative of
the local organization of churches who has been a considerable help in arousing
public sentiment. So we have a large field to. draw from. All these organizations
have shown interest in one way or another, and in many cases a combination of
men from those different organizations will give us a cross-section of the community which can through one. representative of each organization reach the entire
public sentiment.
Now, briefly, as to the scope of the work of the committee after it is organized. These are boiled down paragraphs covering the things that we have been
able to put acro.ss through the local Fire Prevention Committee.
1. To make a study of the needs of the fire department to determine whether
the personnel and apparatus are sufficient in quantity and quality to cope with
fire conditions in the community.
2. To secure the proper training and drill of the personnel of the fire de2
partment through an adequate and properly conducted drill school.
3, To secure an adequate regular inspection of all mei-cantile, industrial and
public buildings, both through the regular firemen and through a fire prevention
bureau properly organized and with. adequate authority behin.,d it.
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4. To investigate the reliability and adequacy of the Fire Alarm Telegraph
System.
5. To investigate the possibilities of adequate well-directed salvage operations on the part of the fire department with a view to reducing to. a minimum
losses from water, exposure, etc.
6. To investigate the handling and prosecution of incendiary fires with a
view to securing the co-operation of the police department and other agencies in
eliminating arson,
7. To study the water supply from a fire protection standpoint. Such a
survey should include a check-up on the distribution system, number and location
of hydrants, size of mains, pressure, etc.
8. To secure the standardization of hose couplings to national standard so
as to make possible the exchange of fire department service with adjoining cities
if emergency arises.
9. To make a .study o,f traffic conditions to insure the rapid response of
apparatus to. alarms in any section.
. 10. To make a thorough study of the local laws and ordinances on fire prevention and protection in comparison with the approved standards. This study
should include the building code~, the electrical code, and laws and ordinances on
inspection of buildings, control of hazardous materials and fluids, construction of
chimneys, oil burners, roof coverings, exits, handling and use of motion picture
films, etc.
11. To secure the passage of approved ordinances for better fire protection
and prevention.
12. To, make a study of the conflagration hazard of the city with a view
to eliminating this hazard through elimination or pr~)tection of substantial buildings.
13, To encourage the installation of automatic sprinklers and other private
fire protection appliances.
. 14. To make a study of the exit facilities and possihte life hazard, in buildings where people ¢~n_gregate,~
t5’. To. make a survey of aI1 schools, churches, hospitals, theatres and other
public buildings, with a view to removing fire and life hazards.
16. To arrange for the teaching of, fire prevention in the schools. In this
connection the preparation of a carefully planned c~urse of, instruction, is impo.rta~_t. At least half an hot~r every two weeks should be devoted to the subject.
17. To provide home inspection blanks which may be distributed to all the
children,
t8. To stimulate imerest in fire preve~tioa ia the schools through talks by
fireman, essay contests, plays, etc.
19. To arrange for a comprehensive Fire Prevention Week program which
will serve to arouse the interest of the entire community in fire prevention work
and w~ch will assist the committee in gaining attention to their various, activities.
20; To organize and carry through a clean-up campaign in the Spring.
21. To supply local papers-with ~eg~tar fire prevemion material such as
is issued by the Chamber ~f Commerce of the United States, to secure special
newspa~e:r publicity on local.’ fire prevention work, local fire hazards, etc.
_~_<, To arranae four regular fire prevention programs fb.r aIi of, the various
civic clubs.
23. To~ maiataia a co~stam fire preventio.n publicity campaign through the
use ~f the ra~o,, poster% and ~! otker mediums of gaining public attention.
Now that outline briefly covers what we believe are the problems wh{ch can
be put up to a local committee, and which that local committee can secure attention and action on. I have taken for examples ~ee ¢_a~__.p~igns t~at we have
worked on ~rlng~ the past year. For obvious, reasons I have chosen to speak
of intersections of the c~,ntry, because you can readily see it would not be very
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good taste to talk about local conditions before a body of those men. In many
cases that we touch upon people want he!p on problems that are more or less
confidential, things that they don’t like to be given any publicity on at all. A
campaign where we have had a very interesting reaction is that which we started
last Fall in Norfolk, Va. We went there during Fire Prevention Week. Mr.
Wentworth and Mr. Booth of the National Board, experts from Atlantic City,
from Atlanta, Ga., a man from the LT. S. Chamber of Colnmerce in Washington.
We al! gathered there and spent a week in a very intensive publicity campaign,
had luncheons and dinners every day until as a result of the enthusiasm and interest which we had given, we were able to spend a week or two addition there
to create a committee composed of-the Presidents of the greatest o.f all the important local organizations in the city. That Committee has met regularly. They
have the full co-operation of the Director of Public Safety. They are making
now a study of the conflagration hazard in Norfolk. The record there-has been
unusual too over a long period of years. They have now an arson squad better
than the Detroit arson squad. They are looking up the question of salvage, a
drill tower, which is badly needed, a repair shop. for the Chief, and in many ways
they are seriously and constructively making a steady drive to improve conditions. It is interesting to know that for the five years 1919-1923 when we had
an average loss per capita of over $10 last year it was but $3 per capita. While
we of course do not claim any credit for it at all, the local Director of Public
Safety will say that our publicity campaign unquestionably had a marked effect
on reducing their losses, and this work being carried on has kept them really in
the low class. The adjoining city of Portsmouth which had previously had a
joint committee with Norfolk and it had not accomplished anything, created a
new committee of local men, influential men. They have had several conferences
with the City Manager at the suggestion o.f the local Chief. They secured an
ordinance which provides him with a ~Fire Prevention Bureau, with whom they
have drawn up an Oil Burner ordinance and secured the adoption of that. They
are now making a thorough survey of the Fire Department and are going to ask
for a definite increase in the personnel of the department which will greatly build_"
it up over a period of years.
--- Another campaign which is of interest and where we are already getting
results is that of Huntington, W. Va. There we secured the co-operation of the
Chamber of Commerce and the other civic organizations and as a result we were
able to create a permanent fire prevention committee of citizens. They are very
intensive and they secured a bond issue o.f $215,000. They planned an aggressive
publicity campaign through the papers and they got a heavy vote and passed
that bond issue. They are going to build as a result of that money an entirely
new fire alarm system, add several new houses, buy new apparatus and add to
their department. The Committee is a permanent one. They have not laid down
since that accomplishment and are now undertaking a very intensive program
and I am very sure in my own mind thdt without ’such an organization there is
absolutely no question that that which is now under Way never would have been
accomplished.
Another city was Charlotte, N. C., and there was an interesting one. The
loss record in Charlotte was very bad. As a sample of their condition, Charlotte
has grown very rapidly in the last twenty years, more than quadrupled their
population. But they had the same amount of fire apparatus and personnel in
their stations as they had twenty years ago. Four times as many people in the
city, four times as much property to protect, with the same protection that they
had twenty years ago. We have organize~t therea fire prevention commil)tee and
they have secured action by the city authorities on a new building code which is
now being prepared, planning an elaborate constructive program, increasing the
fire department, gone into the question of drill school, civil service, an attack on
the conflagration hazard of their business district, and they are receiving splendid
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support from the State ,Fire MarShal’s off~e. The local Chief is enthusiastic over
the work.
Those three campaigns will-give you perhaps some idea on how we are trying
to conduct this problem. In our own minds this plan of the-local fire prevention
committee is the most hopeful one and the most feasible way of attacking this
Fire Prevention problem all over this country that has ever been developed. A
month ago in Chicago we had our annual meeting and received the support of
our own members and by a unanimous vote they ordered a continuance of this
field work. I cannot emphasize too. much the importance of consulting outside
agencies in this kind of work. We have in so many cases seen the value of a
worker from the outside to bring attention to conditions which are obvious to
anybody interested in this city but which have been neglected by the local people
because they are living close to them. They are in their daily life and they do
not appreciate these hazardous conditions that they have .to contend with. It is
readily seen by all of you that without the active support and co-operation of
the Fire Chiefs in a plan of this size and comprehension which we are hoping
to create all over the United States must suffer or die. The support of the Fire
Chiefs is essential to the work. Without that support we cannot go very. far.
The whole theory of this work is built up in this public support and attention to
the problems which the Fire Chief has to meet.
It is needless tO say. that we are ready at any time to go to any city in New
England to be of whatever service or assistance or give whatever information we
can. We are gratified indeed to see coming into our office all the time requests
from various parts of the country for this service. We are practically swamped
with demands upon our time. We had to start this in a small way and it involves
a considerable amount of expense and so vce find during this first year done more
than trying to demonstrate by a few samples one or two phases of the work. We
.fed that we have done that to our own satisfaction .at least, and when yo_u fee!
at any time. you have need of our service in any capacity in your city in connection with any activity that you would like to secure the support o.f the community
on, and which you feel would be helped by outside influence; get in tou~h with
us and you will find us ready and willing to serve. ~I do not want to conclude
without a.word of appreciation for the support that .we have already had from
the Chiefs in those sixteen cities in New England where we have already tried
to do some work. In every case we have secured that co-operation. We have
tried to give whatever we had, to be of whatever assistance we could to the local
Chief and have always found him, perhaps it would not be too much to say
"more so," in this territory than in any other that we have worked in, more ready
to Co-operate, more sympathetic to the problems that we have for his attention
than in any other section of the country. I appreciate very much that support.
I hope that in future years while we are continuing, this work we will be able to
more and more demonstrate to you the kind of service we can and want to give.
(Applause.)
PRESIDENT" Gentlemen, what is your pleasure with this address..of Mr.
Bugbee?
CHIEF FRENCH (of Manchester, N. HI)" I .move ;hat th£ addr~ess be
accepted and made a part of o.ur records and that this~ association endorse the
work and plan of this committee.
CHIEF SMITH (of Nashua, N. H.)" I second that motion.
PRESIDENT" Gentlemen, the motion is made and seconded that we place
it in our files, give him a vote of thanks and. approve of this work. (It was
unanimously so voted.)
We have one more, our next and last talk is on Fire Department Salvage work
b.y John Ashmead, Engineer, National Board of Fire Underwriters. (Applause.)
MR. ASHM151AD- Gentlemen, I want to take this opportunity right now to
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convey to you men the powerful appreciation I have for the courtesy with which
you have received me, a perfect stranger in your midst. You have made me feel
absolutely at home. I am not a Fire Chief, I have no claim upon you, and in fact
with Chief Hurley and Chief O’Hearn here on the platform I cannot claim to be
the greatest fire authority here. I do claim._in.the_annala of fire department work
I occupy rather a unique position, in fact I have bunked out with more public fire
departments throughout the United States than probably any other man. This
position of mine is also unique because I have never made any thrilling rescues
or had any miraculous escapes from death although Chi.~ef De Courcey has assured
me that if I read this paper if I get out of the hall alive I can change that record.
(Laughter.) I want to say that since I have been here I have found that the
granite characteristics of the rock-bound coast of New England do ,not extend to
your hearts. Chief Tierney told me a story the other night about three Irish
friends of his, one of whom was convicted and sentenced to death for murder,
His other two friends in discussing it, said, "I wonder if they are going to hang
Tim." The other said, "No, they are going to kill him with elocution." Gentlemen, I am not a born orator and have not the gift of words that will permit me to
do justice to my subject without reading it. I want you to know I believe in my
work sincerely. I have just finished six weeks of intensive educational work for
myself in living, thrilling gatherings with five organizations in the l-Viiddle West.
When I am through with this paper I want you to give it earnest discussion
and want you to know I am only a young fellow trying to get along. I need your
encouragement and want your support..
Every convention seems to me to be a repetition of preceding~ ones with now
and then a new idea sprouting, up; but it is seldom that a new idea is presented
that also has behind it a record of fifty years of service. I am of course referring
to salvage work; old in theory and practice but new as a branch of municipal firefighting service and just beginning to be appreciated as One of the most important
developments of the day in the science of fire control.
Many fire chiefs account the fire losses in their city as the result of !a, ck of
facilities, equipment, inspection, or too much insurance. Reaching this conclusion, they either sit back on their haundhes, or rise up and yelp for more money
with which to purc.hase ,.impro, yements and more laws to regulate everything.
These same Chiefs oftentimes find, when they seek an appropriation, that
they are approaching the taxable limit of their community’s resources and the
money for improvements is not forthcoming. This is sufficient to kill the initiative of some who rest content in the thought that when the fire losses increase
a perfect alibi is ready.
This is all wrong. There are many ways of improving the fire service, some
of which cost nothing but effort, and none cost as much as a single hose wagon.
Some of the ideas for improvement are still in the formative stage but at least one
~is standardized in method and equipment and that one is SALVAGE WORK.
In adopting salvage work as part of your routine fire department operation
you are but entering the kindergarten in a school of fire control. It is not beyond
the realm of fancy to say that some day a fire chief will forecast the localities
where fires may occur and base his actions to prevent these fires on statistics; in so
doing he will be parallelling methods already used in other lines of endeavor.
This is a pleasing fantasy for future development. But it is not necessary to
delve into-the future to find a method of reducing th~ fire loss of today, for we
have at our elbow, at present, salvage methods--methods that are practical, tried
and true, and inexpensive. The installation of these salvage methods in a fire
department requires but a demonstration of initiative by the chief,
Perhaps the lethargy in adopting salvage work evident in the past has been
due to the instinctive association of the word salvage with shipwrecks, but all of
us realize there are a great many other things than ships wrecked by water. In
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fact, I have heard of various statements attributing to Water 75 to 90.per:~:.cent of
the damage at a fire. The percentage matters little, but the fact that there"is an
opportunity to reduce the water damage incident to a fire matters a whole lot.
Do not become confused by the thought that the proceeds from ~a fire insurance policy can compensate your city for a~ fire loss. After all fire insurance is
paid from an indirect tax collected from every person in your community. This
indirect tax the fire insurance companies use to establish a fund from which all
losses are paid. In addition, it is customary to require that every man assume part
of his own fire burden, and this is done under what is known as the co-insurance
clause ; as the cost of this insurance is small because the risk is spread over a large
area and among a great number of people, the good business man allocates as much
of his fire risk as he can to the insurance companies. The balance, usually 20 per
cent, he attempts to cover by contributing in the form of direct taxation for the
support of the fire department.
From the foregoing it is apparent that reduction in the fire waste eventually
finds its way back to the pockets and is reflected in the prosperity of the community
and to the credit of the fire department.
About six months ago, Chief Roger Boyle, of Jersey City,, as part of a constant endeavor to improve his fire department, called upon the National Board of
Fire Underwriters to advise him in establishing salvage service. As a result each
of. his ladder trucks was equipped with rubber salvage covers and one of his
officers was detailed for training in salvage operation to the New York ,:Fire Insurance Patrol through the courtesy of Superintendent Schwank. Just "before
coming up here I stopped in to see Chief Boyle to get his opinion of the installation. The Chief is enthusiastic; he has received numerous letters of commendation and recently $100 was donated to his pension fund by a grateful merchant,
whose stock was protected by salvage covers. It is too eai-ly to determine what
effect the salvage operation in Jersey City will have on the fire loss, but in six
months we know that the fire department has strengthened its position in the
public mind and increased its pension fund, and as these things only come because
of efficient service, we confidently expect the fire loss in Jersey City will eventually
reflect the benefit of salvage work.
A similar experience and a more recent one is now being had in New Haven.
The Chiefs of Seattle, San Diego, Fresno, Los Angeles, and a number of other
cities, are reporting enthusiastically the great results being obtained.
The installation of salvage work as part of your department is simple and
inexpensive. No additional, men are. required; no additional automobiles are required;the only thing necessary is that you invest in some salvage covers and that
you permit one of your men to be trained so that he may in turn train others.
The National Board of Fire Underwriters, as part of its public service work,
will aid you in placing a man for training and will furnish you specifications for
salvage covers.
The latest development in covers is one m~asuring 12 x 18 feet in size, made
of rubber coated duck and weighing approximately 35 pounds. This cover is
.equipped with grommets so that it can be hung or tied in position when necessary;
is absolutely watertight; can be repaired with a rubber patchwhen torn and costs
about $30. In Chicago, where I recently spent two. weeks bunking out with the
salvage patrol, there are over 400 of these rubber covers in service. They are
easily cleaned, dry quickly and I can concur with Chief McAulif in the opinion
that the rubber cover is the most efficient.
There are other types of covers in service. Each salvage corps superintendent
at one time had a waterproofing compound made to a secret formula following
some mystic rite. But I am prepared to say to you’as the result of personal observations in six patrols in the last two months, that there is nothing mysterious about
the watertightness of most of these covers. In additioln, they have the disadvantage of stickiness in hot weather and stiffness in cold weather.
, ¯ ¯
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Next to the rubber coated cover in efficiency probably comes the tightly woven
specially treated duck covers, many of which are in service. These covers are
not watertight, have stitched seams, and when torn are usually repaired by sewing;
they weigh less and are cheaper than the rubber covers and under certain conditions render adequate service.
The proper maintenance of covers requires that they be treated much the same
as fire: hose. They should be refolded occasionally when not in use; they should
be kept clean; the rubber cover "should be wet down when being cared for and all
covers should be air dried before replacing in stock, particularly in the case of those
covers not coated with rubber.
Covers as described are used to protect furniture, merchandise or other stock
from damage by water or the debris incident to a fire. The method of spreading
the covers is simple. In the case of apartments it is customary to assemble all
the furniture in the center of the room, including the rolled rugs, the contents of
closets, bric a brac, curtains and draperies and then cover them. In mercantile
establishments, stock is covered or~ removed, catch-alls are formed with covers and
the water led to an elevator shaft or other suitable opening and directed to the
cellar or point where it can be drained to a sewer, or it may also be scooped up
and thrown out of a window.
After the fire, debris is shoveled out, the floors dried, using squeegees in
preference to sawdust and in the case of dwellings old covers or tar paper are used
to cover openings in roofs.
In establishing salvage service, the number of covers that should be carried is
at least 2 on each engine or hose wagon, and 5 on each ladder truck. In addition
there should be installed on a reserve wagon at least 40 covers. This wagon should
be located convenient to the high value and mercantile districts. In cities operating auxiliary squad companies intended to increase the manpower and assist either
ladder or engine companies but usually actually operating as separate pike pole
companies, I personally would equip a squad wagon as a salvage wagon and operate it accordingly. As salvage work is of greatest value in buildings where the
fire originates above the first floor, it is evident that a careful analysis of company
districts will indicate where the salvage covers can be most profitably carried.
On the arrival at a fire of the apparatus equipped as recommended, two laddermen, each carrying 2 covers, go into the building and start covering, using
covers available on all apparatus responding. If conditions are such that these
laddermen are needed to open up and ventilate, they should give this duty their
first attention, dropping the covers at some convenient point. It is unnecessary
to tell any chief where he should spread covers to protect property from water
damage, it being assumed that he will cover under and as near the fire. as his
judgment dictates, using as many men as he can spare. In ~[ersey City Chief Boyle
has two trucks responding in most districts. One company immediately starts
covering and the other company does regular truck duty, each co-operating with
the other as conditions demand.
The propriety of a fire department adding salvage work to its operatio~ cannot be questioned. Where salvage methods are not being used, the public is paying for the. inefficiency of their fire forces. Where salvage methods are being
used, the public is getting the greatest profit on their tax investment.
You men as the chief fire officers of your cities are endowed with the responsibility of keeping your fire losses at a minimum. Your ability to do this is
the meastlre of your efficiency as a chief. Any means that you can use to decrease
the fire waste in your city will react to your credit, because of the demonstrated
efficiency of your department. You owe it to your ~ity, your men and yourself to
install salvage methods; a forward movement at little expense. The National
Board of Fire Underwriters will aid you in every way possible. (Applause.)
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PRESIDENT: Gentlemen, what is your pleasure with the address of Mr.
Ashmead. Any discussion or questions to be asked. He is very willing to give
any information.
CHIEF DAHILL : Most of us talk from our own experience on subjects that
are presented and that is what I am going to do.
I went out to a convention at Duluth, Minn.; way back in 1905, and attended
a meeting at Minneapolis which was held by the Board of Underwriters of the
State of Minnesota and they called the Fire Chiefs together and got from them
an expression of opinion as to the value of salvage operations in their departments
and to cite their experiences. I very modestly told them we had in our city an
organization composed of principal merchants and business men, to the number of
seventy-five members, that we paid $2 a year and were exempt from jury duty,
and went to fires and spread covers and we carried them. Others cited their experiences and when we got through, the Chairman told me, (he gave the date of
organization as 1838) that we had the largest salvage corps in the world, the
largest in the country with the exception of New York and Brooklyn. That was
rather surprising. They have always been valuable. The men have shown an
active interest that has been really gratifying at times. Those covers spread over
furniture in tenement districts where poor people had no insurance, and our boys
were always glad to assist them. We still continue to do the work with the men
Of our department, but the members of the sal’Vage corps ~or protective society,
as they called it were obliged to discontinue itias they had no means of paying the
workers. We carry about all told 85 covers, and we use a canvas cover and 1 am
heartily in favor of it for the space will give you extra rnento do the work because
it sometimes happens when we are at a fire it takes all the men that we have and
all their energy to fight the .fire. We have no time to bother with protective work
during the heat of the fire. When the fire is under control then we can attend to
theocovering. I have made.a request to the State branch to have a salvage corps
installed in our city, and with the consent of .the Mayor, we offered them the use
of a station if they would man it and maintain it with permanent men and stand
the expense of,it. We feel that this salvage work reacts to the benefit of the insurance companies and that the insurance companies should share in the burden
of expense of it. Our business as fire chiefs and fire fighters is to prevent fires
and protect against fire when it occurs, as well as to put out fires. The salvage
operations, in most of the cases, benefits accrue to the insurance companies and it
seems to me that the insurance companies who have their premiums figure so that
they will cover the cost of fire ought to help out when we save them a lot of money.
Now we have met with no success in getting any support from them. In most of
the Western States, including Minnesota, the insurance Companies doing business
there are assessed two per cent of their premiums for the maintenance of salvage
corps in the larger cities. I think we ought to continue the salvage work. t believe it is-a" valuable adjunct to any fire. department. It gives great satisfaction
in being able to save loss, especially for poor people, who sometimes cannot afford,
or neglect to have insurance, but I believe they ought to co-operate and help out
when the city offers to meet them half way in the cost of this work.
MR. ASHMEAD: Let me explain that. This is exactly .what happens.
When the fire waste is reduced, it reflects to the credit of the community. In
Minnesota the State Law assessing the companies two per cent of their premium
income has been repealed, and it has been repealed because it was economically
wrong. Let me point out why. In .spreading a salvage patrol on 2% basis, you
take the money only from the insuring public, but use the patrol to protect both
insured and uninsured alike. You make the man who is careful in protecting
himself pay for the person who is not careful. The thing is economically wrong
.and is nowin the course of automatically straightening itself out. Let me say
again, any reduction in the fire waste goes right back in your own pockets; where
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the salvage corps is maintained by an assessment the man who insures must pay
for it. He pays both for the man who does not insure and the man who do~es.
It cannot stand because it is not right in principle.
CHIEF McCARTHY: _As Chief Dahill said, his city was agreeing to pay
one-half. I don’t see where it is economically wrong if the city is willing to contribute. I have been very fortunate. We have had a salvage patrol for over
fifty years. The insurance underwriters tried to do away with the salvage corps
and throw it right onto the city. They contribute .~000 a year towards its upkeep. We are in hearty co-operation together at all times. The insurance people
to get the benefit of this thing. You cannot make me believe any ladder truck or
hose wagon is going to do effective work. The only way to do is to have an individual company. Have an individual company, as we have in Worcester, to
spread the covers. The underwriters should maintain that organization and the
cities contribute a certain amount towards the maintenance of it.
MR. ASI-IMEAD: Let me point out that the persons who constitute your
city are just your individual citizens, and if you have a separate organization it
must come from the pockets of the citizens. When you take it from only one-half
you are assisting them unfairly because you are making them c~irry the burden of
the rest of your community.
CHIEF McCARTHY : I will say the men who do not carry insurance should
be taxed something. Insurance is cheap enough so that any man can carry insurance on his household goods. He makes a mistake when he does not carry it. A
lot carry a great deal more than they should. I have found stock worth $800 with
$3500 insurance on it. Business is bum, and they have a fire. It is the only way
they are going to clean up. The National Board have their own agents and the
local agents get a percentage and work for their benefit, going into little stores
and putting on another thousand or two thousand dollars on the stock in there that
is not worth it.
Mr. ASHMEAD. Chief, I appreciate your remarks. I want you to know
the subject of over-insurance loss adjustment is rapidly coming to the front
for consideration. It is only by getting together with you Chiefs in time
to reduce the fire waste by. increased efficiency in your departments that
any solution of the problem can come. That is because of the fact it is
well understood that the topic is one worthy of discussion and one you are
all interested in. What I am a’fter today is your endorsement of the principle of reducing water damage by the use of salvage covers in .connection
with the patrols that are now established. I do not believe any attempt
will be made to offset that. It is absolutely a financial proposition dependent
entirely on the premium income in your city. If you can support the thing
you can have it. That is all there is to it. I wish the Secretary to read
that motion, and beg you gentlemen to give me the benefit of your support.
SECRETARY. Within two or three years I myself have adopted salvage work. We provide covers, etc., keep a few rubber covers and it is working out pretty good. If we adopt this resolution it puts the burden 6n some.
This opinion probably is not in accordance with Mr. Ashmead’s views.
RESOLUTION
.Be it resolved that it is the consensus of opinion of this Association that
salvage work should be incorporated as part of the regular activities of
each fire department in the New England States, and it is recommended that
the chair appoint a standing committee of at least five members whose duty
it sha!l be:
1. To collect the experience of members at specific fires in whichthe use of salvage covers has resulted in a material saving, or due to
lack of covers entailed heavy losses, and
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2. That members with these experiences be requested to attend the
next regular meeting of the association, prepared to give us the benefit
of these experiences and discuss ways and means of bringing about
the adoption of Salvage work as part~ of the regular fire department
duties.
PRESIDHNT. Gentlemen, you have heard the resolution; what is your’
pleasure.
CHIEF McCARTHY. This throws the whole burden on your city and
on your fire department. It eliminates the insurance companies from maintaining anything.
MR. ASHMEAD. It just asks for the appointment of a Committee to
consider experiences with salvage work and determine whether you want it
or not. If you amend that Resolution to read that way, Chief McCarthy,
I would be very glad to have you do it.
CHIEF DAHILL. I wish there was some way in which we could agree
on some method of doing a salvage work but I think it is unfair that cities
or fire departments should be taxed with additional expense of maintenance.
As the matter stands today, you .cannot get proper rating for your city
unless you influence the spending of a large amount of money for apparatus
of a character that will meet their standards and requirements, also as to
the number of men assigned to each company and all that sort of thing.
Now I have no fault to find with that, but the insurance people, underwriters,
require that cities must provide fire protection. Now they want to come
in and protect against the second loss by water in fire protection operations. While we are also anxious to prevent water loss, still I think that
where we go to work and put on additional men and apparatus for this purpose, the~people who are most benefitted by that are insurance companies,
because after all the man who is insured gets just as much out of it if there
was no protection from water damage. The loss will be greater, but his
insurance will cover the total loss and you are obliged in order to ge.t the
benefit to carry at least 80 percent of the value of your stock. Therefore
in this water damage I think they ought to come across and meet us half
way and contribute something towards it.
CHIEF DALEY. I firmly believe as Chief Dahill. I am going to draw
a little picture to show you what criticism could be upon their shoulders
under certain circumstances. We will take a fire in a four-story building
On the. top floor. You get two pumpers to the scene and go to work. You
need every man that you have got in your company at that particular time,
.and. YOU _are._ pumping four lines into the .top floor. As a consequence, that
water is going cl.e~r to the bottom. But where you have not got so much
effort, you can spare a few men. But you have got the stock completely
drenched by the water. They will be coming back at you and every merchant on the street criticizing you for your action at the fire. It is a serious
proposition to expect the fire. de.partment under the two-platoon system
when we haven’t got any too many men to detail part of the company to
cover up goods. I thinkthere is going to be considerable criticism in adopting blankets and-trying to use them.
PRESIDENT. Gentlemen, there is .certainly a lot of interest in this
matter.
-"
CHIEF MORRIS. Would you please read that section of the resolution
about a committee being appointed to report at. the next meeting?
~ .SECR2ETARY. Reads resolution again.
P.RESIDHNT. I do not think there is much.~inthis outside of asking
for a committee to investigate. !"is
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CHIEF MORRIS..~.What I am going to say,--I don’t believe this Association should endorse the proposition to have the Fire Department do
-this work without further ioyestigation.. Some cities have covers and some
have not. Chief.Daley’s argument is good. We have had covers for a good
many years, 35 years, but we have not enough and of course like every
other city you haven’t got the men to do it...I don’f’know ,what is meant
:by this Resolution; whether there is any "Nigger in the Woodpile" or not,
so won’t say anything about it. On that section 2, I want to make a motion
that this be investigated by a committee further and not endorse any section
Of it. That committee to report at our next annual convention.
CHIEF DAHILL. I second that motion.
CHIEF WELLS. The words :’It is .the concensus of opinion that this
work be done by the fire departments." That is what I object to. I move
to amend the motion that this be referred to a committee to investigate-and
report at our next convention. I do not agree that it is the concensus
opinion. I believe if you will put that to a vote yon will fin.d, itis not the
concensus of opinion.
CHIEF DALEY.. I am prepared to,accept-thatamendm~nt~
CHIEF McCARTHY. A committee to further investigate and report
~.at the next meeting.
CHIEF CASEY. Will you please read the first section of that?
(First part of Resolution re-read.)
CHIEF McCARTHY. To clear the subject and bring it legally before
the meeting, I will make the motion that we extend a vote of thanks to
Mr. Ashmead, also to have a committee appointed to investigate this subject. Never mind that resolution at all. That a committee be appointed
to investigate this subject and report at the next meeing,--not to endQrse
anything, just investigate. That a committee of five be appointed for this
purpose.
Motion seconded by several. (Passed by unanimous vo~e.)
PRES.IDENT. Mr, Caldwell has received a lot of assistance from a
gentleman who is not .connected in any way at. all with fire departments.
Purely a work of love, without any pay, premium or anything. A great
many of the members have spoken to me about his work. ! am going to
ask Mr. Caldwell to tell some of the things Mr. Clark has done.
MR. CALDWELL. To those of you who were here the other night when
I read my paper you will recall I made a brief reference to the work of
Horace ]3. Clark of Hartford, Conn., and what he has been doing-on .the
hose thread work. Those of you who know him, you will appreciate the
fact that he has no direct connection with the fire service or fire insurance
interests, but I can say without the fear.of dispute that the success -. of the
work in the State of ~Connecticut has been due largely to the efforts of that
man and it does not include only the hose thread work but has extended to
all branches of fire prevention and fire protection. I suppose there is hardly
a day goes by or a week but what I get an average, of two or three letters
"a day from Horace Clark. He is also using his organization, The HARTFORD COURANT for furthering the work. He has his circulation managers
throughout the State of Connecticut taking reprints of various-hose threads,
forwarding that information to us for classification and keeping track of the
work helping us throughout the Connecticut communities and doing a very
valuable work and I feel that the Association should take some recognition
Of his action and pass a resolution of approval.
CHIEF DALEY. I move that this organization extend a rising vote
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thanks to Mr. Clark for the valuable assistance he has rendered throughout
New England, and the ’Se~c.tg.tary be instructed to send a copy of same to
Mr. Clark.
"’
CHIEF McCARTHY. I’.second .that motion. (Passed by unanimous
vote.
CHIEF DOYLE. I moveMr. Clark be elected an honorary member of
this association because of the work and assistance he has rendered the
Fire Chiefs.
CHIEF HAYES OF BRISTOL, CONN. I second that motion. (Passed
by unanimous vote.)
PRESIDENT. Now, gendemen, the Association has received a lot of
help from two persons who are not really members of the Fire Department.
Any time we want to call upon them, we .can. They give us the benefit of
their papers and everything else. I would like to have you take some action.
Mr. Case of FIRE AND WATER ENGINEERING and Mr. Shepard of FIRE
ENGINEERING.
CHIEF DAHILL. I move we-extend these gentlemen a vote of thanks.
CHIEF SLOAN. I second that motion. (Passed by unanimous vote.)
PRESIDENT. Now, is there any other unfinished business any of the
members wish to bring before the body ?

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON REGISTRATION
..... Chairman-of~Committee.o The report of the Committee on Registration is
as follows:
Attendance at this Convention, Members ....................................................... ¯216
Guests .............. -~ . .............. .... ¯ ~ 236
Total ........................................
- ......
452
Attendance at Boston last year ..........................................................................
426
Showing a gain at this convention of ...........................................

:

26

-_

The collections show 44 new members added, amount ........................$132.00
Dues ..............................................................................................
360,00
¯
Totil ....
~-’ ~92.00
The total received at the 1924 convention was ..................................... 369.00
Showing a gain in amount collected of ....................................................
$123.00
(Signed)
P. HILDRETH PARKER,
GEORGE W. AUSTIN,
.......
HERBERT K. PRATT,
Committee on Registration.
-(Applause.)
¯
CHIEF O’HEARN. Mr. President and members of the association.
am going to make it as brief as I can. I want to say to you that’thesle
three men are not Chiefs of Fire Departments. They areassociate mem.bers, members of the celebrated Box 52 Association of Boston, and the same
men v’61ufither~d°~to_~.-d6 °this ~:Wor.:~ !ifiBb-~toh. ~ ~ They volunteered to come-Way
out here to Pittsfield and ~onsidered qt~i- pleasure to do this work. You
men who attend conventions know what that means.. Our constitution and
by-laws provide that the Secretary may employ any additional clerks that
are necessary to carry on the work. ~ ~There has been considerable savi~g
¯
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because we haven’t found it necessary to employ anyadditional clerks. They
would not accept anything for their services. I believe they were insulted
when we said, "Let us pay for your room rent." They would not take anything. What I propose to do is this: in appreciation of what they have been
doing, I would like to have the association give them a rising vote of thanks
and empower me to present each of those three persons with one of the new
badges at the cost of the association. I am going to ask you to .do that
as a slight recompense for the services they have rendered to us.
CHIEF CASE¥. I secondthat motion.
PRESIDENT. Gentlemen, the motion is made and seconded. (It was
passed by unanimous vote.) (Applause.)
MR. PAR~KER. Mr. President, I thank you on behalf of the Committee for your vote, and assure you that we shall appreciate more the
privilege of owning and wearing one of the buttons and insignia of this association than we would if we were paid in actual hard cash. It is a pleasure.
We are not Fire Chiefs, but we are enlisted with this organization to further
the interest of fire prevention and extinguishment, and if we can come to a
convention and relieve the Secretary of some of t’he labor and help the association, we are certainly helping in the extinguishment and prevention of
fires. We are doing what little we can as outsiders to help, which I believe
is the greatest service that anybody renders in times of peace,--the work
of the fire departments. (Applause.)
CHIEF MORAN. I may be out of order. I want to present another
item of new business. The action just taken at this meeting here makes me
feel that when an apparently disinterested outsider can further such important work on standardization, that this organization should go into that
in a more material way than they have done. They have already purchase’d
a set and I requested its use in Connecticut. It has not been used in Hartford. We have sort of supervised its use in the surrgunding country_. I
was very much surprised during John Caldwell’s talk the other night to see
what work had been accomplished in Connecticut and that a great percentage of that work has been done through Chiefs in another State in New
England. Wouldn’t it be a good business proposition for this organization
to purchase two sets and have them sent to Northern New England? We
all know we haven’t got muchof a membership in that section of the country, and if those Chiefs find that we want to help them out I think it would
cause an increase in membership~ I will make a motion that the organization purchase two sets for use up in that part of the country. I think we
are financially situated now so that can easily be done.
CHIEF ALLEN OF BROOKLINE. I second that motion.
CHIEF DAHILL. I would like to. offer an amer~dment. These sets
cost $250---apiece,-- that we go a little slow. That we purchase one set at
this time. Later on we can purchase another if necessary.
CHIEF MORAN. I accept that amendment to my motion. (It was accordingly voted t’o purchase one set.)"
MR. CALDWELL. -In connection with that work of standardization,
it would seem as though since the association is going into it as extensively
as they have, that it mght be well for them to have a Committee on Hose
Thread Standardization, which could sort of supervise that work and aid
in the routing of the tools, much in the same way that the Massachusetts
Fire Chiefs’ Club did when they purchased a set, which is in use in this
State. I simply make that as a suggestion to sort of systematize the work
and bring about better supervision and possibly co-operation with the association and outsiders who are aiding in the work. I make that as a motion,
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that_a committee of three be appointed.
Motion seconded by several. (It was so voted.)
PRESIDENT. I will leave that Committee to the incoming President
t0 appoint. Any other unfinished business to be taken up?
CHIEF MORRISSEY OF NEW HAVEN, CONN. I happened to attend
(being a member) a meeting of the New York State Fire. Chiefs’ Association held in Syracuse a few weeks ago. One of the most interesting queStions that came before the Convention was the question of liability of drivers
of fire apparatus. And so interesting did that discussion become that the
New York State Chiefs appointed a Committee to investigate very thoroughly and obtain a ruling as to who assumes liability of an accident in
driving a piece of Fire Apparatus both going to and coming from a fire.
The Committee was appointed and Chief Mulcahy of Yonkers, N. Y., appointed Chairman of this Committee. They are going to obtain a ruling
from the very highest authorities and send copies to all the Chiefs in New
York State, and I thought it would be advisable for a Committee to be appointed by this Association to either pursue the same methods or possibly
get in touch with Chief Mulcahy and obtain a copy of the ruling that they
will get. In travelling around a great deal, which I am doing lately, I find
that this subject which is under discussion in amost every small town and
city, and it might be possible that there have been rulings in indivdual cases
in New England, although whether it is universal in all the States of New
England, or whether we are held liable by the rulings that have been made
is a question which seems to be very much in doubt. If this is anything that
interests the association I would like to put that as a motion that the corn-

Compliments of

South

, Conn.
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mittee be appointed to thoroughly investigate and incidentally to obtain a
ruling from Chief Mulcahy.
CHIEF BARTLETT OF BILLERICA. I second that motion.
CHIEF MORRISSE¥. I will leave to tl~e Chair how many members
the committee shall consist of.
SECRETARY. It would appear to me that as each state has probably
different laws on this, we would have to have a committee from each State.
We of Massachusetts could not govern very well the other States. I know
there are certain laws in Massachusetts. Probably Chief Rich might give
us something on that.
~
A MEMBER. He has gone home.
SECRETARY. We do not believe in Massachusetts there is any liability going to or coming from a fire. Other states might have different laws.
I see Chief -Wells get up. He is going to tell~a tong story about some laws.
CHIEF QUALY. Very recently I have had one of my drivers have an
accident, and action was brought against him and a iudgment returned by
the court against the driver. They held him responsible. The city reimbursed him but nevertheless it was a precedent in this connection.,
CHIEF WELLS. I haven’t got any long story. I have had experience
and know that a driver is liable both going to and coming from a fire. He is
personally liable.
PRESIDENT. I never knew there was any liability at all.
A MEMBER. Registrar Goodwin held that the apparatus was not liable
but the driver of same was. In our State regulations regarding motor
vehicles it does not exempt the driver but it does exempt the fire apparatus.
CHIEF MORI~.ISSEY. I amend that motion to 3 members from each
State.
PRESIDENT. In the discussion of the New York State Chiefs, it was
due to the fact that at a recent fire in a small town, the drivers who were
assigned to drive the engine were business men residing very close to the
fire station and they stated that if the drivers were to be held liable for
an accident that they did not feel as if they-would assume the responsibility
of driving. This is the most interesting question that arose there, whether
it was right and fair for the drivers to be held liable, especially a volunteer
fire driver, where it might be a man holding considerable property.
PRESIDENT. I had a little accident myself. I was driving a car at
the time.and discovered that the Chief’s car was the only car of the Fire
Department that was insured against ,liabil.ity;--against !accide.tlt, As I
understood, there is no piece of apparatus that can be insured.
CHIEF FRENCH. The drivers of the apparatus can be insured against
liability. I have had one or two cases where the dr,fret of the apparatus
is really liable. And every man and every piece of apparatus in my department is insured against liability. So that protects the drivers.
A MEMBER. In the State of New Hampshire fire apparatus is registered by the motor ’ vehicle department and sent out the same as a private
machine. It has a registration number listed officially in the motor vehicle
records. Massachusetts apparatus is not.
CHIEF CHASE. In Lynn three years ago we had an accident to one
of our drivers in going to a fire, smashing into an automobile, killed a lady,-- ~.
the man was arrested, taken through the courts and he was completely exonerated.
PRESIDENT. The motion is made and-seconded that a committee be
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appointed to determine the liability of drivers of fire apparatus. It was
amended that there be a committee of three from each State. I am going
to have you vote on the, amendment. (It was unanimously so ordered.)
We have had a very fine morning here, some very interest.ing topics. We
didn’t have a chance for our Round Table discussion last night. If anybody
has anything now we will be very glad to take it up.
TREASURER. I have had two topics handed to me. One was disposed
of by the Association adopt,ing a button. This was from I-Ioward Ferguson,
Superintendent of Fire Alarm, Bennington, Vt.
I have another one,--I would like to ask if Chief Mahoney of Peabody,
Mass., is in the hall. (No response.)
CHIEF DAHILL. I think there are a number of members here that
are anxious to get started for home, and suggest that we proceed to the
election of officers.
PRESIDENT. The Secretary will report the findings of the Committee
the Courtesies.
June 25, 1925.
The [hird annual convention of the New England Fire Chiefs’ Association held in Pittsfield, Mass., has been an unusual success for a young organization. The interest shown in the business transacted and also, the splendid exhibition of fire apparatus and equipment has exceeded all expectations,
and to show our deep appreciation of the many courtesies that have been
extended to us during our stay in this beautiful city in the Berkshires, we
extend our heartfelt thanks to I-Iis Honor, Fred J. Francis, Mayor; Chief
William C. Shepard and members of the Pittsfield Fire Department who
have given much of their time to not only make this Convention a success
but also make. our.visit to their beautiful city one to linger lonK in our
memories. We also extend our thanks to Mrs. Campbell, Mrs. Shepard,
Mrs. Bfaz/e and the management of the Palace Theatre, to the press representatives and all others ~vho have by their efforts made this convention
one long to be remembered by the members of the New England Association
of Fire Chiefs.
(Signed)
JOHN C. MORAN,

JAMES M. CASEY,

ALFRED H. SLOANE,
Committee on Courtesies.
PRESIDENT. It has been moved and seconded that the Report of the
Committee on Courtesies be accepted and placed on file. (It was so voted.)
The next thing to come before the body is the election of officers.
Starting with the President. What is your pleasure in regard to the election of a President?
CHIEF MORRIS. Is there a Committee appointed to bring in nominations ?
PRESIDENT. All nominations are made from the floor.
CHIEF DOYLE. I would place in nomination the name of Chief Dan
Johnson of Bridgeport, Conn.
Motion seconded by several. Nominations closed.
Chief Dan Johnson was unanimously elected President.
PRESIDENT. I will appoint Chief McCarthy and Chief Wells to escotirt him to the table.
In handing over the duties of President to Chief Johnson, I would like
to say. just a few words. In the past year it has been a great honor to
me to be the head 0f this organ, ization, not only an honor, but a pleasure.
What-made it such a great pleasure was that every member in this asso232

NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS

ciation seemed to do everything possible to co-operate with me and the
body and the Board of Directors to make this a success. I am very thankful
to all the members for their assistance in making the success we have had
of this Convention. I don’t want to forget the Board of Directors, Traffic
Officer Cobb, and our Press Agent. (Applause.)
PRESIDENT ELECT JOHNSON. Gentlemen, I do not know how I
can find words to thank you for the honor you have shown me today in
electing me the fourth President of the New England Association of Fire
Chiefs. It is someth.ing that I consider an honor, and always will simply
to be a member of this Association. I very much appreciate the strength and
enterprise of the movement, also finding out today about the good, healthy
financial condition of this N. E. Association. I am going to ask you now
if, you will each and every one of you try and bring in a new member for
the next year to help strengthen and add to the membership of the association. Iam going to ask Chief Hurley if he will conti.nue to act as President to the end of the meeting.
PRESIDENT. Our next election will be that of First Vice-President.
CHIEF HILL. I would like to nominate Charles F. French.
Motion seconded by several. (Nominations closed.)
Chief Charles F. French of Manchester, N. H., was unanimously elected.
PRESIDENT. I will ask Chief Dahill to escourt Chief French to .the
platform.
CHIEF FRENCH. I want to thank you for the honor you have conferred upon me. I think a lot want to get through with the meeting so the
men can start back. (Applause.)
PRESIDENT. Next is the election of a Second Vice President.
CHIEF PITT OF MIDDLETOWN, CONN. I nominate Chief Shepard
of Pittsfield.
Nomination seconded by several. (Nominations closed.)
Chief Shepard was unanimously elected.
CHIEF SHEPARD. I thank you gentlemen, for the courtesy shown.
PRESIDENT. Next thing on the program is the election of State
Vice Presidents. Nominations for Maine.
Chief Sanborn of Portland nominated. Nomination seconded. Nominations closed. Chief Sanborn unanimously elected.
PRESIDENT. New Hampshire nominations. James Smith of Nashua,
N. H., nominated. He is now on the Board of Directors. Present Vice
President is Arthur Spring.
CHIEF SMITH. I ~vish to place in nomination Arthur W. Spring of
Laconia. Nomination seconded. Nominations closed. Chief Spring was
elected. PRESIDENT. Nominations for Vermont.
Chief Carl D. Stockwell was nominated. Nomination seconded. Nominations closed. I-Ie was elected.
~PRESIDENT. Nominations for Massachusetts.
CHIEF McCARTHY. I nominate Chief Selden R. Allen of Brookline.
Nomination seconded by several. Nominations closed. He was elected.
CHIEF McCARTHY. He has filled out the unexpired term of Brother
John 0. Taber of .Boston, deceased.
PRESIDENT. Nominations for Rhode Island.
Chief Robert Browning of Central Falls was nominated. Nomination
seconded. Nominations closed. He was elected.
PRESIDENT. ~Nominations for Connecticut.
CHIEF COTE. I nominate Chief John C. Moran of Hartford.
CHIEF MORAN. I nominate Chief Henry Heitman of Waterbury. I
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decline the nomination myself.
¯ Nomination of Chief lieitman seconded. Nominations closed, lie was
elected.
PRESIDENT. Gentlemen, I have overlooked one of the most important elections in the Association, that of Secretary-Treasurer. What are
your nominations for that office?
CHIEF O’HEARN NOMINATED. Seconded by several. Nominations
closed. He was unanimously elected.
PRESIDENT. We have another important office to fill, that of Sergeant-at-Arms.
CHIEF DeCOURCEY OF WINCHESTER. I nominate Chief Daniel
"I~ierney of Arlington.
CHIEF TIERNEY. I decline the nomination. I nominate Chief David
DeCourcey of Winchester.
Nomination seconded by several. Nominations closed. Chief Decourcey
was unanimously elected.
TREASURER. I would like to read Articles 6 and 7 of the By-laws:
"The Secretary-Treasurer shall receive for his services such sum annually
as may be fixed by the Association." You will have to have a vote on that.
CHIEF DOYLE. Before the salary of the Secretary-Treasurer is fixed
for the coming year, I would like to have the report of the financial condition of the association read.
TREASURER. I have the amount of money that we had on hand
June 15, 1925 as ................................................................................................
$3956.83
Since that time I have deposited ..................................................................
147.00
I shall have torefer to the Chairman of the Exhibit Committee to
find out how much he turned in or will turn in.
Convention Receipts ........................................................................................
492.00
CHIEF McCARTHY ......................................................................................
637.35
(Applause.)

$5233.18

CHIEF DOYLE. I am glad to know that the Association is in such
a .condition financially, and I wish to state this morning that from my experience with Chief O’I-Iearn during my incumbency as President of the
Association, that I know he has been a hard worker, a man that has worked
night and day to bring the association to the standard it has now attained,
and I incidentally know that a man who will labor as he has labored for
the welfare of this association should be paid in accordance with the means
at hand, and I belieye his salary should be increased materially at this time
because of the amount of ~vork and correspondence that he has to attend to,
and I do feel and I think many of the other members feel, we are fortunate
indeed in having such a man as Secretary, and ~vould do well to show our
appreciation by remunerating him nearly to the amount he is and has been
worth to the association.
PRESIDENT. I appreciate whole-heartedly all that Past President
Doyle says. There is nobody can appreciate the work of the Secretary any
more than an ex-President. It has been wholly his success. If it was not
for him I do not know what we would do. He has carried on the finances
and all the work. I believe all the success we have is due to our Secretary-Treasurer.
PAST PRESIDENT MORAN. I canfully co-ineide in everything that
has been said here. I make the motion that his salary be increased to $500.
CHIEF DOYLE. I second that motion.
234

NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION Ol~ I~IRE ClIIEFS

.PRESIDENT. It is moved and seconded that the salary be placed at
~500 for~ the coming year.
¯ SECRETARY-TREASURER O’HEARN. I want a word here. I have
only done what I thought was my duty. I Was interested in the organization from the s~art. As niy reports from time to time will show, my clerical
.assistance has been very little. I have a little girl who helps me considerable.
All ,my iddres~ing is done, by the members of my dei~a-rtment. I have a
great mailing list and a lot of mailing to do. I have the assistance of my
men gratis. I don~t want to getup here and say there is a lot of work.to
this. I appreciate the efforts of my friends. I think you are all my friends.
in increasing the salary; I don’t believe it is worth any more money. I
think I am getting enough for what I am doing. If you want to go ahead
and insist on increasing it and spe~ding the money, all well and good. I
have been trying t6save the money and cut expenses. Our expenses are
quite high. My salary is the biggest single ’ item. Mailing, Directors’ Meetings, my expenses coming to Pittsfield. ~Vhen I settle up with your Traffic
Manager for certain expenses that we must pay, our expenses this year will
run a lot more than for the last twelve months. Save on my salary the same
as I am trying to save on the other expenses. In your judgment, if you
feel you should pay me.a little more, it is up to you, but I am willing to work
another year for what I am getting. (Applause.)
PAST PRESIDENT DOYLE. It is to be expected that, our Secretary
would make iust the remarks he has made and I hope it was also noted
thoroughly that he said he was cutting corners and saving all he could for
the Association. That I know to be true, and in his own argument that is
one good, logical reason why his salary should be increased. I now ask for
tl{e question on the motion. (Motion seconded by several.) (It was so
ordered by unanimous vote.)
TI~-EASURER. I want to thank you, and want to ask as President
Johnson said, .each one of you to bring in a new member. We have a num~ber of Chiefs that have dropped out. Have" an interest in the organization
for the good that that Chief may do in his home town, for the benefits he
may get here, Give us all the names you can.
Pi~ESIDENT. The next business is the selection of a location for our
next Convention.
CHIEF HAYES OF BRISTOL, CONN. I make .the motion that we
hold our. next convention in Manchester, N. H.
.
Motion seconded by several.
° ~PRESIDENT. We all know what it is, a city of 90,000 population, fine
hotels, best p~ople in the world come from there. (Applause.)
CHIEF FRENCH. Mr. President, I was just about to extend an. invitation to this Association to have the next meeting in Manchester, N. H.
We-have had three meetings of this Associati~on, one in Connecticut and two
in Massachusetts. You all understand from the report the other night, that
New Hampshire has only fourteen members in this Association. New I-lampshire .is made up of small towns, and a lot of the Chiefs cannot attend the
Inter-national Association of Fire Chiefs’ Convention, and this association
as I believe is an association for the Chiefs in the small towns, who cannot
~afforkl to go all, oyer the country to attend a convention. I think Connecticut
has derived a great deal of benefit from l~aving, the association there. I
know Massachusetts has. Massachusetts has the most ’members, more
than any other state. I know it will be a benefit to New Hampshire if you
will come there, and I am in hopes meetings can be arranged so that they
can take place in all the states of New England, instead of giving it to Mass-
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achusetts all the time. I understand Massachusetts is very centrally located
so that it is easier probably for more members to come to Massachusetts
than it would be up in the rhubarb district. You are welcome and I would
be very much pleased to have you hold the next year’s convention in Manchester, N. H.
PI?~ESIDENT. The one location that we have heard for our next Convention is Manchester, N.H. Are you ready for the question? (It was unanimously voted to hold the convention in lVIanchester, N. t-t.)
A MEMBER. I have a little matter to bring before the Association.
As a rule all bodies of this kind generally present their Pas~J Presidents with
a badge. I move that that be done today.
Motion seconded by several.
TREASURER. Do you include all past Presidents?
PRESIDENT. It is moved and seconded that the Past Presidents be
given a special badge by the Association. (It was so voted.)
As there is no further business, we ~vill declare the Convention adjourned sine die.
Adjourned at 12:30 P.M.

ECHOES OF THE CONVENTION
The Pittsfield Convention was the best yet.
"Our Host" the Shepard of the Hills more than fulfilled predictions, they
were overflowing.
His Honor Mayor Francis and Mr. Savery were the goods.
The Mayor said the city was open to us and gave us the key. He said
he hoped Chief Sullivan had lost the keys to lock-up, at least during our
stay.
~V~r. Savery went him one better he gave us the key to the Agricultural
Bank, that’s the confidence the public have in us. But there was a long
string on that key Mr. Savery that’s why you had trouble getting it from
your hip pocket.
We like to meet Police Chiefs when they are good, Chief Sullivan was
at his best, he presented his subject with enthusiasm and it was received the
same way.
~Captain Volin was everywhere "with the ladies."
The ladies were royally entertained. Henry Thompson did his part.
The "Case" ~red Shepard combination are workers.
The newspaper men were on the job all the time. Nothing gets by them.
Connecticut had a large delegation. They didn’t need them. Dan Johnson was elected before the Convention, we remembered him since our
First Convention.
Dan said he was pleased; that didn’t express it.
Chief Kennedy of the Bryant Electric was happy and smiling all the
time.
We missed Chief Stanton but will excuse him this time.
Connecticut is second in membership but first in advancement of standardization of hose couplings.
We wish all states had a Horace Clark.
Commissioner Chesson sent. his dues to Watertown, New York. Massachusetts the next time, Commissioner.
Happy enthusiastic members from the Nutmeg State.
John Moran says "this is a great organization going ahead in leaps and
bounds."
Everybody likes ~ohn.
236

NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHIEFS

Rhode Island was well represented. State Vice-President Browning
and i~ube Weeks headed the delegation.
Rdbe said we don’t want the second Vice-Presidency and we said all
right take what you want, and they did.
All good sports from Rhode Island.
Chief Cote looked well after his serious injury and etceryone was glad to
see him.
We were glad to see Chief Sanborn of Portland, Maine, with us. We
o
want more members from Maine--see what you can do Chief Sanborn.
Commissioner McCarthy missed the Convention and we missed him.
When the commissioner talks he says something.
Chief Blethen appeared to enjoy our sessions, in fact, everyone did:
Maine needs standardization of hose threads--see what the report Will
be at our next Convention.
Ver~m0nt sent down a good delegation.
Carl Stockwell as usual was everywhere.
When are we going to Vermont Carl? or will we go to Maine first ?
Remember you were re-elected, this should mean something.
New Hampshire, oh yes, Charlie French was all smiles. He didn’t have
to make an appeal it was voted unanimously to go to Manchester in 1926.
Fine city, Charley, not forgetting you and our hostess.
We have Jim Smith on the program for "My Old New Hampshire
Home."
We didn’t have it at this convention because Peter Walsh was absent
and Justin McCarthy was too busy making sales at the Exhibition Hall.
Commissioner Austin and Jim were at all the sessions. I bet you can
notice improvements in Nashua as a result.
Arthur Spring of Laconia talked over old times with Frank Tracey
and Dave DeCourcey. We heard some of it and it was good.
Note the way Dave and Henry Thompson argued. Dave is a tantalizer
but Henry didn’t know it. Watch out Henry!
Chief Sloane sent his dues to Howard Fiske but he was admittedand
got his badge. He tried to pay the Secretary the second time but once
was enough A1.
Chief Kenlon arrived ahead of schedule. Most of the men had retired
but they got up and stayed up.
It was quite a friend!y get together, John Moran, Pat Hurley, Dan
Sennott, Teddy Glynn, George Johnson, Two-minute Casey, Bill Daley, Joe
Webber--can’t name them all there were too many.
Chief Kenlon has 19 Battalion Chiefs, he says, "They are my Chief’s
Cabinet.
John said, "Why call me the best chief, they are all good men." He
named several not forgetting Webber and Mullen of Boston.
Mr. Simonis said he had travelled a lot and had met many chiefs but
this was the best yet, everyone seemed to showy so much interest, that’s
what makes it a success.
Frank Jordan’s talk was appreciated, so was John Ashmead’s, but oh-i
that resolution sta#ted something, keep Up your Courage, John.
Bill Daley caused a laugh when he told of being late because of those
"Arson Cases." Duty first Bill, you did a good job.
John Caldwell was listened to with much attention, it was a fine report.
He has the support of our entire organization. We bought him another
set of tools.
A very large delegation from Boston, 32 kept things going.
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The Box 52 AssociatiorI, workers in fire department matters; were ottt
in force.
The Commissioner and Chief Sennott were present at every session and
took an active interest.
The Chief kept his handkerchief pinned in this time so Johnson couldn’t
get it
George had to leave early, so the story telling stopped.
The show at the General Electric was a lightning, splitter; also- the
Foamite Exhibition. Everybody was interested and-went to see it..
Remember that "big boy" with the chemical line? Some Boy!
Selden Allen our state Vice-President is popular with the-boys..We thank IVlr. Keene of the Mack Motor Company for courtesies extended
the Boston Party.
The exhibitors were well pleased with sales and profits.
You can’t beat our Traffic Manager and Press Representative.
. We repeat it was a great convention ....
¯" Charlie French will have to go some. That’s all.

MEMBERS OF THE NEW ENGLAND ASSOCIATION OF FIRE CHII~FS
Adams, T. John, ex-Chief, Marblehead, Mass.
Allen, Franklin B., Chief, Marion, Mass.
Allen, L. W., Sales Engineer, Hazard Mfg. Co., 533 Canal St., New York, N. Y.
Allen, Selden R., Chief, Brookline, Mass.
Ambrose, George C. Supt., Boston Consolidated Gas Co., Boston, Mass.
Atkins,.~V. H. H., Chief, Marblehead, Mass.
’Atwood; Orion J:, Chief, So. Manchester, Conn.
Austin, C. H., Fire Commissioner, Nashua, N. H.
Austin, George W., Box 52, Asso. 17o Summer St., Boston, Mass.
Avery, Wesley N., ex-Chief, 27 Elm St., Worcester, Mass.
Bailey, Clarence E., Chief, Northborough, Mass.
Ball, Charles H. Representative of Greenfield Tap & Die Corp., Greenfield, Mass.
Barker, James W.,..Chlef, Paradise Ave., Middletown, R.I.
Barker, John J., Boston Coupling Co., 297 Congress St:, Boston, Mass.
Bartlett, Earnest N., Chief, Billerica, Mass.
Barrett, Jesse, ex-Chief, 4 Andover St., Peabody, Mass.
Barton, R. W., Chief, Foxboro, Mass.
Batchelder, Earl H.; Chief, 2943 Smith St., CenterdMe, R. I.
Bean, .Albert M., Chief, 4 Barker St., Methuen, Mass.
Beardslee, George F., Asst. Chief, Bridgeport, Conn.
Belcher, Warren H., Chief, Winthrop, Mass.Belknap, Harry, 1185 Boylston St., Boston, Mass.
Beattie, William, Asst. Chief, Shelton, Conh.
Benson, Fred E., 27-29 Barclay St., New York, N. Y.
Berard, Walter J., ex-Chief,. Warwick & Coventry Fire Dist, Arctic;R. I.
Berry, W. A.., ex-Chief, Danvers, Mass.
Bills, Louis W., Supt. Fire Alarms, Lexington, Mass.
Blair, William J. Asst. Chief,. Nantucket, Mass.
Blake, Frederick, Box 52, National Protection &Iden. Co., 3o Huntington. Ave.,
Boston, Mass.
Blakeslee, Harry E., Pierce Arrow Fire App.-Co., Worcester, Mass.
Blanchard, Arthur H., N. E.-Agent, Boston Wovev~ Hose & Rubb~ Co., 15
. State St., Boston, Mass.
Blethen, Chester H., Chief, 19 Goff St., Auburn, Maine.
Boardman, George W., ex-Chief, Lee, Mass.
Bond, Everett, O., Chief, Hyannis, Mass.
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Bowker, Charles W., Chief, South Paris, Maine.
Boyden, J. F., Chief, Norwood, Mass.
Brown, Leroy B., 2nd Asst. Chief, I2 Spring St., Milford, Mass,
Browning, Robert, Chief, Central Falls, R. I.
Bryant, ~.Wallace F., Chief, Harvard, Mass.
Buchanan, L. t3. ex-Chief, IO Bennett St., Woburn, Mass.
Burns,. Thomas F. Asst. Chief, Bridgeport, Conn.
Byrnes, Peter S., Chief, No. Kingston F. D., Wickford, R. I.
Caldwell, Jghn, S., Engineer, N. E. Ins. Exchange, 18 Oliver St., Boston,
Cameron, :Lloyd: J., Chief, West Haven, Conn.
Capwell, Elmer ~k., Chief, Coventry F. D., Anthony, R. I.
~arberry, William F., Chief, 68 Carberry Road, East Walpole, Mass.
Carrigan, C. J., Chief, Terryville, Conn~
Carlow, Harry Ahrens-Fox Co., 60 Church Green, Taunton, Mass.
Casey, James M., Chief, Cambridge, Mass.
Caswell, 14. Wright~ Chief,. Middlebury, Vt.
Chase, F. E., ex-Chief, Northampton, Mass.
Chase, ’Edward C., Chief, Lynn, Mass.
Charlesworth, Frank, Chief, Providence, R. I.
Chesson, Frederick W., Fire Comm., Waterbury, Conn.
Chevalier, Albric, Chief, Warwick, Coventry Attic, R. I.
Churchill, Roy, Captain, P. O. Box 24, So. Attleboro, Mass.
Clark, Fred A., Chief, Attleboro, Mass,,
.Clark, W. lV., ex-Chief, Naugatuck, Conn.
Closson, Eugene, Chief, Southboro; Mass.
Cobb, George F., Curtis & Pope Lumber Co., 783 Massachusetts Ave., BostOn,
Mass.
Comber, Edward, Chief, .Narragansett Pier, R. I.
Coneeny, John T., Chief, Dupont Co., Box 928 Wilmington, Del.
Cote, A. J., Chief,’ Woonsocket; R. I.
Comins, Charles E., Chief, Warren; Mass.~
Crane, M. I., Eureka Fire Hose, -Boston, Mass.
Crossett, W. E., Chief G. E. Co., F. D., Pittsfield, Mass.
Cuneo, M. J., Captain, Woburn Fire Dept., Woburn, Mass..
Curtis, C.Philip, Chief, Sharon, Mass.
Dahill, Edward F., Chief, New Bedford, Mass.
.
Daley, William F., Chief, Brockton, Mass.
DeCourcy, David A., Chief, Winchester, Mass.Deibel, AhdreW F., Boston Woven °Hose & Rubb. Co., I5 State St., Boston,
Mass.
Devine, William ~J., R & G Corset Co.; So..Norwalk~ Conn..
Dezotell, ]3. W., Foamite-Childs Co,rp.,,- 204 Congress St., Boston, Mass.
Dolan, Joseph A., Deputy Chief, Div. 3, B. F. D. Grove 14all, Boston Mass.
Dolan, William E., .Box 52 Association, ITI Tremont St., Boston, Mass.
Donnell, Chester L., Chief, Walpole, Mass.
Donovan, J. A., ex-Chief, Lynnfield Mass.
Donovan, J. F., Chief, Meriden, Conn..Dowler, Joseph, C.hief,~ Bryantville, Mass..
Doyle, John P., ex-Chief, 127 Federal St., Boston, Mass.
Drew, C. R. Chief, Kingston, Mass.
..
Drew, M. R., Chief, Valley Falls, R.. I.
Driscoll, Timothy E., Chief, Peterborough, N.
Duchesneau, Joseph E., Chief, 200 Main St., Southbridge, Mass.
DunniKan. F. P.. Chief, ~Westport,-Corm ....
Dyer, S.B. ex-Chief, Whitman, Mass.
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Eames, Hugh L., Captain, Central Fire Station, Reading, Mass.
Edwards, Fred A., City Electrician, Melrose, Mass.
Edwards, William B., Chief, Brunswick, Maine.
Egan, John H., Chief, Milford, Mass.
Egger, George, Chief, Westerly, R. I.
Ellis, Benjamin M. Gen. Mgr., WhitneyFire App. Co., 1283 Commonwealth
Ave, Boston, Mass.
Estabrook, Willard W., Fire Comm., 219 Harvard St., Brookline, Mass.
Everley, James, ex-Chief, R. F. D. 35, Westport, Conn.
Fallon, M. J. Fire Marshall, L. C. Chase & Co., Watertown, Masss.
Falt, Leonard G., Fire Protection, Eng., 33 Berkeley St., Springfield, Mass.
Fancher, Rufus R., Chief, New Haven, Conn.
Farmer, John J., Chief, Gen Elec. Co., Bridgeport, Conn.
Farmer, William P., Gen.-Elec. Co., 516 Windsor Ave., Stratford, Conn.
Fay, I. H., Chief, Marlboro, Mass.
Fay, Robert E., Box 52 Asso., I Court St., Boston, Mass.
Fasig, Henry, Chief, West End. Vol. F. D. ,Inc., East Haven, Conn.
Fearns, William, Chief, Vigilant Fire Co., Apponaug, R. I.
Ferguson, F. Howard, Supt, Fire Alarm, 71o Main St., Bennington Vt.
Floyd, Frank L., Chief Eng. Manchester, Mass.
Flynn Daniel W., Chief, 54 Russell St., Great Barrington, Mass.
Fogg, Harry E., ex-Chief, Auburn, Maine .
Fortier, Seraphin, Chief, Manville, R. I.
Fortin, Charles E., Chief, Lewiston, Maine:
Fowler, Albert A., Chief, Gardner, Mass.
French, Charles H., Chief, Manchester, N.H.
- ~
Fuller, Charles H., Chief, Pawtucket, R.I.
Furgang, Leonard, 175 Boston St., Dorchester, Mass.
"
Galla~her, Daniel D., Eureka Fire Hose Co., Boston, Mass.
Gardiner, Warren B., Chief, lOl5 Smithfield Ave., Saylesville, R. I.
Gately, John J., Fire Marshall, Hood Rubber Co., Watertown, Mass.
Gatzke, Otto K., Chief, 14 Wakefield St., Webster Mass.
Germond, George C., Gamewell Fire Alarm Co., lO22 Commonwealth Ave.,
Boston, Mass.
Gilson, John, Chief, Lake Placid Club, Essex Co., N. Y.
Gisborne. F. R., Chief, Sound Beach Fire Dept. Inc., Sound Beach, Conn.
Glynn, Theodore A., Fire Commissioner, 6o Bristol St., Boston, Mass.
Grace, P..!., Chief, Locomobile Co., of America, .~ridgeport, Conn.
Grant, L. C., ex-Chief, Burlington Vt.
Green Joseph H., Vice-Pres., Eureka Fire Hose Co., 5° Church St., New York,
N. Y.
Graham, Fred D., Chief, Wakefield, Mass.
Green, W~ilIiam C., Chief, Concord. N. H~
Grether Fire DeI)artment Co. The, Dayton,’ Ohio.
Goodwin, Fred M., Vice-Pres., B~)ston ~oias~tid~ted Gas Co., 149 Tremont St.,
Boston, Mass.
Gotham, .loseph T., American Fire Equipment Co., 9 Broad St., Boston, MISS.
Guerin, Fred J., Chief, St. Albans, Vt.
Guertin. William H., Supt. Protective Dept., Worcester, Mass.
Gunther, Frank H., ex-Chief, 48 Arthul~ St., Methuen, Mass.
Hall, Henry F., Chief, Whitneyville, Conn.
Hanna, James F., Captain, Central Fire Station, Milton, Mass.
Hamor, Roy, Chief, Bar Harbor, Maine.
Hardy, John M., Old South Bldg., Boston, Mass.
Harford, D. W. ex-Chief, IO Chestnut St., South Norwalk, Conn.
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Harris, Burton K. Chief, Lime Rock Grange F. D., R. F. D., No I, Saylesville,
R.I.
Harrison, Frank R. F., Chief, Onset, Mass.
[{all, Carroll M., Stutz Fire Engine Co., Jamestown, N. Y.
Hall, Frank P., Chief, Athol, Mass.
ttaycs, John ~t., Chief, Brist~l,
Hayden, Martin j., Asst Chief, Bridgeport, Conn.
Hawkins, WilIiam H., Chief, Haverhill, Mass.
Healey, Henry J., Asst. Chief, ~6 Fruil St., Milford, Mass.
Helm, Charles M., ~5<) Linmore St., Hartford, Conn.
Heitman, Henry H., Chief, Waterbury, Conn.
Heney, John (~, Chief, Barre, Vt.
Hill, Lewis C., Asst.-Chief, Winsted, Conn.
HiI1, ~,UiIIiam H., Chief, BeImont, Mass.
Hiller, Alhert E., Chief, Plymouth, Mass.
Hiser, Chas., Chief. Adams, Mass.
Hoadley, G. VV., Chief, Naugatnck, Conn.
Hoagland, I. G,, Sectv. Nat. Auto ,qpk. Asso., 8o Maiden Lane, New York, N. Y.
Hogan, -Walter E., )lnief, Orono, Maine.
Hollis, .lohn F.. ex-Chief, Hingham, Mass.
Holmes, Dennis D., Deputy Chief, Fall River, Mass.
Holmes, J. Harry, Clnief, Milton, Mass.
Horne, William D., Chief, Millbury, Mass.
Hubbard, Isaac M,, ISt. Asst. Chief, Greenwich, Conn.
Hudson, David M., Chief, Chelsea, Mass.
Hurley, Patrick J., Ctnief, Holyoke, Mass.
Hutchinson, Fred A., Ch%f, 14 Bridge St., "White River Jet., Vt.
Hyatt, Henry J., Chief, Fitchbur,~, Mass.
Hntchinson, Tl~omas G., Asst. Chief, Greenwich, Conn.
Jones, F~dward L., ex-Chief, Worcester, Mass.
larneso~, Frank J., 4 Mellen St., Dorchester, Mass.
Jenkins, Allen, Asst.-Chief, Shewsbury, Mass.
~enks, Fred A., Fire Comm., Plymouth, Mass.
.!ohnson, Daniel E., Chief, Bridgeport, Conn.
Iohnson, George L., Chief, Waltham, Mass.
!ones. F, lan B., Clnief, "West Springfield, Mass.
~oy, Mellen R., Chief, Sa**~us, Mass.
ludson, Allen D., Chief, Stratford, Conn.
Kavanagh, ~. D., Asst. Chief, Milford, Conn.
Kauffman, Frank K., Publisher of Fire Service, *53 Waverlv PIace, New York,
New York, N. Y.
Keane, Iobn W., ex-Deimtv Chief, Florence St., Marlboro, Mass.
Keene, John H., Mack Motor Truck Co., v5 North Beacon St., Boston, Mass.
Keller, Charles G., Chief, Ste,mev Va!. Fire Co., No. 1, Stepney, Conn.
Kellov,~, Childs, Chief, Lc, n~ Hill, Conn.
Kellogg, Samuel E., Chief. Hor~edale, Mass.
Kenlon. !ohn, Chief, New York, N.
Kenney, John !., Lieder. I,adder 2"~ B. F. D., WashinNon St., Boston, Mass.
Kennedy, lohn T.. Chief. The Brvapt Electric Co., Bridgeport, Conn.
Kimball. Howard C., Chief, Saler~, Mass.
King, Herbert E., Chief, .Manst3eld, Mass.
Kleinfelder, Henry C., Sales Fm~., 7~ Park St., Boston, Mass.
Knickerbocker, Daniel F;., Ctnief. Springdale, Conn.
Kohnen. A. H., American La France Fire Eng. Co., ,265 Bovlston St., Boston,
Mass.
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Knoblock, James W., American LaFrance Fire Eng. Co., 250 West 57th St.,
New York, N. Y.
Koltonski, Alfred H., C)~ief, Rutland, Vt.
Knowles, C. H., Chief, Hamilton, Mass.
[~aCroix, Charles, Chief, Millis, Mass.
[.ally, .John N., Dist. Chief, B. ~,’.1)., 659 Center St., Jamaica [’lain, Mass.
Lawton, Joseph S., Deputy Chief. Station 5, Newport, R. I.
Lehman, John g., Mine Safety Appliance Co., 82 Fulton St., New York, N. Y.
Lehman, William F., Box 5~ Asso., ~7~ Tremout St., Boston, Mass.
Leonard, Fred A., Chief, Box 442, Taunton, Mass.
Leonard, J. F., ex-Chief, Belmont, ~lass.
Lewis, George E., Chief, Newport, N.
I,ewis, It. William, Fabric IIose Co., Box 764, Worcester, Mas.s.
Lillie, Charles I)., Stutz Fire Eug. Co., ~37 l’earl St., Boston, Mass.
Logan, Edward A., Chief, Shrewsbury, Mass.
Logan, Hugh, American I~aFrance Fire [qng. Co., 25o West 57th St., Ne~v York,
N. Y.
Lonergon, William J.. 2nd. Asst. Chief, Scott St.. Bennington, Vt.
Lonergan, .James N., Chief, Hotel Warren, Warren, R. I.
l,on~, Howard A., Stutz Fire Engine Co., Indianapolis, Ind.
[.,ooney, [)aniel J., Secretary, Mas:< State Firemen’s Asso., ~o45 Old South
Building, Boston, NIass.
I,oveI1, Harry Joseph, American ImlVrance Fire Eng. Co., ~265 Boylston St.,
Boston, Mass.
Maher, T. F., ex-Chief, Milford, Mass.
Mahoney, X~illiam C., Chief, Peabody, Mass.
Mahoney, Thomas H., Chief, XVestl~ld, Mass.
Mansfield. [~ucitls R., Chief, Rehol~oth, Mass.
Many, Robert, 720 Old South Bld., Boston, Mass.
Marchant, Homer R., Chief, Gloucester, ~lass.
Marlow, J. H., Chief, Northampton, Mass.
Martin, Frank g., Chief, Cohasset, Mass.
Martin. H. M., Chief, Enosburg,
Maxim, C. XV., Chief. Midleboro, Mass.
Maxim, E. ~,., Maxim Motor Co.. Middleboro, Mass.
McCarthy, Charles L., Chief, ~Vorcester, Mass.
McCarthy, Edward J., State Fire Inspector, 476 Main St., Worcester, Mass.
McCarthy, Justin A., Henry K. Barnes Co., 234 Devonshire St., Bostou, Mass.
McCarty, George S., Fqre Comm., l,ewiston, Maine.
Mc(;onigle, Michael, ~o45 ()ld South Building, Boston, Mass.
McLean, Walter M., Deputy bier, Boston Fire Dept., Boston, Mass.
McKenzie, George A.. 5r Sclnool St., Westerly, R. I.
McNamara. Wlnomas F., Chief, XVelleslev H~lls, Mass.
Mead, Alfred l,., Chief. Quincy, Mass.
Merchant, Walter H. Jr., Inspector New Eng. Ins. Exchange, ~8 ()liver St.,
Boston, Mass.
Meunier. Frank, Chief, East Hartford, Conn.
Miller, Dean H., Chief. Box 56, Ashland, Mass.
Miller, ~r. E., Pres. Combination Ladder Co., Providence, R. I.
Milliken, Elbridge H.. SewelI Cushion WheeI Co., 584 Commonwealth Ave.,
Boston, Mass.
Milne. George B., Clnicf, Rockville, Conn.
Minehan, Edward C., ex Chief, :r34 Hoxve Strect, Marlboro, Mass.
Mitchell, Melvin P., Chief, Hudson,, Mass,
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Monaghan, Thomas F., Supt. Fire Alarm, 54 Gates St., Holyoke, Mass.
Montgomery, H. J., Chief, North Adams, Mass.
Montmeny, Arthur, Chief, Chicopee, Mass.
Monto, George W., ex-Chief, Lewiston, Maine.
Mooney, Timothy P., 25 Whittier St., Winthrop, Mass.
Moran, John C., Chief, Hartford, Conn.
Moore, Edwin D., 7oo Gage St., Bennington, Vt.
Morris, F. J., Chief, Lawrence, Mass.
¯ Mor~on, F. Karl, Maynard Rubber Co., Springfield, Mass.
Moulton, E. G., Ahrens Fox Co., Worcester, Mass.
lVIurray, F. A., Chief, Morris Cove Fire Dept., New Haven, Conn.
Naylor, William, Chief, Maynard, Mass.
.Neary, john H., Chief, Natick, Mass.
Newhall, Terry A., 47° Broad St., Lynn, Mass.
Newman, Frank C., Chief, Melrose, Mass.
Nichols, George W., Supt. Fire Alarm, Woburn, Mass.
Nichols, Daniel A., Chief Fire Dept. R.F.D. 185, Barrington, R. I.
Nobart, Ernest J., Fire Com., Holyoke, Mass.
Noble, William F., Chief, New Britain, Conn.
0’Brien, John J., Chief, River Point, R. I.
O’Day, John P., Sewell Cushion Wheel Co., 554 Fairfield Ave., Bridgeport,
¯ ¯

Conrl.

O’Hearn, .John W., Chief, Watertown, Mass.
O’Keefe, Vincent P., ex-Supt. Fire Alarm, 89 Gardner, Parkway, Peabody, Mass.
Olson, Albert T., McNeal, & Olson, .Fire Dept. Supplies Walpole, Mass.
Ordway, O. O. Chief, Reading, Mass.
Otis, Donald K., Union Water Meter Co., 33 Hermon St., Worcester, Mass.
Pachl, John S., Chief, Annex Fire Dept., 861 Woodward Ave., New Haven,
Conrl.

Packard, H. R., ex-Chief, 8 Hope, Attleboro, Mass.
Paige, Melrose S., Chief, Amherst, Mass,
Paine, Frank A., Chief, Pascog, R. I.
Palmer, John A., Chief, 117 Water St., Torrington, Conn.
Paradis, Arthur H., 14 Howard St., Cambridge, Mass.
Parker, P. I-Iildreth, Box 52 Asso., 81 Benjamin Road, "Belmont, Mass.
Patt, Irving, F., ex-Chief Central Falls, R. I.
Pease, A. W., Chief, Lee, Mass.
Pendergast, James E., 2o Sevan St., Dorchester, Mass.
Percy, William H., Fire Ladder Mfg. Co., 1417 Fairfield Ave., Bridgeport,~ Conn.
Perry, C. W., P. O. Box 33 Grand Central Station, New York N. Y.
Philbrook, George A., Deputy Chief, Box 2o2, Middleboro, Mass.
Pickett, E. W. S., Chief, Fairfield, Conn.
Pierce, Walter H., ex-Chief, Arlington, Mass.
’
Pigeon, A. I-I., Chief, P. O. Box 268, Ware, Mass.
Pitt, George S., Chief, Middletown, Conn.
Poor, J. H. Jr., Lieut. Supt. of Fire Alarms, Winthrop, Mass.
Potter, Stuart M., Asst. Chief, Sound Beach, Conn.
Pratt, Herbert K., Box 52 Asso., 24 Spring Hill Ave., Bridgewater, Mass.
Preble, A. G., Asst. State Fire Marshal Burlington, Vt.
Qualey, Thomas, Chief, Medford, Mass.
Quinlan, Henry M., 87 Summer St., Dorchester, Mass.
Quinlan, Philip J., Quincy Ave., Winthrop, Mass.
Rajah Auto Supply Co., Bloomfield, N. J.
Randall, Frank R., Chief Smithfield, R. I.
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Randlett, Clarence W.:, Chief, Newton, Mass.
Reilly, John j., Stutz Fire Engine Co., ’37 Pearl St., Boston, Mass.
Reilly, Martin J., s7 l-lilton St., Roxbury, Mass.
Rich, 1. L., Fire Marshall, State Hospital, Middletown, Conn.
Rich, Sewell M., Chief, Somerville, Mass.
Richardson, irving Fogg, Maxim Motor C~,., Middleboro, Mass.
Riley, E. B., Chief, Keene, N.
P, obinson, C. J£., Gen. Mgr., Samuel Eastman Co., Concord, N. H.
Robinson, George O., Samuel Eastman Co., Concord, N. H.
Robinson, Stanley, Fire Protection Co., \Vorcester, Mass.
Robertson, George M., Chief, East Brooklyn Fire Dept., Danielson, Conn.
Rose, Charles H., Chief, New London, Conn.
Ruthenburg, tt. }’., Special Agent, Natl. Board of Fire Underwriters, New
York, N. Y.
Sanborn, Oliver T., Chief, Portland, Maine.
Saxon, }larry, ex-Chief, 9 Winter St., Saugus, Mass.
Saunders, E. F., Chief, Lowell, Mass.
Savage, John A., Asst. Chief, Broad St., Valley Falls, R. I.
Schleinitz, William, i,arkin Mfg. Co., Dayton, Ohio.
Sears, C. E., Chief, ioo Broad St., Claremont, N. H.
Seaverns, Ernest R. C., Chief, Scituate, Mass.
Sennott, Daniel F., Chief, Boston Fire Departme~t, Boston, Mass.
Scovill, H. L., The Oil Jack Co., 1475 Broadway, New York, N. Y.
Scully, John J., American Fire E~luipment Co., 9 Broad St., Boston, Mass.
Shepard, W. C., Chief, Pittsfield, 5lass.
Sibley, Elmer E., Chief, Grafton, Mass.
Simon, Raymond i\l., R. l). Wo~d C(~., 400 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa.
Sloane, Alfred 11., Chief, Berlin, N. H.
Small, Roy K., Chief, Augusta, Maine.
Smith, George W., Chief, Box 36 Wakefield R.
Smith James E., Chief, Nashua, N. H.
Smith, Lowndes A. Jr., City Clerk, ~5 \Vayland Ave., Cranston, R. I.
Smith, Ralph L., American LaFrance Fire Eng. Co., Broadway & 57th Sts.,
New York N. Y.
Smith, Roland L., Portalite Co., 110 Brooklinc St., Cambridge, Mass.
Smith, Herbert J., Threadwell Tool Co., Greenfield, Mass.
Spaulding, H. C., Boston Woven Hose & Rubher Co., ~5 State St., Boston,
Mass.
Spring, Arthur W., Chief, Laconia, N. H.
Stanton, Howard L., Chief, Norwich, Conn.
Stewart, C. D., American Latgrance Fire Engine Co., 25o West 57th St., New
York, N. Y.
Stevens, Henry J., Chief, [lull Fire Department, Nantasket Beach, Mass.
Stockwell, Carl D., Chief, Burlington, Vt.
Stone, Charles, Chief, \Vinsted, Conn.
Stone, E. V., Chief, Ludlow, Mass.
Stowe, Lewis F., Chief, Milford, Conn.
Sullivan, James F., Chief, Box 74, Glenbrook, Conn.
Sullivan, Jeremiah F., Chief, Fall t{iver, Mass.
Sullivan, John E., ex--Chief, Y’l~.mouth, Mass.
Sullivan, Dr. E. B., 30 lttmti~ton Ave., Boston, Mass.
Sylvester, Clarence N., care The White Co., 93o Commonwealth Ave., Boston,
Mass.
Taft, Frank E., Seagrave Co., ~o22 A Commonwealth Ave., Boston, Mass.
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Tarlton, Everett L., Chief, Bridgeport Brass Co., Bridgeport, Conn.
Thompson, Henry, Supt., ~Protectlve Department, 4° Purchase St., Boston, Mass.
Thurston, Kalph E., Chief, Putnam, Conn.
Tierney, Darnel B., Chief, Arlington, Mass.
Tiffany, F. M., ex-Chief, lO22 Commonwealth Ave., Boston, Mass.
Tighe, William A., Boston Globe, Boston, Mass.
Tinkham, F. S., ex-Chief, I26 Norwell St., Dorchester, Mass.
Toomey, Timothy G., Chief,
Tourtellotte, Frederick F., Fire Equipment Co., 93 College St., Springfield,~
Mass.
Tracey, Frank E., Chief, Woburn, Mass.
Tracey, Hubert W,, Am. Fire Equip. Co., 9 Broad St., Boston, Mass.
’funstail, J. W., Chief, t~rookfield, Mass.
Turner, W. W., BiLateral Fire Hose Co., xSo Nassau St., New York N. ¥.
Underwriter Equipment Co., The, Rep. by Clifford H. Barker, 45 Westmoreland St., Arhngton t-leights, Mass.
Upham, Earl tt., Deputy Chief, Foxboro, Mass.
Upham, it. Howard, Chief, Needham, Mass.
VanValen, Alfred, Supt. American Dist. Teleg. Co., 6o State St., Boston, Mass.
Veit, Victor H., Chief, Stamford, Conn.
VCalsh, Peter E., ex-Chief, I4~ Devon St., Roxbury, Mass.
Waltz, John J., Chief, Easthampton, Mass.
Ward, Thomas G., Chief, 5helton, Conn.
Warnock, James, Chief, Swampscott, Mass.
Webber, Joseph .4.., Fisk Building, New York, N. Y.
Weekes, Reuben, ex-Chief, I8~ Doyle Ave., Providence. R. I.
Wells, Ray D., Chief, Falmouth, Mass.
Wedger, Walter L., I8 Bellevue Rd., Belmont, Mass.
¯
Wheeler, ,4.. D., Mgr., Gamewell Co., 1022 Commonwealth Ave., Boston, Mass.
White, Arthur B., I8x Commercial St., Worcester, Mass.
White, Ewart B., Sales Mgr.,~ .Am. Dist. Teleg. Co., Boston, Mass,
White, Ralph IK., Chief, Auburn, Mass.
Whitehead George E., Chief, Box 452, Millbury, Mass.
Whitemarch, F. O., Deputy Chief, ~85 Shaw St., East Braintree, Mass.
Whiting, Homer B., Chief, Hampton Beach, N. H.
Wilbur, C. A., ex-Chief, Central Falls, R. I.
Williams, E. W., Capt. Fire Protection, P. O. Box x, East Lynn, Mass.
Winter, Frank H. Eureka, Fire Hose Co., 50 Church St., New York, N. Y.
Woodward, A. P., Chief, Danielson, Conn.
Wookey, Henry P., Chief, Stockbridge, Mass.
Young, Daniel F., Chief, Cranston, R. I.
Alger, Fred B., Maxim Motor Co., Court End Ave., Middleboro, Mass’.
Andrews, Tyler P., Danielson, Conn.
Bradbrook, G. E., Vice-Pres., C. G. Braxmar Co., New York.
Brown, Albert T., .Chief, Hingham, Mass.
Bugbee, Percy, National Fire Protection Asso., 40 Central St., Boston, Mass.
Case, Lyman P., Asst-Chief, Winsted, Conn.
Clair, Alfred W., 3° Huntington Ave. Boston, Mass.
*Clark, Horace B., Hartford Council, Hartford, Connecticut.
Currivan,. J. F., Currivan Automatic Gas Valve i25 West E!m Ave., Wollaston,
Mass.
Day, John H., Captain, I6 Newhall St., Lynn, Mass.
Doran, Andrew T., Chief, Turner Falls, Mass.
Drew, Thomas J., Valley Falls, R. I.
Erickson, John O., Chief, Newburyport, Mass.
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Fisher, Frederick A., Eureka Fire }lose Co., ~36 Old South Building, Boston,
Mass.
French, Arthur E., i io Lincoln St., ltolyoke, Mass.
Greenwood, Edward D., 254 Pearl St., Springfield, Mass.
*Honorary member
Fire & Water Engineering
Arthur H. Blanchard Co.
The Gamewell Co.
Mine Safety Appliance Co.
Union Water Meter Co.
The Foamite-Childs Corp.
Samuel Eastman Co.
U. S. Rubber Co.
Sewell Cushion \¥heel Co.
Henry K. Barnes Co.
Ahrens-Fox Fire Engine Co.
American LaFrance Fire Eng. Co.
Inter-State Machine Products Co.

The McNeil Olson Co.
C. G. Braxmar Co.
lohn t’. Doyle Co.
~. D. Woods Co.
J. M. Hardy-Republic Rubber Co.
The Holtzer-Cabot Electric Co.
H azard M anufacturiug Co.
The Fire Engineer.
N. E. Fire Appliance Co.
Fabric Fire Hose Co.
Maxim Motor Co.
The Seagraves Corporation.
C. \V. H. Moulton Ladder Co.

LIST OF EXHIBITORS OF THE NE\V ENGLANI) ASSOCIATION OF
FIRE CHIEFS, PITTSFIELD, MASS., JUNE 23, 24, 25, 1925
Chief CHARLES L. McCARTHY, Chairmal~, \Vorcester, Mass.
Chief THOMAS H. MAHONEY, \Vestfield, Mass.
Chief A. j. COTE, Woonsocket, R. i.
Chief ALFRED H. SLOANE, Berliu, N. It.
Chief CARL D. STOCK\VELL, ]3urlin~ou, Vern~om.
Chief GEORGE W. MONTO, l.ewiston, Maine.
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THERMO APPLIANCE CORPORATION
(Scott-Newcomb System)
ELECTR’OL
Electric Ignition Quiet Operation
The Automatic Oil Burner

COPELAND
Iceless Refrigeration
Boilers, Radiators
Pyrofuse Incinerators, Etc.

859 BOYLSTON STREET

BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS

Telephones: Back Bay 8944-6262

Harry K. Barnes Co.
234-236

DEVONSHIRE STREET
BOSTON, MASS.
Headquarters for
more than fifty
years of
FINEST
QUALITY

Free

AN ANNOUNCEMENT
Believing that the homes of this
country can be heated better by oil
than by coal we have engaged in the
business of selling and installing the

GRANT OIL BURNER
Believing also that Success is possible only through
Service we have selected the GRANT OIL BURNER
as strongest in the field and have established our
Show Rooms at 797 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass.,
where this fine eil burner may be seen in full operation.
We earnestly invite you to come in and examine the
GRANT. We are en’thusiastlc about it ourselves
and we know you will be.

DEPARTMENT

Hose

We are conveniently located and you are more
than we’come. Why not drop in today?--Or if yon
llke, we will gladly send a representative to your
home to explain the GRANT OIL BURNER and
how it can he installed in your’ furnace.

and
FIRE SUPPLIES

of every
description
Send for our
Catalogue of Fire
Department
Equipment

Grant Oil Burner Co.
Incorporated
CLAYTON A. HINDS, President

797 BOYLSTON STREET
BOSTON, MASS.
Telephone Back Bay 2443

WHEN FIRES START YOU CALL THE FIRE DEPARTMENT
Why not call us before they start?

GENERAL FIREPROOFING CORPORATION
125 FEDERAL STREET, BOSTON, MASS.
STEEL DESKS
STEEL SAFES

STEEL CABINETS
STEEL SHELVING
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A fire loss of millions of dollars to American home owners occurs
each year through overheated furnaces and boilers.
Don’t take chances. Install the Minneapolis Heat Regulator.
The Minneapolis room thermostat regulates dampers, drafts or
valves to maintain a uniform temperature day and night. Does its
work automatically--and dependably, relieving you of personal attention to the fire.
A limiting safety thermostat placed in the boiler or warm air duct
acts as an extra safety control. Automatically shuts down the fire
before dangerous temperatures are reached. Operates independently. A super-safety installation. Real protection for your home.
Get this Safety.Convenience Today!
Every family now can and should have the Minneapolis--for
comfort, convenience, health, economy and safety. You can take
time to pay for it through our convenient Budget Plan. And the
fuel saving it brings will help you meet the payments. Ask about
it and have us send you a free booklet.

MINNEAPOLIS HEAT REGULATOR
New England Branch 462 Boylston St., Bosto.n, Mass.
Phone Today--Back Bay !488
EASY TO PAY FOR ON OUR BUDGET PLAN,

GULF REFINING COMPANY
BOSTON, MASS.

ro1eumProducts
Pet
~

i¯
,’,
¯ .~

~

There Is More Power in

THAT GOOD GULF GASOLINE
AND

SUPREME AUTO OIL
For The Home

GULF FURNACE OIL
Boston Office:

PARK SQUARE BLDG.

NO. 31 ST. JAMES AVE.
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FABRIC FIRE HOSE C0~MPANY
Manufacturers of

WAXED COTTON RUBBER LINED FIRE HOSE
AND HOSE OF EVERY DESCRIPTION
1018 COMMONWEALTH AVE., BOSTON, MASS.
ROBERT MANY
New England Manager

Telephone
ASPINWALL 1133

THOMSON’S

Glove Fitting Corsets

GEORGE C. BATCHELLER
BRIDGEPORT~ CONN.
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FRANCIS H. LEGGETT

CO.

Manufacturers, Importers, Distributors of

PREMIER FOOD PRODUCTS
Center St., corner of Britannia St., Meriden, Conn.

Safe to use
and safe to buy
Complete protection at every point of operation, and installation by our own skilled cre~vs give the Socony Arrow Oil Burner
a degree of safety unsurpassed in any form o5 household heating.
And buyers of the Socony Arrow Oil Burner have a further
protection in Socony selling methods. Complete demonstrations
are given daily until 9 P.M. at our Direct Sales and Service
Branch, You can convince yourself of Socony Arrow advantages before you place your order. And the responsibility of
the manufacturer continues through the expert installation and
prompt service which assures day and night operation of the
Burner.

Investigate today, and experience a new enjoyment of winter~
Time payments if desired.

SOCONY BURNER CORPORATION
A subsidiary of the Standard Oil Company of New York
Direct Sales and Service Branch, 895 Boylston Street, Boston
Phone: Back Bay 8306-7-8
Springfield, 334 Dwight St.
Worcester, 222 Main St.
Hartford, 1130 Main St.
Providence, 143 Broad St.
New Haven, 206 Whalle¥ Ave.

Listed as standard by the Under.
writers Laboratories of the 2Na.
tional Board of Fire Under.
writers. Passed by the Department
of Public Safety, Commonwealth
of Massachusetts.
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